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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, JAMES CUDDY, of Pifts-
burg, in the county of Allegheny and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented a certain new
and useful Improvement in the Manufacture
of Cigars; and I do hereby declare that the
followin g is a full , clear, and exact description
thereof. |

In the manufacture of cigars 1t 1s necessary
to moisten the tobacco-leaf with water, after
which the leaf is stripped from its stems, and
wrappers of suitable patterns cut out of the
sound leaf, the unsound portion being used as
“ fillers,” forming the core of the cigar, the
stock used in the construction of the cigar be-
ing necessarily damp for the purpose of ena-
bling the cigar-maker to manipulate the wrap-
per and filling with facility.

The processes or means heretofore used
for rapidly removing the moisture from the
formed cigar, result in imparting to the wrap-
per brlttleness, which causes the wrapper to
break and peel or scale off, thereby destroying
the smoking qualities of thru cigar by the ad.
mission ot air into and among the filling, so
that the draft upon the cigar 1s not brought
to bear on the lighted end. If the cigar is
laid away to dry by the slow process 11311&115
- employed, the aroma of the tobacco escapes,
and often a musty and disagreable flavor is
imparted to the cigar.

The object of my invention is fo overcome
the difficulties set forth in the foregoing by
allowing the leaf-tobacco to be suitably moist-
ened with water and manipulated in the usual
manner, but so dried that the wrapper will re-

| tain its desired flexibility and its cohesive
properties, that the cigar may be handled and

packed without injury to it, and also retain
the natural aroma of the tobacco. This I ac-
complish by placing the formed cigar upon
suitable racks arranged in a close box, room,
or other compartment, placing above or below
the racks a layer of quicklime, chloride of cal-
ciam, chloride of magnesia, or their chemical
equivalents, and then closing said box, room,
or other compartment, so as to prevent the
iree access of air. I'he undue moisture of the
cigars will be absorbed with rapidify by the
layer of quicklime, chloride of calcium, chlo-
ride of magnesia, 1n such way and manner as
not to injure their wrapper or cause them to
shrink in the process of drying.

By the use of hereinbefore-described pro-
cess, cigars can be manufactured and be in a
merchantable condition in a much shorter pe-
riod of time than by any of the processes here- -
tofore adopted for that purpose, enabling the
manufacturer to conduct his business with less
capital and with great saving of time.

Having thus deseribed my improvement in
the mannfacture of cigars, what I claim as of
my inventlion 18—

The process herein deseribed for drying the

manufactured cigar — viz., abstracting the
moilsture from the cigar by thorlde of ealeium
or 1ts equwmlent__placed in a closed chamber
together with the cigars.

JAMES CUDDY.

Witnesses: -

A. U. JOENSTON,
JAMES J. JOINSTON.
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