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R - To all whom 1t may concern: ~
- - Be it known that I, WILLIAM K. WEST of

~ Haverstraw, in the county of Rockland and'

State of New York, haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvements in Hand-Rests for

~
i

lowing is-aTull-€l

o ~ Books; ;_and I do hereby declare that the fol-
o far, and. exact. description

thereoi that will enable others skilled in the

7 artto whleh it appertains to make and use

‘the same, reference being bhad to the accom-

- o panying drawing and to the letters of refer-
- 5' b

ence marked thereon which form a part of

thisspecification.’

The nature of my invention eens1sts in cov-

| ~ ering that portion upon which the arm is sup-

ported with silicate of slate or some equiva-

' lent substance upon which pencils will freely

mark, for the convenience ¢t book-keepers, as
Wlll hereefter be more fully sef forth. |

The accompanying drawing represents a

1 erspective of my invention.
. A B represent an ordinary book-rest, used
by all book-keepers and others. The raised
portion B of this rest is covered with sili-
cate of slate or any equivalent substance
~upon which pencils will freely mark,.so that
~ Dbook-keepers, and others who have 1:0 add up
- long columns of figures wmeh extend over

many pages can readily put-down the result
of each addition asit is made without marring
their book or having to constantly keep slips
of paper for that purpose. The slips of paper
are not only liable to-get misplaced and lost,
but the marks made upon the"m are not readi-
ly erased when error is Imde nor SO conven-
iently used.

The silica or slaty substance is always at
the foot of the page, in the most convenient
position for use, and as the pencil-marks can
be always erased in an instant, this 1mprove-
ment will- be found to be of greftt assistance
to all those who have to use the rests.

Having described my invention, what 1
claim as new, and for which I desire to secure
Letters Patent, is—

As anew arttele of manufaeture, a hand-
rest for books having the portion B covered
with silicate of slate or its equivalent, sub-
stantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 26th day of
October, 1872.

. \VILLIAM F. WEST.

Wltnesses- ~

GEORGE K. COSGROVE
WiLLiaM CALL, Jr.
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