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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY A. SPRAGUE, of
Charlotte, in the county of Washington and
State of Maine, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Horse- Holder; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full, clear,
and exact description thereof, which will enable
others skilled in the art to make and use the
sane, reference being had to the accompanying
drawing forming part of this specification, in
which—

Figure 1 18 a side view of my improved horse-
holder shown as applied to a sleigh-runner. Fig.
2 18 a rear view of the same.

Similar letters of referenceindicate correspond-
ing parts. _ |

My invention has for its object to furnish a simm-

ple and convenient device for attachment to a |

sleigh-runner, which shall be so constructed that
should the horse start the sleigh will move for-
ward while the holder remains stationary, thus
tightening the reins and stopping the horse; and
1t consists in the holder, constructed and oper-
ating as hereinafter more fully described.

A 18 the body or plate of the holder, which
has flanges a' formed upon its side edges. Upon
the edges of the flanges ' are formed inwardly-
projecting flanges «?, thus forming a T-shaped
groove In the upper or inner side of the said
plate A. The Hanges a? are designed to enter
grooves O’ 1n the sides of the lower parts of the
runner b, just above the shoe C. The rear ends
of the flanges «? are made sharp or are beveled
off, to clear the ice or snow from the grooves I\’
D 18 a hooked-shaped arm formed upon or rigid-
ly attached to the side of the holder A ' a? to
recelve the reins, which are kept in place upon
said hook or arm by a spring, K, also attached
to the holder A «'? and which rests against
the point of the hook I). TUpon the outer or un-
der surface of the body or plate A is formed a
calk, ¥, which takes hold upon the snow or ice
and thus holds the device stationary while the

runner may be drawn forward, tightening the
reins and stopping the horse.

In using the device it is placed upon the up-
per end or bend of the runner. The reins are
then placed upon the arm or hook D, and the de-
vice 1s allowed to slide down said bend. Asthe
calk I is drawn beneath the runner it is forced
into the snow or ice and held stationary while
allowing the runnertomove forward or backward
through it freely, so as when the sleigh is drawn
torward to tighten the reins, and slacken them
when the sleigh is backed. -

To the rear end of the device may be attached
the end of a short chain, G, which reaches the
roadway betore the block or plate A, so that the
runner by running upon the said chain may
draw the said device downward.

In case it may be inconvenient to back the
sleigh to detach the holder the reins may be de-
tached from the holder and the holder picked up
at the rear of the sleigh when the runner has
been drawn from it.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desireto secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18— o |

1. The device A a' ¢* D E F, constructed sub-
stantially as herein shown and described, to
adapt 1t for attachment to a sleigh-runner for
holding the reins, as and for the purpose set forth.

2. The combination of a short chain, &, with
the holder A a! «* D It I¥, substantially as here-
in shown and described, and for the purpose set
forth. .

o. The grooves 0/, formed in the sides of the
runners B just above the shoes C, to adapt said
runners to receive the holder A ¢! > D E I, sub-
stantially as herein shown and described, and

for the purpose set forth.
HENRY A. SPRAGUE.

Witnesses:
MERRILYL SPRAGUE,

ANSEL W. I'ISHER. (22)
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