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NATHAN CAMPBELL, OF ROCHESTER, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN CURTAIN-FIXTURES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 119,740, dated October 10, 1871 ; antedated July 26, 1871.

a—

To all whom ¢t may concern:

Be it known that I, NATHAN CAMPBELL, of
Rochester, in the county of Monroe and State of
New York, have invented certain Improvements
in Curtain-Fixtures, of which the following is a
specification:

My invention relates to that class of fixtures
in which the elevating-cord runs through and 1s
held by a clamping-bracket secured to the win-
dow-casing; and consists more particularlyin the
arrangement by which the weight of the curtain
acts to clamp the cord.

In the drawing, Figure 1 is a sectional side
elevation. Fig.21is a tfront elevation. The bent
lever B is pivoted to the bracket C, and 1s pro-

vided with openings o, Fig. 2, through which the

elevating-cord « passes, as shown. The bracket
C is made open centrally to receive the extrem-
ity of the lever, and a bar, ¢, I'ig. 1, extends
across it, between which and the lever B the
cord a is clamped, as indicated in Fig. 1. The
cord leaves the upper end of the lever some dis-
tance outward from the clamping-point, by which
means the weight of the curtainisexerted through
the medium of the cord to draw the lever against
the bar ¢ and pinech such cord, and the position
of the fulcrum e of the lever being upon the op-
- posite side of the clamping-point facilitates such
actlon. |
The curtain is elevated by pulling the lower
‘extremity of the cord slightly outward, thus lift-
ing the clamping-lever from its bearing upon the
bar ¢ sufficiently to free the cord and allow 1t to
be drawn through. By depressing the upper end
~of the lever with the thumb or finger the cordis
released and slips through the openings therein,
allowing the curtain to descend. In practice, 1
find it desirable to attach a strip, d, of rubber or
similar yielding material, either upon the bar ¢
or upon the back of the lever B, which thus in-
creases the friction upon the cord and renders
the device entirely safefor curtains of any weight.
The gudgeons ¢ of theleverrest in sockets formed
upon the inner edge of the bracket next to the

casing, and it is plain that when the bracket is |

)

in position the lever cannot become displaced.
The extremity of the lever is introduced diago-
nally into the open center of the bracket and the
gudgeons passed through and dropped into the

-sockets, both gudgeons and sockets being formed

upon the respective parts in thie process of mold-
ing from the patterns. By this means I dispense
with rivets, pins, or fitting up of any kind. To
obviate the noise arising from the operation of
the curtain-roller A the bearing in the bracket
D is made somewhat larger than the gudgeon of
the roller, and a ring, g, Fig. 2, of rubber, felt, or
similar yielding material, is placed in it, either
fast upon the bearing or the gudgeon. Theroller
is thus cushioned and made noiseless in its- ac-
tion, and a great objection to this class of fix-
tures entirely overcome.

It is evident that this fixture can be very
cheaply constructed, while its operation is equal
to the more costly contrivances heretofore in the
market, and is, moreover, perfectly noiseless.

By slightly changing the proportions of the
parts a tape may be used as well as a cord, which
on some accounts might be preferable.

What I claim as my invention 18— |

1. The clamping-lever B, in combination with
a suitable frictional rest, when the former 1s ar-
ranged to be operated by the weight of the cur-
tain through the medium of the elevating-cord,
for the purposes set forth. | |

2. In combination with a locking and releas-
ing-clamp orlever, B, the yielding frictional bear-
ing d, for the purposes set forth.

3. In combination with the pivot of a curtain-
roller the cushioning bearing ¢, for the purposes
set forth.

4. A clamping side bracket, composed of the
lever B provided with side pivots ¢, and the plate
or socket C having an open center, into which
the extremity of the leverisintroduced, substan-
tially as and for the purposes set forth.

N. CAMPBELL.

Witnesses:

F. H. CLEMENT,
W J. MCPHERSON.
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