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UNITED STATES

121,6SS

PATENT OFFICE.

CHARLES A. THOMPSON AND JAMES O. COLEMAN, OF HOPKINSVILLE, KY.

IMPROVEMENT IN APPARATUS FOR SUPPORTING AND LOWERING COFFINS.

L1

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 121,688, dated December 5, 1871.

To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that we, CHARLES A. THOMPSON
and JAMES O. COLEMAN, of Hopkinsville, in the
counity of Christian and State of Kentucky,
have invented a certain Improvement in Appa-
ratus for Supporting and Lowering Coffins; and
we do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, which will

~enable others skilled in the art to make and use

the same, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawing forming a part of this specifica-
tion. . |

This invention has for its object to furnish an
improved apparatus for supporting coffins or bur-
1al-cases when the deceased is lying in state, and
to serve as a bier for carrying the coffin, and so
constructed as to be a convenient means for low-
ering the coffin into the grave; and it consists
in the construction, arrangement and combina-
tion of parts,as hereinafter more fully described.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is a

top or plan view of the apparatus. Fig. 2 is an

end elevation. If1g.31s a vertical section of Fig.
1 taken on the line ¢ . Fig. 41s a side view,
showing the lowering device as in use. Fig. 5
18 a detall of one of the belt-pulleys on the re-
volving bars, and Fig. 6 is a vertical section of
Fig. 5 ontheline y y, both showing the belt-stir-
rup.

Similar letters of reference indicate correspond-
Ing parts.

This apparatus consists mainly of a rectangu-
lar frame formed of two longitudinal bars, A A,
connected together by two end pieces, B and C,
supported on folding legs D, with adjustable pul-
leys K2 on the bars A, and a worm-gear device by
which the bars A A arerevolved. Thebarsrevolve
on journals in the end pieces B(C. Fisa worm-
gear shatt, supported by stands on the end piece
C. . G G are the worms, which engage with the
worm-pinions H H on the ends of the bars A A,
as distinetly seen in the end view, Fig. 2, Tiga
crank on the end of the shaft . The legs D
are pivoted to the brackets J, which hang from
the ends B C. 'When folded up they assume the
from of braces to the end pieces, as seen in Kig.
2. When so folded the apparatus will rest on

the ends of the brackets J, as seen in the draw-
ing. The legs are held in position when folded
and when standing vertical by means of spring-
buttons, gravity-springs, or slides, or inany suit-
able manner. I represents adjustable flanged
pulleys on the bars A A. These slide on the
bars and are adjusted to suit the length of the

- cotfin.  When adjusted they are held in position

and prevented from turning on the bars by means
of set-screws, as seen in the drawing. L L rep-

| resents belts, the ends of which are attached to

the pulleys IE by means of the stirrups N. These
stirrups are attached to the pulleys, as seen in
Kig. 5, and hold the belt by friction, as seen in
Kig. 6, the arrangement being such that by rais-
ing the stirrup the belt is readily-drawn through
and detached. O O are metallic supports for the
coffin to rest upon. The supports hook over the
bars A A, as seen in Fig. 3, and are removed
before lowering the coffin into the grave. To
allow the supports to be removed the bars are
revolved so that the belts are wound up around
the pulleys sutficiently to raise the coffin.

It will be observed that the worm-gearing is
so arranged that upon turning the shaft IF the
bars A A will be revolved in opposite directions,
50 that the belts will be wound up or unwound
at each end, according to the way the shaft is
turned.

When the apparatus is placed over the grave
and the supports O O are removed, as above
stated, the shaft is turned in the opposite direc-
tion, and the coffin islowered gently and evenly
to the bottom of the grave; the belts are with-
drawn, the legs D are folded up, as seen in Fig.
2, which allows the apparatus to be placed in the
hearse. |

This is a most convenient and complete de-
vice for the purposes intended, and its advan-
tages over the awkward contrivances usualiy em-
ployed at funerals must be obvious to all.

‘Havingthus described our invention, we claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent—

1. The bars A A, end pieces B C, shaft I,
worm-gears G H, and belts I L, when the same
are arranged to operate substantially as and for
the purposes deseribed.
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2. The folding legs D, arranged in mmlmm
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5. The brackets J and legs D, in combination .
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