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IMPROVEMENT IN LADIES’ DRESSES.

Specification fnrmm p'u:t of Letters Patent No. 120, 981 daiaed November 14, 1871,

To all whom it may concern:
- Be it known that I, AusTiN KELLEY, of the

city, county, and State of New York, have in-
vented an Inprovement in Ladies’ Dresse% of
which the following is a specification:

The serious difficulty which has been hereto-
fore experienced in the manufacture of ladies’
dresses for sale, ready made, has been found in
the impossibility of fitting all the different forms
and sizes of persons with that exactness which
18 required without keeping on hand a stock of
dresses which would be impracticably large.
The object of this invention is to obviate this
difficulty by making what is known as the waist
of the dress capable of fitting slightly-differing
forms and sizes with accuracy. The first feature
of this Invention consists in combining with the
- waist of the dress an elastic piece or pieces, or

their equivalents, inserted longitudinally in said
waist, and ada,pted as hereinafter desecribed, to
- allow the dress to yldd to the outward pressure
of the body, or be enlarged to accommodate
larger sizes of the body than minimum size for
which the dress was made. The second and
also one of the principal features of this inven-
- tion consists in combining with the dress-waist
and the elastic piece above mentioned, or its
equivalent, an outside piece or pieces o trim-
ming, attached to the dress, as hereinatter de-
scribed, so as to allow the dress to expand, as
above mentloned The third feature of the smd
invention consists in gathering or folding the

cloth of the dress or its facing, or lining over

the elastic piece, or 1its equwalent as helemaf

~ ter described, so as to allow the waist of the

dress to expand as hereinbefore stated.

Figure 1 1s an outside view of the front of a
dress-waist constructed according to my inven-
tion, with a part of the trimming torn away or
- removed to show the elastic web by which the
parts of the dress-waist are united. Fig. 21s a
similar view of the back of thée dress. Fig. 3 is
a full-sized detail view of a portion of the dress-
waist with a portion of the trimming removed,
and shcm« ing a mode of uniting the pfu ts. Fig 4
the 11116 S S as drawn across Fln 3 Fig. bis a
similar section of a modlﬁcatlon showmu the
outer portion or cloth of the/dress—walst contin-
uous, and folded or gathered between the lines
where it is united to the elastic web or cloth, so

gathered to allow the necessary expansion.

as to allow the necessary expansion. In this
view the trimming 1s also represented as being
only fastened upon one side or edge to the dress-
walst. Iig. 6 18 a similar section of another
modification, showing both the outside cloth of
the dress-waist and the facing or lining contin-
uous across the elastic web, and both folded or
In
this view the trimming 1s represented as being
attached to the cloth of the dress at both edges
of the elastic web. Iig.7 is a sumilar section of
another modification, showing the outside and
lining of the dress both made confinuous aecross
the elastic web and laid in small plaits or gath-
ers between the points at which the elastic web
1s attached thereto. In this figure the outside
trimming of the dress i1s represented as only at-
tached at one side or edge to the dress.

- A 1s the principal outside portion of the dress-
waist, which may be made of any fabric suitable
for dresses, and in most respects according to
any of the known o1 desired forms or patterns.
In the front and back, however, of the dress-
waist, and in the places and followmg the lines
or directions indicated in the drawing, pieces B
of elastic webbing are inserted in the dress-waist
and secured at the edges to the part A, and also
to the liing C, it 1t reaches that pomt This
elastic Webbmo* may be inserted in both the
front and back of the dress or in either alone;
but I plefel to insert it in both the front 'md
back. * It should be a light webbing or fabric,
or at least the elastic portion should not hzwe
sufiicient contractile power to make the dress
too tight upon the body when extended by the

| strain, and it may be sufficiently broad and

elastlc to allow the dless to exp%nd an inch,

|||||||||||||

110111 near the shouldel nearly _130 or quite down
to the waist of the dress; but in the back of the
dress 1t may extend qulte to the waist, so as to

give expansion to the waist of the dress ab that

point. In Figs. 1, 2, 3, and 4 the outside cloth,
which forms the principal portion of the waist oi

‘the dress, is represented as divided and the web

sewn at or near each edge to the divided parts.
In this case 1t 1s generally important that the
webbing should be covered or concealed from

view by some outside portion or attachment to
the dress; and this 1s done by sewing trimming




. tie webbing is designed to expand, so as to allow

~ Dbe sewn to the outside of the dress and the other

N _the_la;tter to yield to permit the dress to expand
- in the desired direction. In Ifig. 5 an additional |
- piece is attached to the lining to extend over the |

~elastic webbing, while in Figs. 6 and 7 the lin-.

~ dresses in which the outside of the dress extends
- continuously over the elastic webbing the trim- | -
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- D to the dress in such'a position that it shall |
cover the elastic webbing, This frimming may
be sewn to the dress at or near both edges there-
~of, and left full in the direction in which the elas-

~ 1ts proper expansion, as shown m Flgq 1,2, 5,4,
- and 6; or only one edge of the trimming 55} may

edge left free, as shown in Figs. 5 and 7, in

- which ease the trimming will generally set suffi- |
~ ciently close when the dress 1s worn to conceal |

- the webbing or the plaits from view. In Figs.
-1, 2, 3, and 4 the cloth of the dress is represent-

ed as being divided where the web is inserted; |

~ but in Figs.-5, 6, and 7 the cloth of the dress is

“represented as being continuous over the elastic
- web and gathered or plaited between the lines
~ where the elastic web is attached, so as to allow

ing as well as the outside of the dress is repre-
- sented as continuous, and also gathered or plait-

- ed. In Fig. 7 these pl&ltS or . ﬂ'athels are repre--
sented as being quite small.

Tn some styles of |

mmg might be dispensed with; and there may
be cases in which an ornament&l elastic webbing
‘might possibly be used and left uncovered, or a
trimming or some satistactory onmmental COV- .
ering might be attached directly to the elastic =~
1 Webbmg Detween the lines where it is attached
“to the outside of the dress and its edges left free
“and extended over those lines.- L
ble that in some cases a la_-cing similar to that
used in corsets might be substituted satistacto-
rily for the elastic webbing, and as an equiva- - -
lent therefor, when combined with an extension - =
of the outer fabric of the dress or of a trimming . =
attached thereto, covelmg the hnes where the
lacing is applied. o
I do not confine myself to those Styles of

- It1s also possi-

dresses in which the waist is distinet from the

skirt. It may beequally well applied tothe waists o

or upper portions of &11 dresses.
1 eclaim—

A dress-waist having one or more elastic strlps_ S
=B concealed by loose p011310ns or plaits of the
~dress-fabric or by attached trimming, substan-

tmlly as fLIld for the purposes herein specified.

= - CAUSTIN KELLEY
Wltnesses -

| - ARNOLD HOERMANN

- CAMPBELL (. LIVINGS
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