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To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, Apam C. GILMORE of
(Centralia, in the countj;r of Clinton and Smte
of Illmms, have invented certain Improve-
ments in Portable Fences, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification, reference bemg had
to the accompanying dr&wmg

- My invention consists in a novel method of
construetmg and locking together a series of
panels to form a portable fence, as hereinafter
more fully explained.

Figure 1 is a top-plan view, and Fig. 2 a
front GIGV&UOH, of a couple of panels made
and set up on my plan.

‘In constructing my fence I make a series of
panels by taking a suitable number of fence-
boards, m, and nailing across them two cleats,
a, at one end, with a space between them, as
shown in Flgs 1 and 2, and across the center
another cleat, b. Then on the side opposite
the cleats a, but near the other end, I nail an-
other smﬂar cleat or strip, ¢; and’ on the ex-

treme end of each board I 11&11 a short cleat, |

¢, there being a little space left between these
cleats ¢ and e—the same as between the cleats
a at the opposite end. of the panel, and as
shown 1n Fig.1. 1 then provide a loose strip,
U, about as long as the panels are wide, and
bevel its edges, as represented in Fig. 1, there
- being one of these loose strips for each pa;nel

Having done this I then proceed to set up the
fence by inserting the ends of the boards to
which the short cleats ¢ are secured through
the space between the cleats ¢ and between

| the boards of the adjoining panel, as repre-

sented 1n Figs. 1 and 2. The panels are then
spread out as far as possible, and until the
ends of the boards of panel A lock against
the edge of the inner cleat «, the ends of those
on panel B at the same time bearing against
the cleat ¢, as shown in Fig. 1, when the loose
strip C is 1nserted between the edge of the
outer cleat « of panel B and the corresponding
edge of the cleats ¢, thereby locking the pan-
els firmly together. The beveled form of the
strip C prevents it from dropping or falling
out, although fitted loosely enough to permit
it to be lifted out by the hand when it is de-
sired to take down the fence for removal.

By these means I am enabled to ¢onstruct

a very simple, cheap, and efficient fence—one
that can be made entire, ready to set up, and
that can be shipped or transported Wlth COn-
venience, and that can be set up anywhere
without the use of nails, pins, or tools of any
kind after it is once made.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claime is—

A. portable fence, consastmg of a series of
panels formed by uniting a number of boards,
by means of the cleats « a, d, and e, arran ged
as described, with the lockmg beveled edged

strip C, all as herein set forth.
ADAM C. GILMORE

Witnesses:
JAMES ARNOLD,
J. L. JOHNSON.
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