JOHN ADAMS

Improvement in Llfe Preservmg Mattress
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UNITED STATES P.A.TENT

UFFICE.

JOHN ADAMS, OF GLOUCESTER, NEW JERSEY.

IMPROVEMENT IN LIFE-PRESERVING MATTRESSES.

Specification forming pa.ri_; of Letters Patent No

195,779, dated April 16, 1872.

_To cell whom &t may concern:

Be it known that I, JoaN ADMIS of (zlou-
LE‘thl 1n the county of Camden and State of
New J ersey, have invented a new and useful
Improved Life-Preserving Mattress; and I do
‘hereby declare the following to be a clear
and exact desecription of the nature thereof,
sufficient to enable others-skilled in the art to
- which my invention appertains to fully under-
stand and use the same, reference being had

- to the accompanying drawing making part of

this qpcuheatwn n whlch--- -

IFigure 1 1s a top view of the device illus-
tr "Ltlllﬂ my invention. Ifig. 21sa bottom view
thereOt Fig. 3 is a side view.

Similar letterb of reference indicate corre-

sponding parts in the several figures. .
-~ My mnvention consists of a smnle mattress,
of the ordinary form and constmctlon of abed
or sleeping mattress, in conneection w 1t11(1b110_5 |
mattress, and tmnbvurbe straps which unite
the two parts in one compact bundle, and af-
ford holds for the hands and feet of the ocea-
pmlt
- Referring to the dnm ing, A repl Lsentb

mattress or float, eonstmcted of a smt%ble:

sack or bag eontalmuw cork blocks or shav-

mﬂs, or Ol_.hel Proper buov&ut substance. B
represents an ordinary bed- mattress, having |
- cork, hair, or other filling, and pla(,ed on tOp |

of the m’l,ttleS‘% A. Thetwo are held together
by a series of straps or bands C, which, in the
presentecase,extend around the two m%ttl esses.

The com pound mattress thus formed should be
of such size that it will fit the bedstead, berth,

B bunk, or place to which it is applied.

It Wﬂl be seen that the mattress constlttites--

 acomfortable bed. The occupant will be aware
- that he rests or sleeps on a life-preserver, al-

though apparently of the form of an ordinary

“bed.- mattress, md which is immediately with-
in reach.

In cases of accident or dzmger the 000111)&1113
~lifts the compound mattress from. 11;3 pl‘we by

| cleanbmg OLTeversing purposes.

October, 1871.

means of the straps Cand throws it overboard.
He can rest thereon the full length of his body

“and place his feet between one of the straps '

U and the top of the mattress. If desired, he
can place his body under the middle stra-p.
The other strap affords ready means for hold-
ing on by his hands. In this manner said oe-
cupant can remain securely on the muattress.
The upper mattress will set out of water, and
thus keep the occupant above its level, and in
cases of rough water 1)1 otect h1111 ﬂgambt en :

tire submersmn

The bed- mattrt.,ss 18 e%ﬂy detachable for

it is only necessary to loosen the straps C, and

the b1103 ant mattress need not be dlsturbed

I am aware that a floating mattress is not
new, and that the same has Deen constructed
of a series of mattresses strapped together,
and arranged in sections and tiers, forming a

_.buovant :mit the entire raft COHblbtlI]@‘ of nu-
merous Jomted pieces, which bend ‘mth the

motions of the waves, and is intended forand
adapted to be used 01113* as a raft; but my in-
vention 1s always doubly prepﬂred or ready,

either as a sleeping mattress or a life-preserv-

er, and within the control of the Occupant of

-the bed or berth. -

1, therefore, chlm as an improv ememt— |

The life- preserwng mattress herein described,
congmtmn of the combination of the 01d11nry
bed or sleepmg mattress B, the buoyant mat-
tress A, and the tlansvelse straps C extend-

ing wroand the two parts A B, thus uniting '
them in one compact bundle, rmd aﬂcordmn‘

holds for the hands and feet of the occupant

‘all constructed, -arran ﬂ*ed, and operating as
described. |

The above Slfrned by me thls 16th d&} of

J OHN ADAMS., |
Wltnesses |
JOHN A. WIEDERSHDIM

- PErRCY Y. KNEASS

In such cases
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