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To all whom it may concern:

- Beit knownthatl, GEorGE STORM, of the city,
county, and State of New York, have invented a
new and Improved Unwinder for Booked To-
bacco; and I'do hereby declare that the follow-
ing is a full, clear,and exaect description thereof,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
make and use the same, reference being had to
the accompanying drawing forming part of this
specification. |

Figure 1 represents a side elevation, partly in
section, of my improved unwinding - machine.
Iig. 218 a front elevation, partly in section, of
the same.

Similarletters of reference indicate correspond-
Ing parts.

This invention relates to a new machine or at-
tachment for unwinding booked tobacco; and
has for its object, during the process of wnwind-
g, to moisten the booking-apron so that the sub-
sequent booking process can be carried on to
greater advantage. My invention consistsin the
improvement of tobacco booking - machines, as
hereinafter fully deseribed and subsequently
pointed out in the claim.

The booking of tobacco is done by placing the
leaves between the coils or layers of an a pron,
which is rolled around a drum; thereby the
leaves are properly flattened out, the more S0, if
the apron is moist. After having been booked,
the tobacco is removed by unwinding the apron
from the drum, either on a separate unwinding-
machine or directly on the booking-machine, a
second drum being used for receiving the apron.

In the drawing, A represents the drum from
which the apron B is unwound. C is the drum
upon which itis wound. Both drums are hung

in a frame, I, which may be the frame of the
booking, or of the separate unwindin g-machine.
By means of a hand-crank, @, or otherwise, ro-

tary motion is imparted to the drum C, so that it

will draw the apron fromn the drum A. Between
A and C the apron is placed over friction-rollers
a ¢ d, of which a suitable number may be em-
ployed. One of these friction-rollers d is made
hollow and perforated, as is clearly indicated in
Fig. 2. A layer, ¢, of felt or other absorbing
material, is laid around the roller d. Water or
other liquid is, through an opening, f, poured
into the roller d, atter which the opening is closed
by a suitable plug or stopper. The liquid con-
tents of the roller d keep the felt e constantly
moist, so that the same will also moisten the
apron B which passes around it. The apron is
thereby prepared for the subsequent bookin o
process. g 1s a spring-brake applied to the jour-
nals of the drumn A for preventin o 1t from turn-
Ing too easily and rapidly.

I am aware of the fact that aprons, drums,
and friction-rolls are old in tobacco bookin o-1N4a-
chines; and I am also aware that moistening-
rolls for wetting sheets of paper are old; there-
fore I do not desire to claim either of these de-
vices broadly; but—

What I do claim as new, and desire to protect
by Letters Patent, is—

The apron, drums, and friction-rolls for un-
winding booked tobacco, combined, as described,
with a dampening roll, substantially in the man-
ner and for the purpose described.

GEORGE STORM.

Witnesses:

(GEO. W. MAREE,
T. B. MOSHER.
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