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To all whom 1t may concern:

- Be 1t known that I, DAvip N. B. COFFIN, JR.,
of Newton, county of Middlesex, State of Massa-
chusetts, h.fwe invented c,eltﬂm Improvements
1m llagmﬂ for ¢ fore-and-aft-rigged” sailing ves-
sels—an Improved Traveler or Sheet- Holdel_——oi
which the following is a specification:

- The nature of my invention relates to the con-
struction of the traveler with a sliding, not a
stationary, traveler-rod, and so applying the elas-
tic or spring element, which of itself is not new,
as to control the movement or sliding and stop-
ping of the rod, so providing for not only the
elastic or cmhloned holding of the sheet, but for
tree travel, also, upon the tr ﬂ,ve]e:t rod ; thus com-
bining the advantag ges of the old st&tlonmy trav-
eler-rod with those of the more modern, but also
- stationary rods, provided with cushioned shack-
les and other advantages.

Figuare 1 shows a plan of the improved trav-
eler as bolted down to the deck. Ifig.2isa view
in elevation, looking fore and aft. Fig. 31s a
view in elevatmn lookmo athwart ship.

The sliding rod « is gmded in the bearings b.
Between the bearing b, Fig. 1, and a nut “and

washer or other head d on the ends of rod @,

material, and upon rod @ is placed the ring or
qhdckle ¢. The shackle plays freely from p to

p’ on the rod a not being obstructed in itstravel
by springs or otherwise; but on reaching p orp’
1t begins gradually to come upon the curve of
rod «, by which means 1t begins to draw upon
the rod a, and to compress one of the springs ¢,

which action continues till the frietion and the
resistance of spring ¢ overcomes the force acting

c1llate.

upon shackle ¢ and causes 1t to stop. When the
force ceases the rod ¢ returns by the action of
the spring ¢, previously compressed, until it
meets an equebl resistance from the other spring
¢. 'The guards r v prevent the rod a from fall-

1ng down, while they allow it sufficiently to os-
The supports b b are secured to the
deck of the vessel or to the rail by ser ew-bolts,

or otherwise. The sheet or tackle by which the
boom and sail are controlled in “tacking” the

vessel or ‘jibing” over is connected to the

shackle or ring e; or its lower eye is slipped on
the traveler-rod directly, wfmhout the interven-
tion of a shackle.

I am aware that the use of a shdmg traveler-
rod, encircled by stationary springs at each end,
and to which the sheet-block was connected by
means of a shackle permanently fixed on the
traveler-rod, has been heretofore proposed. I am
also aware that in the ordinary stationary trav-
eler-rods the sheet-block has free play from end
to end of the rod. 1 therefore donotpropose to
claim, broadly, either a sliding spring traveler-
rod, or a traveler-rod on which the sheet-block

zby play from end to end; but what I do claim,

~and desire to secure by Lettels Patent, is—
are placed springs c, of mbbel or other elastlc |

The sliding traveler-rod a, bent at each end,
as set forth, in combination with the supports b
7, SPTings c, and sliding ring e or its equivalent,
for the attachment of the sheet block, opemtmﬂ-
substantmlly as specified.

DAVID N. B. OOFFIN JR.
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