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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

- ROBERT A. THOMPSON, OF BEAVER FALLS, PENNSYLVANIA.

IMPROVEMENT IN SCHOOL-DESKS.

Specification forﬁiing part of Letters Patent No. 133;551; dated December 3, 1872.

1o all whom it may concern: _

Be 1t known that I, ROBERT A. THOMPSON,
of Beaver Falls, in the county of Beaver and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
Improvements in School Furniture, of which
the following is a specification: -

- My invention relates to improvements in

the construction and operation of school-
desks; and the invention consists in so con-
structing the desks as that they may be readi-
ly adjusted to a greater or less height from
the tloor of the school-room, in order that
they may be made to conform to the various

statures of the scholars, and thereby enable

them to pursue their studies without having to
do so in a strained or stooping position, as is
frequently the case with rigid furniture un-
suited to the stature of the scholar.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is a
side elevation of my improved school-desk.
Fig, 2 is a vertical section of the desk. Fig.
3 18 a cross-section of one of the desk-stand-
ards. o
F is a desk-standard, formed of cast metal
or other suitable material. These standards
are made in two sections, lower (F') and up-
per (F.) The upper section is formed with
semicircular tenons or tongunes f f f, which
fit into and slide up and down in correspond-

~Ing grooves f' f' f, formed on the lower sec-
tion F. Gis a slot cut through the center ten-

on f of standard IY, and H is a square-headed
bolt which fits the slot G and passes through
the lower section I, ¢ is a thumb-screw on
the end of the bolt. The lower section F is
also provided with legs or feet 7, by which it

18 secured to the floor by screws in the usual

way. The desk I is supported by these ad-
justable standards—one on each side—and
may be raised or lowered by loosening the
thumb-screws g and sliding the upper sections
on the lower, and by again tightening up the
thumb-screwsit can be secured in the desired
position. J is the book-shelf, secured to the

- upper sections B/, and K is the desk-back, se-
~cured in the same way as the book-shelf, viz,

by screws passing through lugs or projections

- formed on the sections ¥’. The front portion

of the desk Iis hinged and folds down, as
shown in Kig.1 of the drawing, and locks

may be provided tolock the book-shelf to the |

“with a

| folded portion of ‘the desk, and thereby form

a sate and convenient locker for keeping books,

stationery, &c. When raised, the desk is se-

cured by means of pivoted supports or flies I
impinging wupon inclined or wedge-shaped
blocks M, secured on the under side of the
folding portion of the desk. N is a pen and
pencil drawer suspended beneath the book-
shelf by means of slide-brackets or grooved
bearings n, 50 constructed as to permit of the

~drawer being opened and closed, and yet pre-

vent its being removed from the desk. The
deviceforraising or lowering the desk is shown
by Fig. 4 of the drawing. It consists of two
sections O O; the lower section O is formed
1-shaped foot, and is box-shaped
throughoutits length, so as to receive the up-
per ratchet-faced section O/, which is made to
travel up and down in the slides of the lower
sections by means of a cam, P, pivoted to a
disk formed on the lower section. The upper
end of section O’ is also provided with a T-
shaped head. When it is desired to raise the
desk this adjuster or cam-jack is placed cen-
trally beneath 1t or beneath the drawer N,
The thumb-screws ¢ are then loosened and
the cam P of the adjuster revolved to the

right until the desk is raised to the desired

height, when the thumb-screws are again
tightened up and the adjuster removed. The
desk 1s lowered in the same way by turning
the cam P to the left hand., By this means it
1S obvions that the desk can be raised and
lowered conveniently and altogether, so that
each sice will be in the sameline horizontally
without requiring separate adjustment and
without disturbing what may be on the desk
or spilling the ink from the wells.

Clawm.

The adjustable standards F ¥/, constructed
as described, with slots G, bolts H, hinged
desk I, and drawer N, the whole constructed
and operated in the manner and for the pur-
pose set forth. ' |

R. A. THOMPSON.

Witnesses:
S. Y, CALVIN,
NEWTON ANTHONY,
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