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IMPROVEMENT IN DUSTERS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 135.376, dated January 28, 1873.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GAwN M. SiiTH, of
Louisville, in the county of Jefferson and
btateofKentucky haveinvented anew and Im-
proved Duster; and I hereby declare that the
following is a iull clear, and exact description
of the same, reference bemg had to the ac-
companying drawing which forms part of this
specification.

My invention consists in the new article

composed in
part of a fine fiber to constitute the body

- of the duster, and in part of. a coarse fiber
. or ifeathers to serve as a stiffener to prevent

the finer fibers or body from becoming moppy.
Hemp dusters, so called—-—that 18, dusters

- composed entirely of hemp orflax—are not con-
sidered as durable or as efficient after a little

use 1n removing dust as when new, for the
reason that the hemp soon loses the stiff-
ening artificially imparted to it, and. the
duster becomes moppy and ﬂabby, and its
efficiency is therefore very greatly impaired.
FFeather dusters are light and pretty, but

~ they are expensive, and are not rehable nor

durable, for the reason that when they be-
come & little worn the shafts or stems of the

~ feathers become- bare, and the dusters are

not suitable for dustmg nice furniture because
of the liability of seratching the same; and,
moreover, the vanes soon wear off, rmd ‘m ex
pensive duster is rendered useless.

By my invention I combine in a single dust-
er all the good qualities of the hemp dust-
er with the lightness of the feather duster.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is
a side elevation of my lmproved duster TMig.
2 1s a central longitudinal section of the
Fig. 3 1s a transverse or cross section

Fig. 4 1s a diagram explanatory of the manner

- of making the duster.

A designates a layer or several layers of the

fine fiber which is to constitute the body of |
the duster; and this may consist of hemp,

flax, or _]ute B designates the stiffener, and
this may consist of feathers , Manila, Tampwo,

Sisal, hemp, and, in some cftses, bristles.
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In making the duster I lay out evenly the
desired quantity of fine fiber for the outside
A of the duster. (See Fig. 4.) I thenlaythe
stiffening—say, feathers B—upon the layer A,
and then upon this stiffener I find it desu'able
to place another layer, A, of the fine fiber.
The whole is then stitched to gether, say, {rom
two to four inches from the end, which is to
be fastened to the handle, say, as shown at a,
Fig.4. The end which is to recelvethe haudle
1s then, preferably, again stitched, as shown
at b, Ifig. 4, in order “to draw or puckel this
end tlll ot a size to fit the handle D, to which
it is secured. by gluing, wiring, or any other
secure method ; and a cap of leather or other

material, d, 15, preferably, placed over this
faqtened end 1n order to render more neat the
appearance of the duster.

In practice I find that from thre(, to six
ounces of the finer or body fiber and from one
toone and a half ounce of stiffening will pro-
duce the ordinary sizes of dusters.

The arrangement of the stiffening may be
varied. It may be located as shown in Ifig,
2, or in thie center, or otherwise, so long as
1t 1s so placed as to hm*e the effect of prevent-
ing the body of the. duster f1 om becoming

moppy.
My improved duster po,ssesses every merit

| of both the hemp and the feather duster, with-

outtheobjectionablefeaturesof either. When
constructed of fiber and feathers, as herein
shown, 1t combines the softness and durabili-
ty of the one with the flexibility and lightness
of the other.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The new article of mmufacture of a duster,
composed of a body of fine fiber, A, with stiff-
ening B, and provided with a ha;ndle, D, sub-

stantially as ani for the purpose herein specx
fied.

GAWN M. SMITH.

Witnesses:
H. M. CARR,
THOMAS W OOLE SCOTT,
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