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Specification describing an Improved Mole- | catch on stud a?, and f?

another recess to guide

Trap,invented by CLARK POLLEY, of McMinn- | the upper end of trigger against stud a2 13
ville, in the county of Warren and State of | /* are two inclined strips, which bear, respect-

Tennessee.

The invention relates to that class of mole-
traps in which are employed a trigger, against

which the upward pressure of the animal acts, |

a spiked slide which transfixes him, and a post
which supports the trigger, slide, and operat-
ive mechanism. The invention consists of sev-
eral improvements which will first be fully de-
seribed in connection with all that is neces-
sary to a full understanding thereof, and then
~ clearly pointed out in the claims.

Figure 1 is a side elevation, partly broken |

out. Kig. 218 a front elevation of the post.
Fig. 3 1s a back view of the trigger.

A represents the post, B the spiked slide,
and C the trigger. The post A and the slide
B are both provided with semi-tubular or chan-
neled shanks a b on the inner side to embrace
the trigger and operative mechanism, and are
provided, also, respectively, with the flanges
a' and b!on the outside. By this construction
I am enabled to apply a spiral spring, D, 50 as
to not only impel the slide but to hold togeth-
er all the parts, and to render them easily de-
tachable by simply turning the spring until it
passes both the flanges @ b. The post A is
also constructed with the studs a? ¢® a* on the
inside of channel, while the slide B has a lat-
eral notch or recess, 0% E is a lever, beveled
on one side so as to form the inclines ¢ ¢/, and
pivoted in the stud ¢’ O is the trigger, hav-
ing the usual horizontal projection f, while f*
18 one recess or notch in the side thereof to

1vely, against the inclines e ¢’ of lever E.

The mode of operation is as follows: The
post A being made fast on side of mole-path,
with the projection f and spiked slide B over
the said path, the trap is ready to be set.
By drawing up the slide B on the post A and
agalnst the spring D, the upper end of lever
I& 18 pressed by the incline e to one side and
into the notch b? of slide B. This slide is thus
held up against the tension of spring D until
the leveris vibrated. This vibrationis effect-
ed by the animal, who presses against projec-
tion f, raises trigger C, movesincline f*against

| beveled end ¢’ of lever, and moves its upper

end out of the notch . This allows the spring
to throw down the spikes vertically, so as to
pierce the animal and spear him in his path.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s—

1. The post A and slide B, having channeled
shanks a b and flanges ! b!, combined with
the spiral spring D, arranged and applied as
and for the purpose described.

2. The combination, with post A, slide B,
and spring D, of the trigger C and lever E,
all constructed and arranged to operate in the
manner described.

CLARK POLLEY.

Witnesses:
ROBERT PARK,
OSCAR HURLBUT.
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