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129,561

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN A. HOFFMAN, OF MENDOTA, ILLINOIS.

IMPROVEMENT IN ELECTRO-MAGNETIC VAPOR-BATHS.

 Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 129,561, dated J uly 16, 1872.

Specification describing certain Improve- | per portion of the spinal column. The wire I

ments in Klectro-Magnetic Yapor-Baths, in-
vented by JOHN A. HOFFMAN, residing at
Mendota, in the county of La balle and State
of Tllinois.

This 1invention relates to steam vapor-baths
in connection with which electricity is used as
a remedial agent; and my improvement ¢on-
'sists In cerfain novel arrangements of parts,

and 1n the use of a pole-changer, by means of

which the physician is enabled to subject,
either the entire body or only certain parts of
1t to the action of the electric currents, as well
as to reverse the direction of such currents.

Figure 1 is a sectional plan view of my im-
proved electro-magnetic vapor-bath. Fig. 2 is
a vertical section of the same. Fig. 3 is also
a vertical section taken in a plane &t right an-
gles to the section shown in Ifig. 2. F1g 4
shows the pole-changer in elevation.

The same letters of reference are employed
1n all the figures in the designation of identical
parts.

The patient under treatment undresses and
seats himself on a stool, B, in a box, A, s0
constructed that it may be closed air-ti ght the
head of the patient protruding through a suit-
able aperture in the top of the box above the
stool. An ordinary electro-medical apparatus,
C, is employed, and connected, by wires F and
G, to a galvanic battery, D, in such a manner
that the course of the current may be reversed.
To this end these wires are connected to a pole
changer or reverser, E, which is made of a non-
conductor, but prowded with metallic bands e
at the ends for connection with the battery-
wires and the copper posts ¢ ¢ or ¢’ ¢/’ The
posts ¢ and ¢’ are 1n connection with the wire
H and the posts ¢’ and ¢’/ with the wire I, so

that, by changing the reverser E from the ﬂ
posts ¢ and ¢ to the posts ¢ ¢/, the flow |
of the current of electricity through the wires |
H and I, when brought in circuit, may be re-
versed. The wire H goes to the coPper plate |
H'’ on the back-rest of the stool B, near the up-

per end, so as to come in contact with the up-

hold of by the patlent with his h'mds

terminates in an electrode, I, in the tub K,
which is to be partly filled 'with hot water to
soak the patient’s feet in. Thin wires L and
M branch off’ from the main wire I, both ter-
minating in electrodes, as shown, to be taken
The
wire L runs behind the back-rest of the stool,
and is connected with the plate L/, with Wthh
the lower part of the patlent’s spinal col-

umn may be brought into contact. Steam is |
admitted into the box through the pipe N after
the patient has been placed therein with his
feet in the tub of warm water.

When the system attains to the requisite .

heat and relaxation the electricity is turned
on as follows, the patient having taken hold of
the electrodes on the wires L and M: The re-
verser standing on the posts ¢ ¢/, the current
enters the body at H’ and flows out through
the hands and feet. By turning the reverser
onto the posts ¢/ ¢/ the direction of the cur-
rent will be reversed.

The current may also be sent through por-
tions of the body only, if desired, by simply
disconnecting the other parts. Thus, to send
a current irom the neck to the right hand, dis-
connect the body from the plate 1/ and the
feet and left hand from their respective elec-
trodes. In like manner may the current of

electricity be passed through other parts of the

body by properly making connections and dis-
connections.

What I claim as my mventlon and desire to -
secure by Letters Patent, is—

An electro- -maguetic vapor -bath, combmmg
In its construction a box, A, battery D, the
wires from which are connected to a reverser

| B, and circuit-wires, arranged substantially as

speclﬁed so that currents may be sent through
the whole or only portions of the body, and in

either direction.
J OHN A. HOFFMAN.
 Witnesses: o |
J OSEPH HU'NTER,

L, B. COROOKER.
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