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T'o -all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, HARRISON W. CURTIS, of
Philadelphia, county of Philadelphia, State of
Pennsylvania, haveinvented an Impr oved Wood-
en Mat for Picture- -Frames, of whmh the tollow-
ing is a specification:

My invention relates to Wooden mats having
oval or other shaped openings, and arranged f01
fitting in picture-frames for the display of Por-
traits, &e.; and my improved mat cousists of
strips or segments cut in respect to the grain ot
the wood, and united as described hereafter, for
the purpose of avolding the distortions and open
joints common to ordinary mats.

Figure 1 is a face view of an or dinary wooden
mat for picture-frames; Fig. 2, a view, of my 1m-
proved mat; and Kig. 3, aperrapectwe view, Show-
ing the four strips of which my unproved mat is
composed.

Picture-frames Wlth wooden mats have recent-
ly become popular, especially for the display of
photographic portmits, and these mats have
hitherto been constructed in the manner illus-
trated 1 Fig. 1, where A and A’ represent the
opposite side pleces of the mat, and B and B’
the top and bottom pieces,the whole being fitted
together at the corners with ordinary tongued-
and-grooved miter-joints. The strips of Wthh

~ the mat is composed consist of walnut or other

ornamental woods, which are more or less liable
to warp, and this tendency is communicated to
the mat through the joints to such an extent that
it is almost 1mpOSS1ble to construct a mat in the
manner 11111st1ated 1n Fig. 1 which will not be-
come twisted.  This warping results in the dis-
figuring of the mat by the opening of the joints
at x . In order to avoid this difficulty I con-

struct the mat, as shown in Ifig. 2, of four pleces,
precisely :zbhke 1n shape, and make the joints at |
b bbb, by which 'Llra,ngement 1 avoid the dis-
tortion above alluded to, as well as the disfig-
urement which the open mitered joints prevent.

It may. be remarked that the warping of the or-
dinary wooden mats may be attributable to the
direction of the grain of the wooden strips, the
grain running in the direction of the length of the
stups, and as the tension generally takes place
across the grain, the warping of one strip is com-
municated to the adjoining strip, and the gen-
eral twisting of the whole mat zmd the opening
of the 301111:5 ensue. |

It will be observed that the grain in the strips
or segments of my improved mat takes the an-
gular direction shown by the lines y in Fig. 2, so
thm; any tendency of any one of the stups to

‘warp 18 confined to that btllp and not communi-

cated to the adjoining strips, the joints being of
too limited a character to be the means of such
comimunication; hence, my improved mat re-
mains entire and 1s free from the distortions com-
mon to ordinary mats, and the joints remain per-
fect. - Another advantage of myinvention is econ-
omy 1n the manutacture of the mats. This will .
be understood when it is borne in mind that all
the four pleces are precisely alike, and may: be
cut together by one gig-saw, as seen in Kig. 3,
the change of tools required in the formation of
ordinary m&ts being thus avoided.

I claim—

As a new article of manufacture, a rectangu-
lar wooden mat having an oval or 0110111*11 open-
ing, and cousisting of four stri 1ps or segments cut
so that the joints shall be at the top, bottom, and
sides of the mat, and joined so that the gr: ain in
adjacent se(,tlons shall be at different angles, as
and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence ot two sub-
scribing witnesses.

H. W. CURTIS.

Withesses:

WM. A. STEEL,
I. B. RICHARDS.

(54)




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

