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. SPROIFICATION. |
Lo all whom it may concern:
_Be it known that I, THomAs C. MARTS, of

following is a specification:

The object of my invention is to provide a

- simple and complete device that can be readi-

- ly operated to stretch either the toe or instep

~of the boot or shoe; and the Improvement con-
- sists in forming a stretcher of two sectional

‘pleces, which are connected together at the

crumed to each’ other, so

heel by an adjusting-screw, and loosely-ful-
r, S0 that when together
they form a last of suitable shape, that can
be expanded, as desired, either at the toe or
instep, as hereinafter described. o

In the accompanying drawing, Figﬁre lis

a side elevation

of my improved device, show-

Ing the parts in position for stretching the toe ;

Fig. 2, a central longitudinal section of the
same when in position for stretching the in-

step; and Fig. 3, a detail, showing the slot in

- the heel of the sole-plate
- disconnecting it with the adjusting-screw, as
- hereinafter described. o

for connecting and

- The sole-plate A is shaped to conform to the

- bottom of the boot, and is hollowed out to

‘ake it light. - A rib, Al extends across the
- central part of the sole-plate below the instep,

and is recessed at the top to form a transverse
bearing below the instep for the fulerom of

‘the upper plate, and a rib, A?, at the toe of the

Sole-plate, similarly recessed, forms a bearing

- for a fulerum piece below the toe of the upper

18 desired to expand

plate, as hereinafter described. An upper

- plate, B, is shaped to conform to the upper
- part of the boot, and may be hollowed out in
-+ the same manner as the sole-plate just de-
- seribed. A rib, B/, extends across the upper |

plate below the instep, and fits the recess in

therib A! of the sole-plate, so as to form a ful-
crum upon which theupper platerocks when it

with a rib, B2 to fit the corresponding recess

o - in the toe of the sole-plate A% 50 as to form a
. fulerum or knuckle-joint between the plates |

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

county of Washington and
State of Ohio, have invented a new and Im-
Pproved Bootand Shoe Stretcher, of which the

Ppand and streteh the toe-end

the toe-end rests

_ _ “the plates at the toe. |
~ The toe-end of the upper plate is also provided

a handle, CY, at its upper end, passes through

~a hole in the heel-end of the upper plate, which

1s provided with a female screw, b, that con-
torms to the pitch of the thread of the adjust-
Ing-screw, and is secured at its lower end to a
slot, ¢, formed in the heel of

movement and varying angle of
plate. The slot ¢is enlarged at its back end,
50 that the head of the adjusting-screw C ean
be withdrawn from the slot, and by this means

| disconneet the upper plate and sole-plate when

it is desired to withdraw the stretcher from a
close-fitting boot.
In operation, the two plates are adjusted b

the set-screw, sothat both of the fulerumsof the

upper plate rest in the corresponding recesses
of the sole-plate, in which position the stretch-
er can readily be inserted into the boot. When
the handle of the adjusting-screw is turned in
one direction the heel-end of the upper plate
1s depressed and rocks on the fulcrum B,
which causes the toe-end of the plates to ex-
of the boot in a

suitable manner. When, on the other hand,

| the handle is turned in the opposite direction,

the heel-end of the upper plate is raised, and
upon-the fulecrum B2, so that
the instep of the boot can be ‘stretched to any
degree required. = -

1 claim as my invention and desire to se-

cure by Letters Patent—

1. A boot and shoe stretching last formed of

two sections, having an intermediate fulcrum

placed below the instep, in combination with
an adjusting device at the heel thereof, when
said parts are combined to operate for stretch-

| ing the toe substantially as set forth.

2. A boot and shoe stretching last formed
of two sections and having two independent
tfulerums, in combination with an adjusting de-
vice, substantially as described, so that éither
the toe or instep may be stretched, as desired.

o - T. C. MARIS,
-Witnesses: ' '
W. H. Rowx,
JOE, I, PEYTON,

ol the sole-plate,
which permits the serew to adapt itself to the -
the upper

-----

| when it is desired to expand them at the in.-
step. An adjusting-serew, O, provided with
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