M. C. STEBBINS,

Hand-Desks.

No. 132,030, | - Patented Oct. 8, 1872,

N1 4

_ Wﬁ\\\&& Ny ) . ' ' M\'M %\‘Q\W :

] WW__)

AM. PHOTO-LITHOCRAPHIC 0O N.Y.{0SB0RNES FROCESSY




- UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

MILAN C. STEBBINS, OF SERINGFIELD,

’.' L.
l'__.,_.--"

MASSACHUSETTS.

IMPROVEMENT IN HAND-DESKS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 132,030, dated October &, 1372,

To all whom zt May concern:

Be it known that I, MILAN C. STEBBINS, of
Springfield, in the county of Hampden :‘:md
State of Masqachusetts have invented a new
and useful Hand—-Desk; and 1 do hereby de-
clare that the following 1s a full, clear, and

- exact description thereof, reference bemcr had ¢
~ to the accompanying dr&wmcr making a part
of this specification, and to the letters of I'ef-

erence marked thereon in which—

Figure 1 1s an end view of my invention,
showing the hinged clamping-bar open; Fig.
2 is a plan view of .so much of my invention
as 18 necessary to illustrate the construection,
- showing the hinged clamping-bar closed ; and
Fig. 3 is a side view of the same,

My invention relates to a device to be used
for holding paper while writing thereon; and
1t consists of a tablet or board of any desirable
- size, to one end of which is hinged a bar, hav-
ing a pin in each end, upon which are placed
Springs, or some elastic material, also secured
to corresponding pins placed in ' two edges of
the tablet or board, so that when both ends
of the springs are secured the clamping-bar
shall be held down to the board or tablet. A
~plece of rubber, or other equivalent material,
is secured along the length of the inside ot
the clamping-bar, so that if sheets of paper be
placed between thetablet and the bartheymay
not be accidentally or too easily lost out. The
tablet has a series of pins secured therein near

the top, or one or more pieces of wood secured |

thereto, which serve as stops, against which
the paper is placed, with holes in the clamp-
ing-bar, into which the stops enfer when the
sald bar is closed down upon the paper. The
tablet, as thus arranged, I denominate a hand-
~ desk, and is convenient to be held in the hand
or la,p, with paper placed therein upon which
to write, and the paper, or any portion of it,
may be easily removed by slighfly pressing
up the clamping-bar.

That others skilled in the art may be able
to make and use my invention, I will proceed
to describe its construction and operation.

In the drawing, B represents the tablet or
board, having at one end the piece A secured

thereto by the hinges d, so that the'said piece

A may swing up from the board, as shown In
dotted lines in Fig. 3, and a Stmp of rubber,
0 1 is secured to the said piece A In any con-

| venient manner.
tablet B near the upper end, and holes are

Pins a are secured to the

made in the said piece A to receive said pins,

when the piece A i1s closed down upon the

tablet or paper. These pins ¢ merely serve
as stops, against which to push up the paper-
in placing it evenly beneath the piece A; or,
a piece of wood may be glued or secured to
the tablet instead of inserting the pins, with
a corresponding recess in the piece A to re-
ceive it when the said piece 1s closed down
upon the tablet, as shown in the drawing; or
the piece @ may be made of a little less width
than that shown in the drawing, and the
hinges d used as stops, against which to push
the paper when inserting it in place beneath
the clamping-bar A; but 1t 18 quite essential
to the perfect operation of the device that there
should besome provisionmadeforastopagainst
which to push the paper when inserting it in
place beneath the clamping-bar A,inorder that
the paper may be placed under evenly. The
pin e is inserted in each end of the bar
A, and another pin is inserted in the edge ot
the tablet B, so that when the bar A is closed
down the pin in the tablet and that in the
bar are opposite each other; and to both is
attached a spring or elastic band, &, which
operates to keep the piece A closed downupon
the tablet B, or upon anything placed beneath
the piece A

Any desirable number  of sheets of paper
are placed beneath the bar A by slightly
raising the said bar and pushing them wup
&gamst the stops «, and the bar being re-
leased, is closed down upon the paper, fasten-
ing it securely between the said piece ‘and the
tablet B. The tablet may then be held 1n the
hand and the paper writterr t‘ipon, and as fast
as each sheet is written “upon it may be re-
moved by placing the thumb upon the others
and giving the written sheet a sudden jerk;
and may be filed away by raising slightiy the
bar A and pushing the written sheet up under
the others, and so on. The friction piece ¢

| upon the bar prevents the sheets from De-

coming loosened and lost accidentally, and
holds the whole package of paper more firmly
1n place.

The back of the tablet may be covered with

cloth or baize, and when so coveled the desk

| is a most convenient arrangement for use in
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the school- room, and will largely take the | lectures, &:c 1or as fast as one sLeet is writ-

place of the slates now so generally used; for
it is found by experience that the memoran-
dums made by the scholar in preparing for his
- recitation are sometimes most 1mp01tant to
preserve, and for this purpose paper is now
largely tfl,la:mﬂ' the place of slates; and slates
are also very objecmmmble on account of the
noise they occasion in their use by the schol-
ars., 1t is believed also that the desks will
be found a most desirable and useful com-
panion for the counting-room desk and the
library-table, upon which to make mermoran:
dums.

- 1t is proposed to have plmn p%pel of some-
what rough surface, cut up to a proper size
and sold in packages to accompany the desks,
and when such paper is used the desk will beo
found most convenient upon which to write

ten and ﬁled beneath the others, the Whole
will be found at last with their pages properly
arranged and in order.

men thus described my invention, Wh{lt I

claim as new, and degire to secure by Lettels
Patent, 18—

The tablet B, provided Wlth stops & or their
equivalent, to Wthh 18 hinged the bar A, pro-

vided Wlth the 1iriction piece ¢, which ba,l 18

held to its place on the tablet by the springs
b, the whole constituting a hand-desk, and
constructed and operating substdutnlly as
herein described.

MILAN . STEBBINS.

VWithessoes:

T, A. CURTIY,
M. L. BOYNTON.
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