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To all whom it may concern: -

Be it known that I, SIGOURNEY WALES, of
the city, county, and State of New York, have |
invented a new and Improved Lock for Um-
brellas, Paper-Files, &c., of which the follow-
Ing 1s & specification: |

Figure 1 represents a longitudinal seetion
of my improved lock applied to an umbrella-
handle, showing it open. Fig. 2 is a similar
view of the same, showing it closed. Fig. 3
18 a transverse section on the line ¢ ¢, Fig. 1.
Fig. 4 is a longitudinal section of the same
invention applied to a paper-file. Figure 5 is
a detail view of the key-ward, showing form of
key-hole. Fig. 6 is an edge view of the key.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

This invention relates to a new device for:
locking the wire springs which support the
sliding tubes or sleeves, on which umbrella-
sticks are held in position, referring more par-
ticularly to the lower spring by which the um-
brella is held closed. The invention consists
- 1n the combination, with the said wire spring,
which is of ordinary construction, of a sliding
slotted tube within the umbrella-stick, and of
a spring connected with said tube, and of a
key for setting said tube in the desired man-
ner. - 3

A 1In the drawing represents a portion of
the umbrella-stick. B is the sliding sleeve
thereon, connecting with the ribs or braces in
the usual or in a suitable manner. C is the
wire spring by which the sleeve is held locked
1n the lower position when the umbrella is
closed. This spring is fastened to the stick
in the customary way, and locks thé sleeve
by passing through a slot therein, as in all
umbrellas now in use. The free or playing
end of the spring C rests on a tube, D, that is
inserted within the tubular umbrella-stick, and
is, by a spring, a, held in the position shown
in Kig.2, The tube D has a slot, b, into which
the free end of the spring C can drop, as in
Fig.1. Eis a key, which can be inserted in
the tubular umbrella-stick through a slot or
key-hole, d, in said stick, When the key is
inserted and pushed toward the tube D, caus-
ing the spring a to contract or be compressed,
the slot b is brought under the end of C, as in
Iig. 1, which is consequently allowed to de-

| seend into D. . In the latter position the um-
| brella is free to be opened or closed, as the
spring C can play up and down while the end
1s in D. ‘A slight expansion of the spring «
will, after the end of C has entered the tube
D, move the latter slightly toward the key-
hole, and thereby confine the hook that is on
the free end of spring C within D. The spring
C1is then allowed to play up and down to open
and shut the umbrella. When, after the um-
brella has been closed, the key is once more
applied to the umbrella-stick to push the slot-
ted part of the tube in line with the end of C,
the latter, springing out of the tube, which is

| subsequently moved by the spring @, is once

morelocked,and the umbrella cannot be opened
unless the key is again applied.

Kig. 4 shows the same invention applied to
lock the double cylinder F, by which the rods
of an ordinary paper-file are locked together. .
In fact, the invention is applicable to lock
similar devices, and I do not confine myself
to 1ts use to umbrellas or paper-files only.

The key which I propose to use in this ap-
paratus is by preference made of flat metal,
and provided with a #fg, ¢, at its outer or
handle end, so it may be attached to a bunch

of keys and used as occasion may require.

~ The ward which contains the key-hole d may
have a groove or grooves, f, at the side or
sides, and the key a corresponding projection
or projections, ¢, as indicated in Iigs. 5 and
6. The grooves may as well be in the key
and the ‘projections in the key-hole. By this
means every umbrella or other device having
my invention can be opened only by its par-

ticular key and by no other. - |

Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent— | ’ | -

1. The longitudinal sliding tube, combined
as described with the concealed spring, for
the purpose specified. '

2. The key-hole ward d, made with the
grooves or projections f, in combination with .
the key i, which has the corresponding pro-

jections or grooves, as specified. |
SIGOURNEY WALES.
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Witnesses:
C. SEDGWICK,
T. B, MOSHER.
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