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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, TIMOTHY S. SPERRY, of
No. 213 Canal street, in the ¢ity and county of
New York, in the State of New York, have
invented certain new and useful Improvements
in Bustles for Ladies’ Wear, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification: |

My invention relates to bustles for the ex-

- tension of ladies’ skirts; and the improvement

which forms the subject-matter of this patent
consists in the combination, with a lady’s bus-
tle or skirt, of a Web-support having a curved
extension stay or stays for the web, a holding

stem or stems secured to the web-support, and

a coiled-spring brace constructed and arranged
to exert 1ts recoll force both upon the web-stay
and holding-stem, directly from the waistband
andatthe JlIIthIOII of the web therewith; also,
of a bustle-spring having ifs web stay or Stays,

‘holding arm or arms, and coiled- -spring brace

of a smn"-IG strand of spr_mp -wire; also,1n hav-
ing the .Web stays or supports formed with a

. series of eyes for the interlocking and proper

holding of the curved web-strands; and, final-
ly, in the arrangement of securing stays for

- the holding-stem pockets contignous to the
coiled -spring brace to resist the tendency of

the recoil of the spring-brace to tear the hold-
ing-arms from their pockets; the object of
the improvements being to produce a bustle-

- web which will not be liable to become crimped
- and jammed under compression, but will read-

ilyresume its symmetrical shape when released
- from pressure, and be a light and durable arti-

cle for the adjustment of the skirts.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 rep-
resents a top view of a bustle embracing my
invention. Fig. 2 represents a vertical section
of the same. Fig. 3 represents a rear view,

o showing the holding-stem pockets and coil-

spring braces. Fig. 4 represents a single-

strand web- s’ray, Sprmn' -brace, and holding-

stem; and Fig. 5
form.

The bustle consists of an extension-web of
hoop - skirt wire, the strands A whereof are
arranged in proper symmetrical and arched
form, with their ends secured in metal pockets
whlch are eyeleted to the ends of the web-

a single Q‘tr:?u:ld of double

support B, to make their connection therewith

perman@nt._ The waistband C and its web-

support B are made to fit upon the body and
sustain the spring extension stays. These con-
sist of three parts, made of a single strand of
spring-wire—viz., the stay D proper for the
web, a coiled-spring brace, K, and a holding-

stem, I, forming a figure resemblmg the seg-
ment of. a circle with aradlus—the junction of
which parts, when applied te the bustle, 1s at
or near the waistband. The stay or stays D
are arranged radially from the waistband and
sustain the web-strands A, to the arched form
of which thew,r conform, and are secured there-

to by passing througz,h eyes a, made by a sin-

gle coil of the stays D, as shown in the draw-

ing. Web-tapes G may be used to cover the
stchys D and bhold them from sliding on the
strands A by elamping devices b used in hoop-

skirts. The holding -stem or radius I of the

stay D has two branches, which are fitted in

pockets H made 1n the w eb support B; while
the spring-brace Ifi is formed by several coils
of the wire at the junction of the stay and
stem, and is located at or near the waistband,
SO as to allow the web-stays D fo yield or be
depressed by a sort of coiling action of the
spring- brace. By this ar rauo'emeut the stays
D may bend and yield under pressure, buf
the spring-coil E acts as a hinge or ﬂemble
joint for the web atits junction with the waist-
band C, to allow the web to be depressed and
theleby relieve the stays from being crimped

‘or jammed, and maintain the proper extension

of the web when the wearer 1s not sitting, the
spring force being exerted entirely and direct-

ly from the waistband, or at a point near
thereto. The upper or flee énd ¢ of the hold-

ing-stem is bent horizontally into the co:l of
the spring - brace E, to prevent injury to the
wearer. The holdmg stems I are prevented
from tearing out of their pockets H by the
recoil actlon of the spring-braces, by means of
a clamp, I, arranged over the mouth of each
pocket H, Just beneath each coil- -spring brace,
and eyeleted to the bustle- 511pp0rtB as shown
in Fig. 3.

The web- stay, coil-spring brace, and -hold-
ing-stem may be made from a sin gle strand
of spring-wire, either single or double, as may
be desired; 1 prefer, however, the single form,
as it fmswers the purpose Well The eyes «
formed by the stays D serve also to strengthen
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them, and thus a less number may be used,
three such stays being sufficient fir the ex-
tension web. |

If desired, cords J may be interlaced with
the lower edge of the web-support B and the
outer web-hoop A, to prevent the skirts from
being caught beneath the web.

Having deseribed my invention, I ¢laim—

1. In a lady’s bustle or skirt, the combina-
tion therewith of a web-support having an ex-
tension stay, D, a holding-stem, I*, and a coil-
spring brace, I, essentially as and for the pur-
pose set forth. -

2. A bustle-spring having its web-stay or
stays D, holding-stem or stems I¥, and coiled-
spring brace or braces B of a single strand of
spring-wire, as described.

3. The web stays or supports having a series
of eyes, a, tormed as described, and for the
purpose set forth.

4. In a bustle-spring, constructed as de-
scribed, the coil-spring brace E, located and
arranged as described, to serve as a spring-
hinge for the web, as desecribed.

0. The clamp I for the holding-stem pockets

H, arranged contiguous to the coil-spring

hinge I to resist the recoiling-force of the
latter, as described.

In testimony whereof I havehereuntoset my

hand this 13th day of December, A. ID.1872.
- TIMOTHY S. SPERRY.
Witnesses: |
AL B H. JOIINSON,
J. W, HAMILTON JOHNSON.
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