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To all persons to whom these presents may come:
- Be it known that I, GEORGE W. TASH, of
Dover, of the county of Strafiord of the State
of New Hampshire, have invented a new and
useful Improvementin Shoes or Bootees ; and
do hereby declare the same to be fully de-
scribed in the following specification, and rep-
resented in the acecompanying drawing, of
which—-
Figure 11s a top view; Kig. 2, alongitudinal
section ; and Fig. 3, a transverse section of one
- of my mproved shoes or bootees, the latter sec-
tion being taken tr ansverbely thr ough the shoe

The nature of my invention IIlELV be said to
consist in the jarrangement of two covering-
flaps with a shoe, and a series of straps and
buckles apphied thereto, all being substantially
as hereinafter described; the purpose of the
improvement being to effectually close or cover
the front slit or opening of the shoe, or what
1s usually termed the lacing-slit, and thereby
exclude dust and even water from entering
thereby.

In carrying out my said nwenmou L affix to

a shoe, A, provided with a slit or opemng,,
exten_ding upward in 1t from the instep, tWo
flaps or flies b ¢, one being fastened to one side
and the other to the other side of the said in-
step-opening at about three-fourths of an inch
from its edge. One fly or flap, b, at its lower
end 1s lapped over the other fly and sewed
down to the vamp or upper, as seen at d’. A
series of buckles, e ¢ ¢, 18 fixed to one of the
quarters close to its junction with the fly ¢,
there being a series of straps, d d d, connected
to the other quarter, and arranged so as to
cross the fly and engage with such buckles.
The inner fly ¢ is to extend into the space be-

tween the other fly and the quarter to which |

1t 1s attached ; thelacing-slit if desirable being
prowded Wlth eyelets or holeb to receive a lac-

ing,
Irom the above it will be seen that “when
the shoe 1s on the foot of a person and buckled,

the inner fly will cover the lacing-slit and be
lapped on or covered by the outer fly, the whole
- being closely held together by the buckles and
- straps. The outer fly, by being attached to one
edge and 1ts lower part or end to the shoe, will
operate with the inner fly to effectually exclude
dfllst and other matters from getting into the
shoe.

I am aware of the patent No. 107,064, dated
September 6th, 1870, and granted to Jonathan
Coykendall, wherein two flaps-or flies are rep-
resented as provided with straps extended
from them respectively, one of such flies or
flaps being projected directly from one side of
the instep-opening, and the other being fixed
to the shoe at a distance from the opposite side
of such opening, the straps when buckled go-
ing around the leg part ot the shoe, all of w ]110]1
dlﬁers materially from my anangement In
sald Coykendall’s shoe, only one of the flies is
arran ged at adistance fi om the instep-opening,
whereas in my shoe both flaps or flies are so
disposed. In my shoe the buckles and straps
are not fastened to the flies, but to the vamp
or main part ot the upper, outsuie of or Dbe-
yond the flies, and so as when buckled to ex-
tend across and over the outer fly. I am also

‘aware of the United States patent No. 81,106,

granted to Joel Putnam, and dated August
18, 1863, in which two ﬂ1es or tongues to over-
lap each other, are fastened to the shoe on its
inner surface, underneath the lacing-slit and
lacing; such arrangement differing from mine,
1. which the flies are fixed to the shoe on its
outer surface, so as to lap over the lacing-slit
and lacing when used, and have buckles and
straps so arranged as to cause the straps when
buckled, to told over or extend across the outer
surface of the outer tly.

I make no claim to any combination or ar-
rangement of parts as shown in either of the
sald patents, intending to limit my invention
to my special arrangement and construction ;
which saves the necessity of straps fastened
to the two flies and going around the leg part
abovetheankle; andalso, disposesthelapping-
flies so as to extend across the lacing-slit or in-
step-opening on 1ts outer side, and the straps
across and outside of the outer fy.

‘What therefore I claim as my invention, is—

The two flies b ¢ccombined and arranged ‘With
the instep-opening or la,cmo slit a, and with
buckles and straps, in manner substantlally
as represented 1n the accompanying dmwmg, '

and hereinbefore described. |
GEORGE W. TASH

Witnesses :
R. H. EDDY, .
J. R. SNOW, | | : - (16)
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