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To all whom it may concern: |
Be it known that I, MILTON BRADLEY, of
~ Springfield, in the county of Hampden and
State of Massachusetts, have invented a new
~ and useful Improvement in Games; and I do
hereby declare that the following isa full, clear, |
and exact description thereof, reference being
had to the accompanying drawing making a
part of this specification. .

My invention relates to an improvement in

a class of games of which the well-known game |

~of “ Authors” is a fair representation. That |
game 18 played with a number of cards, upon
one side of which are printed the names of

authors and their works.. Any number of sets |

of cards were used, say four, and each set had

i :

| ¢ David Copperfield,” and from each of these
select any desirable number of characters; for
example, from ¢ Pickwick Papers” select “Mr,
Pickwick,” ¢“Sam Weller,” “Mrs. Bardell,”
“ Buzituz,” and “Fat Boy,” prominent charac-

ters of that particular work, and so of the other
works. One card in each set has the name of
the work printed thereon, in prominent char-

acters, together with the names of the charac-

ters or persons chosen from that work, which |

card is the characteristic one, or book-card, of

each set, as shown in Figs. 4, 5, and 6, and

each set consists of this book-card and as

many other cards as there are characters, with

the name of one of the characters printed upon
one of the cards, as shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3.

any desired number of names printed thereon; | Upon all the eards in each sef is printed any

~for example, one set .in"the pack might have
- Wilkie Collins for the author and three of his
works, 1n which case one card would have the |
name of Wilkie Collins'in large type at™ the |
- top, and below, in smaller type, three of his
works, as ¢ Armadale,” ¢ The Moonstone,” and
- “Man and Wife”» Another eard would have

“The Moonstone” in large type at the top, and

Wite” below in smaller type; and 80 on until
each of the fournameés had been placed at the
‘top with the others below. Four sets of cards
with differentanthorsand theirworks, arranged
as above described, would constitute a pack;

‘and the game was played by one persondealing
~ the cards, and the next player would call for

certain number, and the number upon the sev-
eral sets is various, and may be different
upon each set. For example, upon all the
cards in the set ¢ Pickwick Papers” is printed

| the number ¢20,” and upon all the eards in
| the set “David Copperfield” is printed the
| number “1,” with various intermediate num- -

bers printed on the cards of each other set.
In addition to the cards as above described,

I have one other which has no number print-

ed thereon, or which is different from all the

others, and which may have any appropriate

any card having the name of any certain author |

at the top or any of his works, the object be:
-ing for the persoun calling to get into his pos-
session one particular set of cards, of which
one had the author’s name at the top and all
the other cards of that set; and the one who
drewinto hispossession and retained the great-
~ est number of these sets or books, as they are
- termed, won the game. I -

The above explains fully the common game
~ of ““Authors,” to which, however, I make no
claim; but upon which my invention is.an im- |
provement. - = . o :
1 take, first, the name of any prominent au-
‘thor, as, for example, that of Charles Dickens,
and select any desirable number of his works,
say six, as follows: ¢Pickwick Papers,”
“QOliver Twist,” ¢“Nicholas Nickleby,” ¢«OQld

design thereon, as the name or portrait of the

author, and which card does not match any

other card in the pack, and this I denominate
the ¢ author-card.” o
In playing the game, as each player obtains
any tull set he lays them aside, and each full
set or book thus obtained counts in value to

1ts possessor a number corresponding to the

to each set is one of the features of my inven-
tion. Any one of the players who holds the |

the set or book havingthis odd card with it
may count in value twice or three timesthe . .. .
value, as may be decided upon by the players, ~ =~

number printed upon the cards of that partie-

ular set} and when all the books or sets have

been formed the player who counts up the

highest number, as above described, wins the

game. This addition and use of the numbers

‘“author-card” in his hand, when he has called
for and obtained all the cards of any set or

book, may put this ¢author-card” away with L
such set or book, and at the end of the game -~

lllll

~ Curiosity Shop,” “Barnaby Rudge,” and | which it otherwise would have counted.
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Now, in the progress of the game, it will be
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and his works may form the basis of the gamie,

seen that it is for the interest of the player { as any subject may be the main feature in that
holding the odd or “author card” to keep it | respect, as, for example, any noted publisher,

in his hand until he can make up a set or

and the books he has pubhshed &e., and still

 book having the highest number thereon, in | preserve the same game and the method of
order that.the odd card, in doubling or treb playing it. |

- ling the original value of his set or book, may

gain for him the highest number pOSS1ble to-
ward winning the game; but in tryingto hold

it 1n waiting to make up 'the most valuable set |

the chances are that some other player will
¢all for it and get it from him, This addifion
of the odd card, and its connnection with and
its effect upon the different values of the sets
or books, is another feature of my invention,
and the mtroductlon of these features greatly
increases the interest of the game.

Of course, it is not essential what author- .

Having thus described my mventlon, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s— |

In a game of cards played as herein de-
seribed, the combination of the numbers upon
the d1ﬁ‘erent sets of cards with the odd or

I “ author card,” substantially as set forth.

MILTON BRADLEY.

YWitnesses: :
CLARENCE E. BUCKLAND.
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