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IMPROVEMENT IN CARPET-STRETCHERS.

-Speeiﬁeetion -ferming part of Letters Patent No. 127,303, dated May 28, 1872.

‘Specification describing an Improved Car-

pet-Stretcher, invented by EZzEXKIEL W. BUL-

LARD, of B‘u’re n the county of W’orcester
‘and State of Massachusetts. -
- 'This is a simple and compact stretcher for
laying carpets, demgned for family use. The
invention consists in the- combination of a
clamp to grasp the carpet, and a hand-lever
by which to pull the same, the latter having a
spur-sector to engage with the floor, so as to
secure progressive fulerums. The eerpet 18

folded back so as to give space for the stretch-
- er, and the jaws grasp the edge of the fold,

touchin g only the “wrong side” of the fabric.
The instrument is thus adapted to be used
without injuringthefinestcarpet. Asstretched
- the carpet is held by temporary fastenings,
and its margin subsequently secured 1n usual
manner. -

In the accompanying drawing, the ﬁﬂm:'e 18
a perspective view of the device In wokag
position, a corner of a carpet being represent-
ed by dotted lines.

A B represent jaws; A’ B/, the stems of the
same; C.a cam for iorelbly depressing and
leeLmo the movable jaw B; and D, a spring

~for elevetlng sald jaw when released the

whole constituting a clamp to grasp the fold-

edcarpet. X represents ahand-lever, by which

to pull said clamp to stretch the carpet. The
faces of the jaws A B are ribbed, so as to -

~ termesh and thus hold more s.e(,mre]jr The

cam C is pivoted by pintle 2 between a pair of

standards, y, projecting from the stem A', im-
-mediately behind the jaws, and is constructed

- with a lever, , terminating 1n a ring for the
application of & finger to lift it. It en gages

with the back of the stem B’ of the movable
jaw B, and is self-locking by reason of the po-

sition of its pivot. The spring D is arranged

befween the stems A’ B/, and attached to the
former. The stem B ‘111(1 the movable jaw B

are pivoted, by pintle w0, between a pair of

standards, », rising from the rear end of the
- stem A/, which standards, projecting upward
and Iearward receive r1;130 2 pmtle, 1, pn oting

| and atta,(,hmg the lever E. The upper end of '_

the lever E terminates in a wooden handle, t,
of convenient size. Its lower end is _enhrged

longitudinally of the device, to form a sector,

s, with spurs 1234 5 on 1te periphery.

The details of construction, although partic-
ularly deseribed, are not at all essential, but
obviously admit of considerable modmeatmn |

The operation of the stretcher is illustrated
in the figure. The dotted lines represent a
corner of a carpet. The carpet 1s first secured
along two adjoining edges. The other edges
are then folded back to accommodate the
stretcher between the same and the walls. A
point of the edge of the fold is then secured -
in the clamp by depressing and locking the
movable jaw B by means of the cam C, and
the hand-lever E applied with the first spur 1
of 1ts sector s, as-a fulcrum, the same being-
forced into the floor. The other spurs 2345
come into action successively , a8 required, un-
til the necessary movement is qeeemphshed

As the carpet is stretched a_t_eaeh point, tem- o

porary tacks are applied, and subsequent_ly _
the fold is laid down and the margin perma-
nently secured by means of tacks or other
fastenings, in usual manner.

To detach the stretcher, it is only necessary
to lift the lever z, turnmg the cam G, when -
the spring D elevates the jaw B, and the car-
pet is released. |

The device may be ehe%ply manufactmed
out of malleable cast-ir on, and is intended and

‘adapted for household use

The tollowing 1s claimed as new: |

I claim a carpet-stretcher composed of a
clamp, A B C D, to grasp the carpet, and a
hand-lever, E, mth spur-sector s, apphed to

| the former to pull the same, combined and

operating substantially as helem shown .-.lnd
described, for the purpose specified.
DZEKIEL \V BULLARD

W1tnesses ,
HENRY J. SHATTUCL
A, G. WHEELOCK.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

