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THOMAS MEIKLE, OF LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY.

IMPROVEMENT IN SHOVEL-PLOWS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 121,535, dated December 5, 1871,

Lo all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, THOMAS MEIKLE, of Louis-
ville, in the county of J efterson and State of Ken-
tucky, have invented a certain Improvement in
Shovel-Plows; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact description
thereof, reference beinghad to the annexed draw-
Ing making part of this Specification, in which—
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a double-
shovel plow embodying my improvement, Fig.
218 a section. Fig. 3 is a view of the hollow
brace detached. |

The same letters are used in a]l the figures in
the designation of identical parts. |

This invention relates, to double-shovel plows
~of that class which is constructed with two di-
verging iron beams curved downward at the rear
end to form the standards for the shovels; and
my improvement consists in the employment of
a hollow brace in econnection with the ordinary
brace-rod between the beams near the rear end,
the hollow brace being slipped on this rod and
constructed with projections at each end for em-
“bracing the edges of the beams so that they can
have no vertical motion Independently of each
“other.

Lo enable those skilled in the art to make and
use my ivention, I will proceed to describe its
construction and operation. '

In the annexed drawing, A and B refer to the
diverging iron beams, curved downward at the
rear ends to form the standards for the shovels
C (. The beams are at the front ends united
together by sunitable bolts, with a clevis, D, be-
tween them for the attachment of the draft
animals. The rear end of the clevis is consider-
ably widened, and provided there with a Series
~of holes, d, so that by withdrawing the bolt pass-
ing through it and the beams at this point it may
be turned on the forward bolt to throw its hook
up or down, as may be required, after which the
rear bolt is again inserted to hold the clevis in
- the desired position.

The beams are kept the |

required distance apart neir the rear end by a
hollow brace, E, inserted between them, and held
In place by a tie-rod, K/, passes through
apertures in the beams and the hollow brace,
and also through eyes in the ends of the handles
I B, all of which parts are firmly clamped to-
gether by a nut upon the end of the rod. It will
be observed that the hollow brace is considera-
bly enlarged at each end, so as to give a long
bearing-surface to its Projections e ¢ upon the
edges of the beams which are embraced by such
projections, as shown. In thig manner the beams
are 10t only prevented from having any vertical
movement independently of each other, but are
also strengthened at their weakest points, name-
ly, where the tie-rod passes through them. The
Space between the projections on each end of the
brace should correspond in width exactly to that
of the beams, so that the latter will fit snugly
between them. The brace is made of cast-iron,
and it should be stated that it is not absolutely
necessary to cast it hollow and to employ a sep-
arate tie-rod for clamping it between the beams,
as short studs may be cast on its ends for pass-
Ing through the holes in the beams and handles
to receive nuts or keys for securing the parts to-
gether. The handles are adjustable on the stand-
ards G G/ in the ordinary manner.

What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

The combination of the beams A and B of a
double - shovel plow, tie-bolt E’, and brace L,
when the latter is constructed at each end with
projections or flanges e e for embracin g the edges
of the beams, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

| THOMAS MEIKLE.

Witnesses:

J. E. BADGER,
GEORGE HUFF.
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