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"LEOPOLD THOMAS AND JOHN A. KURTZ, OF PITTSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA.

IMPROVEMENT IN BED-BOTTOMS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 123,062, dated J anﬁary 23, 1872.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, LEOPOLD THOMAS and
JOHN A. KURTZ, of Pittsburg, in the county
of Allegheny and State of Pennsylvania, have
~1nvented a new and Improved Bed - Bottom;
.and we do hereby declare that the following is a
tull, clear, and exact description thereof, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawing
making part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 18 a top view of the bed - bottom.
Fig. 2 is a bottom view thereof. Fig. 3 is a
side view. TFig. 4 is a section taken longitud-
inally through the center of the bed-bottom.

Similar Jetters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

This invention relates to portable bed-bot-
toms, and 1s designed to furnish a light and
cheap article which will afford considerable
elasticity. Our object is to employ, in combi-
nation with a rectangular frame or stretcher
and wood, metal, or other suitable springs, a
longitudinal sheet of strong paper or leather,
in the manner hereinafter explained.

The tollowing description of my invention
- will enable others skilled in the art to under-
stand 1it. -

In the accompanying drawing, A A repre-
sent. two longitudinal rails or bars, and « «a
two cross-bars, which are all formed together
in a rigid manner so as to form a stretcher or
frame for receiving the flexible material B con-
- stituting the bed-bottom proper. One of the
cross-bars a is mortised into the rails A A so
as to leave portions of the latter extending
beyond it, which portions are slotted horizon-
tally, as shown in Fig. 3. A cross-bar, b, has

its reduced ends fitted loosely into said slots |

so that this bar will move longitudinally with
respect to the length of the rails A A, and be-
tween this movable bar b and the fixed bar «
springs O are interposed, the reduced ends of
which are received into the slots in the rails
A, which keep these springs in their places.
The springs may consist of thin strips of wood
or metal with spacing pieces applied between
them at their ends and also at the middle of
thelir length alternately; or, these springs may
be of the helical kind; or, finally, they may
be of India rubber. |

Having thus constructed the foundation of
our bed-bottom, we take a sheet of strong pa-
per or leather and fasten one of its narrowest
ends to the cross-bar « furthest from the springs
C. The opposite ends of this sheet is then se-
cured to the movable bar b with the springs
under tension. When the bar b is released the
springs recoil and draw the sheet B tightly in
a longitudinal direction. The sheet will in
this way be kept under constant tension, and
the springs will yield when a weight is upon
the sheet B, and thus afford great elasticity
thereto. | | |

Having described our invention, what we
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 15~ N

The new article of manufacture, herein de-
scribed, consisting of the frame A a, the flex-
ible sheet B, the movable bar b, and the springs
C, as herein described. .

LEOPOLD THOMAS.
JOHN A. KURTZ.
Witnesses:
ED. M. JOHNSTON,
WILL. B. MCCARTHY.
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