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UNITED STATES

119,715

PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE PARDY, OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA. ,

IMPROVEMENT IN IDENTIFYING-STAMPS.

Specification forming Iia,rt of Letters Patent No. 119,715, dated October 10, 1871.

To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE PARDY, of the city
and county of San Francisco and State of Cali-
fornia, have invented a certain new and Improved
Identifying-Ticket and Adhesive Identifying-
Stamp, of which the following 1s specification:

My invention relates to an improved manner
of marking tickets for railway and other uses,
stamping bankers’ checks, bills of exchange,
money-orders, letters, parcels, certificates of all
kinds, &c., where it may be desirable to estab-
lish the identity of the rightful owner.

In the accompanying drawing, I give SIX eX-
amples of my improved system, all of which are
constructed upon the same general principle,
though materially differing in matter of design.

Figure 1 represents & non-transferable season
admission-ticket—an appropriate design for fairs,
&e. Tig. 2 is another form of admission-ticket
oiven to further illustrate the principle. Fig. S
shows my adhesive identifying-stamp and 1ts ap-
plication—another form ot operating the princi-
ple. Fig. 4 illustrates an admission-ticket, clif-

fering only from the others in constructive design.

Fig. 5 is an example of a ferry season-ticket—
another design embodying the same prineiples
as before ; and Tig. 6 gives a compact and suita-
ble design for a railway commutation-ticket.
Fig. 7 shows a tool suitable for marking tickets
as in Fig. 1. |

I will now describe my system in detail, so that

my invention may be thoroughly understood, and
afterward I will point out what I consider1s new
and improved therein. It will be sufficient if 1
am precise in describing one or two of the ex-
amples in the drawing, for, as I have said, each
example embodies the same principle, and it will
be needless for me to proceed further than 1S
necessary to thoroughly convey the idea of the
invention. =

Fig. 1 1s a seasol admission-ticket, which I
may state is a fac-simile of one already operated
with successfully. On the upper margin there
are the figures 1, 2, 3, appearing three times, each
time in a different-colored ink, or, in some re-
spect, differently-appearing character. In the
example the first set of figures 1, 2, 3 is printed
a deep black, the second set is printed a light
skeleton character, and the last set of figures 18
what is termed hatched or cross-hatched. As
will be seen, no two figures are the same height,

each being smaller than the preceding one, com-
mencing with the tallest figure, 1, at the leit.
The separate sets, of three figures each, are di-
vided by the two vertical lines. These charac-
ters are set in the printer’s form and are printed
at the same time the ticket itself is struck off.
When lithographed or engraved the characters
will enter as part of the design of the ticket, and

will be printed with the remainder of the ticket

at one operation, excepting when it is chosen to
use different colors in the design. These char-
acters, which are to be printed with the ticket, I
will designate as “base-signs,” to distinguish
them from another sign, which I will term my
‘“operating-sign,” and which I shall presently de-
scribe. ' -
For the base-signsin the example, Fig.1, Lhave
formed an arbitrary key, which gives to each
fioure and sets of figures some especilal signifi-
cance relating to the chief peculiarities of per-
sonal appearances of both males and females, as,
for instance, the peculiarity of heights, ages,
complexions, cuts of face-hair in men, &e. The

key may be éxplained as follows: The figures 1

indicate a mustache, the figures 2 denote a chin
beard, and the figures 3 signify side whiskers;

and the spaces between these figures can mean

clean shaven or without face-hair. I allow the
first compartment of figures to the leit to indi-

cate dark-complexioned men, the middle com-

Fs

partment light-complexioned men, and the end
compartment to the right oray-complexioned
men. The first vertical line to the left shaill sig-
nify dark-complexioned women, and the other
vertical line shall mean light-complexioned wo-
men, while both lines together shall indicate
oray-complexioned women. ach figure, com-
mencing at the smallest figure, 3, 10 the right,
will be assigned two other meanings, relating
to heights and ages: thus the smallest figure 3
shall mean four feet ten inches high and fourteen
years old, each preceding figure in order indi-
cating twoinches increased height and eightyears
increased age, making the first and tallest figure
1 to denote six feet two inches for height and
seventy-eight years for age. '
Now, understanding the foregoing meanings
to be given to the base-signs, we have only to

indicate by some simple means which signs have

value and meaning descriptive of the appearance
of the person to whom the ticket is to be issued,



and we at once establish upon the face of the

ticket that person’s identity.
We now come to the operating-sign, so called

for lack of more appropriate term, and because

1t 1s the only sign required to be marked upon
the ticket at the time of issuing the same. Still
- referring to the example asin Fig. 1, I provide a
neat and simple stamping-tool, as in Fig. 7, giv-
Ing an impression similar to the heavy dash of
printers’ type, about the size as shown in draw-
- 1ng. A suitable inking-pad must be at hand
- with which to charge the tool with printers’ ink.
It 1s a simple matter now, being thus provided,
to give the impression of the tool over, under,
~and through or between the base-signs.” When
I strike an impression of my operating-tool over
a figure I adopt its assigned value to indicate
the person’s height. When I strike an impress-
ion under a figure in like manner I have indi-
cated approximately the person’s age. When I
impress the operating-sign through or between
the base-signs the indications are as may be
translated by reference to the adopted key pre-
viously given. | |
Aceording to the foregoing, and referring to
Fig. 1, Charles P. Lyons, to whom the ticket has
been issued, is deseribed as a male person, dark
mustache and chin beard, five feet ten inches
in height, and approximately fifty-four years old.

For the purposes of this ticket such a descrip-

tion may be considered sufficiently elaborate,
and it the operator be in fair practice he may
soon attain great accuracy in his descriptions.
In the second figure of the drawing there are
the vertical and horizontal crossed lines printed
in the upper right-hand corner of the ticket rep-
resented. These will be the base-signs, and will
~be printed with the ticket. The operatin g-Signs,
to be impressed upon the ticket when it isissued,
will, in this case, be the figures 0, 1, 2, 3—0 mean-
Ing no face-hair, 1 meaning mustache, 2 mean-
ing chin beard, and 3 meaning side whiskers.
Some one or more of these figures or operating-
signs will occur on the lowest horizontal line
when a small or short man is described. They
will occur on the middle horizontal line when a
man of middle height is indicated, and they will
be found impressed on the top horizontal line
‘when a tall person is identified. = Again, the same
signs will be found upon the first, second, or
third vertical line and accordingly denote if the
person to whom the ticket is issued is young,
middle-aged, or old. The color of the figures or
operating-signs may be made to denote com-
- plexions. This design is not given asone desir-
able to adopt, for it is neither as simple or effect-
1ve as the design in IFig. 1, and it is only given
to illustrate that more than one operating-sign
may be used and have significance irrespective
of the position occupied with relation to the
base signs. |
- Fig.3 is a banker’s check, in the middle of the
left-hand margin of which is represented one of
my adhesive identifying-stamps. These stamps

~ may, like the tickets, have any arbitrary design
and be made to give more or less elaborate de- |
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- be sold in eonvenient places.

scription. They may be printed in sheets of, say
one hundred in a sheet, like postage-stainps, and
Their operation is
intended to be as follows: Persons using them

will provide themselves with stamps properly

identifying them. Bach differing stamp having
a title number on its margin, it will be easy to
designate which of the series may be required
when purchasing.

When a person desires to establish his icden-
tity upon any article, as documents, certificates,
letters, bank-checks, &e., he has only, under prop-
er process, to atfix or cause to be affixed one of his
identification-stamps, and if the stamp be prop-
erly designed it will answer as good a purpose as
though his photograph had been used.

A proper process of affixing the stamps must
always be carefully observed, otherwise they may
be removed and replaced by others without the
fact being detected. A key for aseriesof stamps,
of which the one in the drawing may be sup-

posed to have been taken, may be as follows:

Complexions are denoted by the body color of
the stamp, as red for dark complexion, yellow for
light complexions, and blue for gray complex-
ions. The cut of the face-hair will be denoted
by the figures 0 1 2 3, with meaning as in pre-
vious examples. The person’s age may be ap-
proximately indicated by the position of these

figures relative to any of the vertical lines; as,

tor instance, for young men the figures will be
marked on the bottom, for middle-aged men in
the middle, and for old men at the top of the ver-
tical lines. In similar manner a person’s build
may be denoted by the position of these same
figures relative to the horizontal lines, and they
will be found printed on the left hand, in the mid-
dle, or to the right, according as the stamp iden-
tifies a lean, average, or stout-built man. If a
man 1s slightly bald-headed one square inclosed
by the horizontal and vertical lines will be left
blank, as in example; if he be very bald, two
squares will be blank; and if he has a full head
of hair, there will be no blank spots in the body
color of the stamp. The position of the title
number in the margin (1723 in the example) can
be made to indicate the person’s height. If it
be under the lowest short horizontal line the
height ot four feet eight inches will be indicated,
and as 1t 18 elevated in its position it will have
imcreased value, and will signify a height of six
feet two inches if it be placed above the top hor-
1zontal line, thus having an increased value ot

two inches for every line Delow the number.

Where it stands in the example, five feet ten
Inches is indicated. Translating the stamp ac-

cording to the foregoing key, we find it identi-

fies a man of dark complexion, middle aged, lean
or ot slight build, having a mustache, chin beard,
and side whiskers, five feet ten inches high, and
slightly bald-headed.

These stamps, when they are to be placed on

letters to insure them Dbeing delivered to the

proper persons, are simply affixed to the envel-

Ope as are postage-stamps, and thus a means is
offered in cases of doubt of identifying the owner,




ThusJohn Smith the barber continually receives,
opens, and reads the letter of John Smith the
banker, a widely-differing man 1n appearance.
To avoid this annoyance Smith the banker sends
to his correspondents a few of his identifying-
stamps, and afterward his letters will arrive with
these stamps affixed to them. The post-office
clerk will recognize, as it were, his photograph,
or, at least, his descrlptmn more or less com-
plete and will not deliver the letter to any other
J OhD. Smith.

When applying the stamp to a check it will be
necessary to follow this process: The drawer ot
the check receives the identifying-stamp of the
person to whom he pays it, affixes it to the check,
and then cancels over 1t with a proper c::mcelmg
stamp, as shown in Fig. 3—this to Insure detec-
tion iIn case the stamp is removed. Banking
clerks and others will, with slight practice, un-
derstand the key to the stamp, and be enabled
to translate their meaning easﬂy and with great
rapidity.

Fig. 4 is substantially a similar ticket to that
shown in Fig. 1, vertical lines taking the place
of the figures 01 numerals, and the operating-
sign is made by a pair of common ticket-nip-
pers. Fig. 5 is an effective and simple design.
The two llnes to the left will be punched with
nippers, and heights and ages will be indicated ;
and as some one of the three lines to the rlght
are punched the complexion and cut of face-hair
will be known.

Fig. 6 is a compact and simple d651g11 for a
mﬂw:}w commutation or season-ticket. The key

may be as follows: The heavy black vertical
line will be punched to distinguish dark com-
plexions, the middle light line will be punched
for light complexions, and the cross-hatched line
to the right will be punched to identify gray
complexmns These several lines will be punched
at the top if the person ildentified has a mus-
tache, in the middle if he has a beard, and at
the bottom if he has side whiskers. - If he has a
smooth face or is clean shaven, punch near but
- not through the line. The height may be indi-

cated by punching some one of the little vertical
lines on the upper margin, and the age may be
shown by punching the vertical lines on the lower
margin, the values of each line being given on
the dmwing. -

The operation of all the tickets will be sub-
stantially as follows: Referring to example, I1g.
6—1I1. E. Winters buys a ticket from the railroad
company; the clerk identifies him as a man five
feet high, nearly twenty-five years old, light com-
p]emon n ith mustache and side Whlskels the
clerk marks the ticket to correspond, and if the
ticket should at any time be passed into the
hands of any other person of different appear-
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| ance, and be presented to the conductor he can

1mmed1ately detect the transfer, and will act in
the case according to his mstructlons

It will be proper for me to refer to a system of
marking tickets proposed by one P. W. Hard-
wick, of England, in 1856, June 12, No. 1,391 of
British Patent- Office Reports, and to pomt out
wherein my invention is different and improved
upon his. Hardwick’s system 1is stated to be, in
his published specification, exactly as follows:
At the time his tickets are issued he proposes to
print or stamp upon them, with the agency of
certain printing or stamping-presses specilally
adapted for the purpose, certain arbitrary signs
to indicate personal peculiarities. He does not
previously prepare his tickets by any process
whatever, and it 1s a part of his plan that he
shall be provided with “sets of dies or stamp-
ers,” which shall require arranging in proper com-
bIIIthIOIl every time a ticket 1s 1ssued.

My manner of proceeding is not like this of
Hardwick’s, excepting that we both use signs;
and I offer an improvement in the manner of ap-
plying the signs, which I claim alone gives suc-
cess to the plan., These are some of the points
of difference and improvement I make upon
Hardwick’s system. I arrange my plan as to
avoid all special apparatus liable to get out
of order or repair. I operate, in marking my
tickets, with the least possnble expenditure of
time, in consequence of my plan only requiring
one die to be brou ght into use at the time of 1s-
suing the ticket. I avoid all expense save the

inconsiderable cost of some simple marking-tool,

as a stamp, nippers, a pen or pencil; and ﬁnaﬂly,
owing to mtroducmg the so-called base signs, 1

can operate in all respectsin a simpler and more
effective manner.

The application and manner of constructing
my adhesive identifying-stamp 1 believe to be
new and useful, and 1t like the tickets of my in-
vention, mvolves the prineiple of base signs,
which are the horizontal and vertical lines as de

secribed. It 1s an entir ely new article of manu-
facture.

I do not claim a ticket having signs impressed
upon it which do not obtain meaning from their
position or their relation to any other signs upon

‘the ticket, for such a system Hardwick has sug-

gested ; but
What T claim as my invention 1s as follows
The use of a so-called operating-sign, which
shall depend for its value or meaning upon 1ts
position or relation to the base-signs, as and for
the pur poses as herein set forth.
GEOBGE PARDY.
Witnesses:
JOHN D. HOOKER,
GEORGE BROWNE,



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

