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Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 121,810, dated December 12, 1871,

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, GEORGE F. PERKINS, of
San Francisco, State of California, have invent-
ed certain Improvements in a Pendent Reading
or Writing Desk, of whiech the following is u spec-
ification :

My mvention relates to the fitting of a pend- :

ent reading or writing desk to a chair or bed-
stead, which can stretch over the head of any
person using such chair or bed and form a very
~convenient apparatus for reading or writing with
ease and comfort, and at the same time afford a
sick person, by its lateral movement, easy posi-
tions to rest in, and also, by the method adopted
in fastening, preserve the furniture from injuary.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my invention
strapped onto a chatr with a person seated there-
in and reading from the pendent desk. Fig. 2
18 a front elevation of the above. Ifig. 3 is a
back view of my invention before being adjusted
to a bed or chair, (with part of upright broken off.)
Fig. 4 is a plan of the same in full. Iigs. 5, 6,
1, and 8 are the bottom, top, front, and side views
-of the reading-desk, respectively. I'igs. 9 and 10
represent, respectively, the plan and side views
of the transverse porfion W, which stretchesbe-
tween the tapering ends of P, and on whieh the
reading-desk rests.

My invention of a pendent reading-desk con-
sists of four principal portions, as shown in Ifigs.
1, 2,3,4,5,6, 7, 8, 9, and 10, P/, Q, P, and D,
which I will proceed to deseribe in their order.

P/ represents the portion attached to a chair
or bedstead by means of the strap S and handle
H, and consists of a suitable strong piece of
wood. At a certain distance in its length, some
twelve inches above the usnal height froin the
top of the chair or bedstead to which it 1s in-
tended to be fastened, 1s cut a rack, z 2, Figs. 1
and 3, so that the strap B may inclose the por-
tion ) and slip in and out of the rack 2 2 when
the pendent requires adjustment; and at the top
a set-screw, L, with string fastenings, 15 placed
to relieve in part the weight of the pendent by
being attached to it at m. Qis a block of wood
having a hole drilled in it to admit of the tenon
or pivot p, and curved in front for the sliding of
the strap B, which serves to fasten it. I con-
sists of two curved tapering piecesof wood joined
togetherat the thick end and spreading out at the
thin. The curve is made of sufficient size when

“drawing or picture.

fixed in its place to admit of a person sitting
down in any position with ease and comfort. The
thick end is the nearer part to the chair or Led-
stead, and terminates by a quick curve with a
pivot, p, to fasten into Q, so that by slipping the
band B and moving it up and down in the rack
2 z the tapering extremities are depressed or
raised accordingly, and the screw at L adjusts
the cord attachments at m tosuit. Two strings,
¢¢,pass overthe top of the branches of P, through
the eyes ¢ ¢, trom the roller R, (which is placed
between these branches in a convenient position,)
and are finally attached to the hooks f f of the
desk D, which they partially support. At the
taper extremities of P is a flat piece of wood, W,
stretehing transversely across, and capable of
revolution by means of the small shafts fitted
at the ends, which work in the bearings ¢ ¢ on
these same extremities; and in its center a hole
1s made for the set-secrew W, belonging to the
desk D, to enter through. At ¢ and ¢/ and the
ends of the taper extremities cords are attached
which passthrough slips of wood N and N/, which
shide up and down and are secured by the ten-
sion of the cords; little wire hooks 2 and 7/ are
fastened to these slips so that they can hold a
A flange may be attached
to P and Q with pin and pin-holes for adjust-
ment, such as r and [, respectively, for the revo-
lution of the pendent. D is the reading or writ-
ing desk, and consists of a flat piece of wood
somewhat broader at the end near the chair. On
the top, at the marrow part, raised tables are
placed for a lamp or other convenience, and be-
neath small angular slips are fastened longitudi-
nally so as to admit of the bolt set-screw w trav-
eling with 1ts angular head secured within these
slips, so that when this bolt has been passed
through the central hole of W and the nut
screwed on the desk may be able to slide longi-
tudinally on W and be adjusted in any position
in 1ts length, and when so fastened can revolve
on the axis of W when the cords ¢ ¢ are lowered
or raised. A beading surrounds the desk D at
the bottom, of about the same depth as the slips
atorementioned, and the small hooks f 7 are
placed 1n front, Fig. 2, for the cords to be fast-
ened to. When the pendent is required for use

the portion P’ 1s strapped onto a chair or bed-
stead by means of the strap S, the pieces P and
Q fitted into the band B while resting on the rack




121,810

z 2z, and the cord connections adjusted to the set: |

screw Ly and finally the desk I) is slung to the

‘hooks f/ and fastened onto the transverse piece:
W, by means of its bolt set-serew e, to the posi:

. tion required.  The seat or bed is now ready for

occupation, and the party using it on rising has .
only to turn the pendent onits axis p, out of the

way. The roller R regulates the ineline of the
“desk D, and when not in use:ean be secured by |
~a notch 1 one of the branches of P b\, shdlng
- 1t transversely oun its bearings.

| hel unlwmr{* set. forth.

- Iclaim as my invention— - -
In a pendent reading or writing. de&k the up-

right I” fastened to a chair or bedqteful by means
of the strap S and handle H,1n combination with

the socket Q, curved pendent pieces P, and rea -
ing-desk D, ubht.:mtmllg %and for thc pmpme
GDOR(: PERKINS
Wltlmwﬁs. o
- JOHN H. PITTS
L1ONEL VARIOA&:.
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