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To all whom it may concern: -

Be it known that I, Mir.o CRANE, of East
Somerville, in the county of Middlesex and
- State of Massachusetts, have invented a new

and useful Improvement in Boots ; and do
the same to he fully desecribed
- 1n the following specification and represented
in the accompanying drawing, in which—

. Figure 1 denotes a side elevation of a boot
- constructed in accordance with my Invention

- Iig. 2, a central and longitudinal section; and

Fig. 3, a transverse section taken through the
Instep-supporting band.

My invention is specially designed for that
class of “opera’ boots” in which the front or

~ vamp portion is composed of two layers of

cloth stitched or quilted together. The object
- of my invention is to remedy an objection in-
~cident to this class of boots as heretofore eon-

~ structed.

It 1s a fact well*known to boot-manufactur-

~ ersand those who have worn boots of this pe-

~culiar character and construction, that, owing
expanding nature of the
the strain of the instep upon the same
while walking or in use soon so stretches or
enlarges the cloth as to render the same loose

and flappy, and thus causes the foot of the

. Wearer to work or slip in the boot; such en-
 largement not only injuring the appearance of
the boot but often causin g great discomiort to
_ the wearer, My invention is intended to ODb-
viate these evils and preserve the boot in 1ts
- normal proportions. |

My invention consists in 1nterposing be-
tween the layers of cloth, and so as to extend
- over the instep, a narrow supporting-band,
- composed of a fabriec or material capable of
withstanding thé “thrast” or strain of the in.
~ Step, and thus maintain the integrity of the
. cloth and preserve the desired contour and

- shape of the boot. o

- _ In thesaid drawing, A denotes the sole, and
B the heel, of the boot; C is the front of the
. leg portion; and D, the back thereof—such J

inchin width)

fit the foot, as T

being formed in the usual manner of leather.
K is the vamp or part which covers the instep
and the frontal portion of the foot, such part
being connected with the leg part C in the or-
dinary way. The vamp is composed of two
bleces of cloth, a b, which are to be quilted or
stitched together. Before this operation I in-
sert between the two portions (or the outer
ana the lining) a narrow band, ¢, (of about one
and 8o as to extend transversely
across the vamp and directly over the crowl
or arch of the instep. This band I make of a
flexible non-elastic tabric, for instance ‘“web-
bing” such as used for boot-straps; or the
same may be made of a material or materials
possessing more or less elasticity; but in all
cases the material or materials used should be
of such nature as to resist the strain of the in.
step and preserve the cloth in, or approximate-
Iy in, its normal state. As the method of
uniting the upper and the soles does not differ
from that ordinarily employed, no description
thereof is deemed necessary.

I do not claim an overshoe or other coverin o
for the foot made of rabber, cloth, or other suit-
able material, combined with a spring united
with the same, and arranged around or partly
around the opening in the shoe, such being
for the purpose of allowing the material of
which the shoe is composed to yield to the
pressure of the foot when introduced into the
shoe,and when on to spring back and clasp or
am aware that such is not new.
Having described my invention, what I
claim is— | | . -

As an improved article of manufacture an
‘“opera boot,” provided with an 1nstep - sup-
porting band, of the character described, inter-
posed between the outer and inner portions of
the cloth vamp, substantially in manner and
for the purpose hereinbefore stated. |

| MILO CRANE.

Witnesses: | |
F. P. HALE,

F. C. HALE.
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