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To whomn it may concern:

- Be it known that I, DANTEL FITZGERALD,
of the city of New York, have invented cer-

tain Improvements in Burglar-Proof Safes;

and the following is a specification thereof.

The object of my said invention is to prevent
access to the contents of the safe by drilling,
wedging, or the use of explosives. To this end
I form a small cavity in the front of the sate
and arrange the openings of access to the in-

- terior within and around the sides, top, or bot-

tom of said cavity; and I provide for closing

the cavity by a door of sufficient thickness or

depth to fill said cavity completely and abut

against the solid wall at the end or back of the
door, substantially as hereinafter described.

- Referring to the drawing hereto annexed,

Fig. 1 is a vertical longitudinal section with
the chief door removed. Fig. 2 is a horizontal
section, showing all the doors in place.

A represents the body of the safe; B C C are
the inner chambers for receiving the contents.
The body is to be made of any suitable hard
metal, and sufficiently massive to resist effectu-
ally the blow of a sledge. I represents the
chief door, and it consists of a massive plug
of like hard metal. This door does not, how-
ever, lead directly into the inner chambers, nor

on the exterior, but are arranged in the sides,
top, or bottom of a cavity, D. In dimensions
or area the cavity should not be more than
just large enough to allow a person to reach
their arm into the inner openings through such
cavity. For perfect security said small or in-
ner openings should also be closed by suitable
doors F, the plug form being the best; but if
omitted they would still be closed by the chief
door E, which is fitted to this cavity so closely
as to convert the whole center of the sate, as
it were, into a solid mass of metal. The chief
door is shown as of rectangular shape and the
inner doors circular; but this order may be re- |

versed; or all may be either square or round,
and, if desired, mounted on suitable hinges.
When circular, I grind them into their places
s0 as to be air-tight, and thereby render 1t 1m-
possible to enter wedges in the seams or force
in liquid or other explosives; and if by any
means they should be entered, no explosion
thereof could blow open the doors, as the force
would expend itself against the side or sides
of the door E. The drilling of the large door
would, of course, be futile, and any attempt to
explode it would be out of the question, as 1t
wouldrequire a charge sufficient to throw down
a building. Nor could a charge be entered be-
hind the door E, as the end thereof abuts sol-
idly against the rear wall of the safe, which al-
so supports the door against blows applied to
its outer surface with sledges; and again, if,
by any possibility, the chief door should be re-
moved, the smallness of the cavity D renders
it exceedingly inconvenient to operate on the
inner doors with any reasonable chance of suc-
Cess. | |

I claim as my invention, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent— o

1. Arranging the openings for access to the
inner chambers of the safe in the sides of are-
cess, D, substantially as and for the purposes
specified. | __ -

2. The massive door or plug E, in combina-
tion with the recess D having the inner open-
ings in the sides thereof, which are closed to
the exterior of the safe by the chief door, sub-
stantially as specified, either with or without
the doors If. | o

3. Having the door K to abut solidly against
the rear wall of the safe, whereby any blows
administered on the face of the door are re-
ceived by the body of the safe, as specitied.

| DANIEL FITZGERALD.

Witnesses:
EARLE H. SMITH,
D. M. SYL‘VESTER.
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