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| 'Spﬁciﬁcﬁﬁon forming part of Letters Patent No. 120,323, dated October o4, 1871,

To all whom it may concerin:

Be it known that I, GEORGE R PIERGE of
the city of Grand Raplds, county of Kent and
State of Michigan, have invented certain new
and usetul Improvements in Cartridges - for
Breech-Loading Fire-Arms; and that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and sufﬁclent deseription,
reference bemg had to the accompanying draw- |
ing, and the letters of reference marked thereon,
and the same are made a part of this speclﬁca-
tion. |

In the drawmg Fi gure 1 represents the sh ell 1

of a breech-loading fire-arm to which my inven- |

tion is attached.: Flg 2 is a sectional view of |

the shell cup through the center longitudinally,
and also a sectional view of the cup or striker A.
B in Tig. 2 shows the movable and adjustable
nipple. The nipple is provided with a shoulder
to prevent it from sliding too far into the shell,
and also with a screw-thread and nut, N, by
means of which it may be adjusted. The shoul
der of the nipple B strikes against a shoulder of
the shell, as shown in Fig.
moves freely in the shell the dlstdnce. between
the shoulder of the nipple and the nut N. The-
cup A 1s made cup-shaped, as shown, and of |
sufficient size to fit closely into the opmmlg in
the butt end of the shell, and appears when ap-
plied to the shell as shown in Iig. 1. The cup A

13 provided with a groove of suitable size, as |

shown 1n Fig. 2 by E. In use, this groove may
be filled with t&HO“"’i Or any other suitable sub-

stance, thereby rendering the cartridge water- |

proof. The cup A, when pressed into the shell, |
rests on the cap D, Whlch 18 placed on the nip le_ )

B, and the hammer of the gun, striking the cup
or strlker, xplo des the cap. Thls (,up or. striker

2, and the nipple | |
claim to have invented, and desire to secure by_ -

mav be used with an amrll or mpple of any smt

-able construction. It thus prevents the escape
of powder and smoke except through the muzzle.

The inner shell T or tube sustaining the nipple

may be perfora,ted with one or more-small holes,
as shown 1n Ifig. 2 by ¢ ¢, by and thmugh Whth N

the fire commumcates with the powder.

In uvsing my invention the shell may be loaded o

in the ordinary way with powder and wads, with

either balls or shot The cap is placed upon the

nipple, and the cup A placed over the nipple
and cap, sliding into the shell, as already de
scribed. The shell is then loaded ready for use.

I claim for my invention the &dva,ntage over

‘any and all other cartridges, in this: It is cheap-

er, simpler, less liable to get out of repair, and
¢an be m,ed with the ordinary ammunition most

generally in use, and can be ‘ipplled to all breech-
Toadin g fire-arms using what is called the ‘“cen-

ter-fire.”

Instead of using the nut N, as shown, a wash .

er may be riveted on in its pl.a,ce
Having. thus described my invention, what I

Letters Patent, 18—

1. The cup or striker A, when comblned mth
a cartridge-shell, to oper&te on an anvil or nip- .

ple, and a cap (,a,rrled by the same, sub&.tfmtla,lly
in theé manner shown and described.

2. The combination and a.rr.;mgement of the
cup or striker A, movable and adjustable nipple

B, and shell, substantmlly as. described. |
| - GEO R PIERCE

W’ltn'esses
- F. D. BOARDMAN,

F.H. ALFORD. - (32)
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