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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

BENJAMIN G. FITZHUGH, OF FREDERICK, MARYLAND.

 IMPROVEMENT IN WATER-CLOSET SEATS.

o —

| Speeiﬁeetioﬁiferming'per_t- of Letters Patent No. 1i9,342, dated September 26, 1871 ; antedated September 11, 1871.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, BENJAMIN G. FITZHUGH,
of the city and eounty of Frederick and Stete

-of Maryland, haveinvented anew and useful ITm-
| .prevement for Seats of Water-Closets; and 1 do
- hereby declare the following to be a full and cor-
rect description of the same, sufficient to enable

others skilled in the class to which my invention

appertains to fully understand and construct the
‘same, reference being had to the accompanying
-_ dr&wmg which makes part of this sl)ee]heatlen
~and 1in which—

Figures 1 and 2 are s1de views of my improve-

‘ment in different positions, and Fig. 3 is a plan
-~ or top view of the same.

Like letters of reference indicate like parts in
the several figures.

My invention consists in so 0peretmcr the seat

- of a water-closet by means of a spring, which,

while passing through the lid, does not 0perate

~ the latter, while the lid is of sufficient weight to

everbelenee the spring and keep the seat down

- when the lid is put down, that whenever the lid
-1s raised the seet Wl]l rlse else, but mdependent

of the hid.

A inthe drewmg represents the seat of a water-

closet, hinged to the frame B at b, and covered

R by a lid, C, hinged to the same frame at ¢. At
o - a'short distance in the rear of the seat and lid

rises a back, D, of suitable height, over which

- passes a cord or wire, d, attached with one end
- to a spring, K, w]:ueh 18 eg&m suitably attached
~ to the wall F. This cord d, with 1ts other end,

passes through a slot, a, in the lid C, and 18 at

- tached to the seat A et a sufficient d1stanee for-

ward of the hinges to enable the spring B to op-

~ erate the seat. It will be understood that the
- lid C, which must be heavy enough to overbal-

- ance the spring E, Operetes emzl:l;*el;r mdependent
of the spring.

When the 11d. C, Whmh has kept the seet down
by 1ts weight, 1s ralsed_ the seat will rise with

| it, as then the resistance over the SpllIlg 18 Te-

moved and the latter, by contracting, elevates
the seat It a person desires to use the closet
by sitting on 1t the seat is then put down, as

.shown in dotted lines in Fig. 2, and held down

by the weight of the person, the 1id meanwhile
remalning in an upught p051t1011 As soon as
the personrisesthe seat rises also, moving against
the lid until it is parallel with the same. By
now pressing down the lid both it and the seat
are brought to the position shown in Fig. 1, the
spring expanding, but the weight of the lid over-
balancing the power of the spring and keeping
the seat down until the lid 18 raised again. By
this means the same contrivance answers for a
water-closet and a urinal, 1t being impossible to
soil the seat when used as a urinal, because as
soon as the lid is raised the séat geee up with it.

I am aware that many seats are hinged, but
few persons will take the trouble to raise the
seat when they desire to use the closet as a uri-
nal.

My improvement will be of great use where

‘but little space can be given to the closet, and in
| public places at stations, &c., which are dlfheult

to keep clean. The sprmg mey, of course, be
incased to prevent injury to it.

- Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. A water-closet seat operated from a spring,
which latter, without operating the lid, is over-

balanced by the weight of the lid, bllet&lltl&H}T

as and for the purpose described.

2. The combination of the spring E, seat A,
and slotted lid C, all arlenged to operate eub
stantially as herein described.

B. G. FITZHUGH.

Witnesses: ,
ALEXR. A. U. KLAUCKE,
J. W. HAMILTON J OHNSON.
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