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UNITED STATES

120,177

PATENT OFFICE ‘

SILAS N.

BROOKS, OF BERNARDSTON, MASSACHUSETTS,
LINUS YALE, JR., DECEASED.

ADMINISTRATOR OF

IMPROVEMENT IN LOCKS FOR POST-OFFICE BOXES, &c.

Specification fermm pa,rt of Letters Patent No. 120 177, dated October 24, 1871.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that LINUS YALE, Jr. dev ased,
late of Shelburne Falls, in the countv of Frank.
lin and State of Massachusetts, during his life-

time Invented a new and useful Improvement

in Locks, speecially designed for the doors of post-
office boxes; and I, SILAS N. BROOKS, adminis-
trator of the estate of the sald LINUS YALL Jr.,
deceased, do hereby declare that the followmn LS
a full, (,lem and exact description thereof, suthi-
cient to enable others skilled in the arts to under-
stand, make, and use the same, reference being
had to the dccmnp‘m} ng dmwm o forming p‘blt
of this bpeclﬁmtmn In Wlu( h dmwmnm

- Ifigure -1 18 an mqule view of a door of a post-
office box, having a lock and bolt applied, accord-
ing to ﬂllb invention. IF1g. 215 a perspective view
_of the lock and bolt applied to a door.

- This invention relates to an 1mprovement in
locks, especially designed for the doors of post-
- office letter-boxes; and consists of a device for
locking the door from within, whereby all access
to the 1)0*{ from without is preventpd the device
being such as heremaiter more fully set forth,
and pfiltwumﬂy specified in the claim.

In carrying out this invention a lock, A, is

used, of the b()Ilth uctionshown in Letters P&tent |

No. 274 of January 29, 1861, or No. 48,475, of
June ‘7'7 1865, granted to %md LiNus YAL J I.,

-deceased thls is attached to the metallic doo:L
B, descr ibed in the application made by me, the
qame date with this, for Letters Patent ior Im-
provenent in Doors 'for Post Office Boxes. An
arm, «, of wire or other material, 1s attached tothe
tar 111110 mechanism of the lock A through a slot,
b, madein the casing, in which the tumbler s, &c.,
are placed. This arm is bent at its free end and

‘engages with a pin, ¢, which 18 attached to a bolt,

~And thus,

d. The casing of this bolt is slotted horizontally

at e and vertically at f, in which slots the pin ¢

moves to push out and draw in the bolt, and to
lock it when pushed or thrown out.

The locking and unlocking of the door is ac-
complished by means of this arm and pin in the

following manner: The parts being in the posi-
tion shown 1n Kigs. 1 and 2 the key i1s turned
and the arm « is caused to move In an arc of a

~circle, the slot limiting its movement, and 1t

strikes against the pin ¢ and moves it back in
the slot, and of course draws the bolt with 1t,
thus unlocking the door. 1t may be locked by
simply pushing it, or, preferably, by turning the
key. If the pin ¢ be turned up into the vertical
slot 7 it will be 1mpossible for any outsider to
unlock the door, even though he have the key.
S Wlll appear, the postmaster ~will
have complete control over the boxes.

As will appear, this is a very useful contriv-

ance, as it prevents access to the box in case of

the loss of the key, or in other cases where the
postmaster may desire it. Of course the applica-
tion of this device is not limited to post-office
lock-box doors.

What I claim as the invention of b&ld LINUS .

YALE, Jr., deceased, 18—
The combination of the pin ¢ attached to the

bolt d and operating in slots e f in the bolt-case,
with the bent arm « of the lock, the combina-
tion and arrangement being Substantla]ly as de-

scrlbed and f01 the purpose specitied.
SILAS N. BROOKS,

Adman @stfmtor.
- Witnesses:
(. M. PLYMPTON, -
H. L. WATTENBERG. (93)
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