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- ~ground or sunk into the same.

"UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE

CHARLES P. TIBBETTS, OF NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA.
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Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 131,071, dated September 3, 1872,

Specification describing a new and useful

" Improvement in Railroad Turn-Tables, invent-
ed by CHARLES P. TIBBETTS, of New Orleans,
parish of New Orleans, State of Louisiana.
Figure 11is a top v1ew pa,rtly in section, of
my improved turn- table. Fig. 2 18 a vertical
section of the same on the line ¢ ¢, Fig. 1.
Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.
- This invention relates to a new self. setting
turn-table, to be applied to one or more tracks
for reversing the position of engines or cars,
~or transferring them from. one track to the
other. The Invention consists principally in
connecting the furn-table with a weight which
- will cause 1t automatically to resume > the same
ordinary position after every turn that wound
~the rope or chain holding such weight around
the lower part of the table. By thus being
‘made to turn into the regular position the ta.
ble is easily operated. The invention also
consists in the arrangement of certain spring-
catches and stops, whereby the table 1s arrest-
ed oppposite the several tracks, as hereinatter
more fully deseribed.

A In the drawing represents the turn-table,
of circular form and suitable diameter. 1t 1s
swiveled to a short post, a, projecting from a
~ platform, B, which is sunk under the ground.
The turn twble 1s further supported by wheels
- b b resting on said platform B, as shown. The
- turn-table 18, by a rope or chain, d, connected

- with a weight, C, which is contained within a
vertical hollow case, (x, projecting above the
This welght
C will have the tendency so to turn the table
A that a pin, ¢, projecting therefrom will bear
agalinst a fixed stop, f, under ground ‘When-

- ever the table A is turned the rope d 1s wound

around its cylindrical lower part, and the

weight C thereby raised to automatlcally re- |

~ately upon its being released.

store the table to 1ts normal position immedi-
In this normal
position the rails ¢ ¢ on the turn-table are in
line with one, D, of the tracks D E I that con-
verge toward the turn- table, as shown by full
lines in Ifig. 1. Under the terminuses of the
tracks D & Fare respectively arranged springs
h, i, and j. From one rail, g, projects down-
wardly through A a pin, LA spring, m, ele-

vatesthatend of the rail gholdin gthe pin t, and
thereby holds said pin above the springs 2 1 J.
When, however, a car or engine stands on the
turn-table the rail ¢ g will be brought down, and*
with it the pin /. Saild pin will then be ] in the |
way of the springs £ ¢ 3, and will catch against
them s0 as to arrest the turn-table opposite
any one of the tracks against the effort of the
weight. The turn- table is thereby alwa,ys un-
der- cemplete control.

The improvements can be applied to any
turn-table now in use, and can be made to
work to a suitable'number of tracks. The ta-
ble can be laid in any street, and will not ob-
struct the thoroughfare.

Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

1. The combination of the turn-table A with
the weight C and stop e, substantially as here-
1n shown and deseribed. |

2. The springs % 1 j, arranged under ground,
in combination with the pin ! on the turn-ta-
ble, as set forth.

3. The swin gingrail g on the turn-table, con-
nected with the pin [ and spring m, to be held
up unless loaded, as set forth. |
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