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Be it known that L, JULES WATTEAU, of Ant-
werp, in Belgium, have invented a new and use-
ful Process in Bleaching Wool, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification

In the drawing, Figure 1 is g tront elevation of
the apparatus I em ploy tocarry out my imvention.
Fig. 2 is a plan, with the devices for revolving
the basket of the centrifugal machine omitted.

A 15 the outer casing of a centrifugal machine
such as is ordinarily used for drying wool, the
basket within bein grevolved asusual by the shaft,
$, wheels w and », and pulley . B is a small
- Sheet-iron stove having a slide, &, as shownu, The
stove has g funnel, b, by whieh it communicates
with the Lasket of the centritugal through the
cover a7 of the casing. This casing is of wood
and may Dbe hermetically closed, its cover being
made in sections, as shown, one section sliding
Within the stove there j S placed
a sheet-iron vessel containing sulphur, the burn-
ing of whicl is regulated by the slide «.

L charge the basket of the centrifugal with
wool, handling it as softly as possible in order
‘that the wall of wool formed upon the Interior
of the basket by the action of the centrifugal
machine may be evern thronghout. The sulphur
1s then lighted, and the centrifugal being set in
‘motion the draught created thereby causes the
sulphuar to burn freely in the stove, and the sul-
phurous acid to PASs over into the centrifugal,
-whenece it ig expelled by the rapid revolution of
the basket, passing through the wool and the
perforations of the basket in the same maunner
as liquids used in centrifugals for similar pur-
poses, and finally escaping through the pipe .

contrivance, though not
the one just described, draws the.
sulphurous acid through the wool by a draught
created by a fan. It consists of a-close cham.
Dery such as is often used for drying wool,having,
for its outlet a Pipe or chimney containing a re-
volvingfan, The chamber hasahorizonta] gauze
partition, upon which’the wool is evenly laid and
under which the £as 18 introduced.

In order that the wool mmay be properly bleached
1t is hecessary that it should be previously well
washed. | R "

Other bleaching gas than sulphurous acid may
be prepared in any ordinary manner and passed
through the wool as above described; though I
find sulphurous acid to be the best for this process.

My invention saves one handling of the wool,
fugal is used or the other de-
viceabove described, for the wool may be bleached
1 the same machine in which it is dried.

Asphaltum varnish wil] protect the stove and
other apparatus from the action of the sulphur-
ous acid.

I claim—

The method herein described of bleaching
wool by the application of a suitable bleaching-
2as t0 1t by means of atmospheric pressare oh.
tained by an exhausting or condensing fan or
centrifugal machine, substantially in the man.

ner described.
. WATTREATU.
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