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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS S. HUDSON, of
Cambridge, in the 001111135" of Middlesex and
State of Massachusetts have invented an Im-
proved Car-Rack; and 1 do hereby declare that
the following, taken in connection with the
drawing which accompanies and forms part of
this specification, is a description of my inven-
tion sufficient to enable those skilled in the art
to practice it

My invention relates to the construction of
the basket-like racks with which modern rail-
way cars are provided for holding hats, trav-
eling-bags, bundles, and other articles, and to
the manner of hanging such racks to the car.

In my invention I use skeleton-rods to con-
nect the heads of the rack, (the rods and heads
forming the frame,) and 1 pass such rods |

through loops made in narrow strips of thin
metal, or through Interlacings of such narrow |
strlps the strips forming the body or web of
the reok It is In a rack made up of the heads
and connecting-rods, and having a web or body
formed of narrow strlps of thin sheet metal,
through loops or interlacings of which the rods
run, that my invention primarily consists.

L prefer to arrange the metal strips in par-
allel rows, right angularly to the rods, and to
pass the rods through loops formed by slitting
the metal so as to make a center piece to be
bent in one direction, and two side pieces to
be bent in the opposite direction, (thus form-
ing an eye or loop through which the rod can
be run,) the strips being preferably kept at
proper distance apart by short sleeves or thim-
bles; and I also prefer to make the body of
corrugated metal strips. |

The drawing represents an embodiment of
my invention in this form, one of the heads
and the adjacent parts of the rods, and several

ioem g shown.,

o denotes the head, which may be of cast
metal and of ornamentel configuration. b de-
notes the rods or ribs extending from one head
to another, ard similar one to form the frame-
work of the rack. ¢ denotes the strips, each

]

and each slit at the several points where the

of the eyes or loops thus formed the rod is run
through a short tube or thimble, ¢, and then
through another strip, ¢, and another thimble,
¢, and so on until a sufficient length 1s formed
when the other head is placed upon the rods,
the thimbles keeping the strips apart and pre-
serving their parallelism,

The rack thus formed 1is very neat, strong,
andinexpensive,and may bereadily made with-
out employment of skilled labor. They may be
taken to pieces for transportation, being read-
1ly put together wherever a car 1s to be pro-
vided with such racks.

Instead of wusing corrugated strips plain
strips may be employed, and they may be fast-
ened to the rods by pins orrivets; and, instead
of arranging the strips as shown, they may run
diagonally and be interwoven, the rods pass-
ing through the strands. 1 prefer, however,
the specific construction shown iu the drawing.

Each head is provided with two ears, f, by
means of which and joint-pins ¢ the rack may
be hung to two bearings or hangers, 2, fixed to
and projecting {from the side wall of the car; this
construction enabling the racks to be readily
removed when the car i1s to be repaired or
cleansed, or for cleaning the racks. The heads
are not only made of general ornamental form,
as shown, but each head is formed at its lower
part, Wlth a circular ring, ¢, for the attach-
ment of a rosette, £, or of a medalllon, as seen
at C, the ring or cireular formation constitut-
ing a fremmg or setting for a rosette or a me-
dallion, the ring being itself more or less filled
with integral ornamental pieces, or being sin-
ply prowded with the spokes{ and center m for
reception of the pin n that confines the rosette
or medallion ; or it may be made without any
internally- pI‘Q]BCtIIl g pieces, the inner circular
edge directly receiving and serving as a bear-
ing for the medallion.

I'claim—

1. A carrack having the two heads a con-
nected by rods b, the heads and rods forming

a frame, upon whloh is built a web or body

eon31st1ng of the strips of narrow sheet metal,
substantially as described.
2. Also, a body or web for the frame, com-

several rods are to pass through it, as seen | posed of thm, narrow, corrugated StI‘lpS of
at d. Adfter each rod is passed thr_ough. one

metal,
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J. Also, the strips connected to the rods by | annular frame, 4, for reception of a rosette or
means of loops or eyes d formed in the strips, | a medallion, substantially as shown and de-

substantially as shown and described. scribed.
4. Also, strips connected to the rods, as de- | THOS. 5. HUDSON.,

scribed, and kept in relative position by the Witnesses:

rod-encompassing tubes or thimbles e. FRANCIS GOULD, |
9. Also, forming each head with a ring or M. W. FROTHINGHAM, P
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