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" To all whom it may concern:

S ‘posite side thereof.
~ . samnein the posﬁ;lon of the view, Fig. 2.

| " in the drawing.
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IMPROVEMENT IN FLOOD FENCES
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i

Beitknown that I, Jo SDPH LEIOESTER WINES,

o of Hebardsville, 1 the county of Athens and

~ State of Ohio, have invented an Improvement in

- the Oonstructwn of Portable Fences, of which .
.- the following is & specification: '

- My invention relates to an 1mprovem ent in
flood- fences; and it consists in combining a water-
- board with one or more. p&nels of the fence, as

hereinafter fully described, insuch manneras that
- the movement of the W&ter board, when 1t 1s

P swung out by the force of the curreut will oper-

“ate to unhook and disconnect the &dJaeent pan-

| G “els, leaving them free to swing upon the hooks

'supportmg their opposite ends. |

- Figure 1 is an elevation of one side of my im-
proved fence. Fig. 2 is an elevation of the op-

Fig. 3 is a top view of the

The AITOWS In the sweml vlews indicate the

A A are the panels, made of ﬁve strlps Or 1&118

- of equal length, nailed to two end uprights or
~ posts, WW placed on different sides of the panel.
- The rails are made to project alternately at each

‘end of the panel, beyond said uprights, as shown

“rails of each panel, over the post, atone end there-

~ of,and CC staples secured 1n the corresponding

rails of that end of the next panel which is to in-

o  terlock with the first. These hooks are of such

~length as that when the panels are properly in-

_ B 'telloched they will readily hook into their appro- |
S priate staples, as shown in the drawing. M M-

. are pins secured in the lower ends of ‘the posts
- W W, and which fit into recesses in the ground
'blockb P P s0 as to fasten the same thereto. The

- fence,whensetup withitspanels properly brought

R -together and fastened as described, 1s seculed
o against the force of winds and 013]161 extraordi-

+ . nary strains by means of stakes D D, driven as |

" frequently as may be found demmble into the
“ground, at the corners formed by the panels of

" . thefence, these stakes being provided with hooks

to ennage staples in the panels and thus tie and

- support them firmly. E is a water-board, ar-

cure this and the adjacent panel, falls.

Hence, in each panel two rails
" extend beyond the post W at one end and three at
= - the other. Thepanels are all made exactly alike,

- andin bulld:mg a fence are brought together at an |
- angle, so that the projections of the rails shall
T .”111136110(:]; B B are hooks secured to the rail or

| ranged to prevent a destruction of the fé,nce in

case of sudden floods upon lands subject to over:
flow. It is secured at one end, to the lower end
of an upright rod or shaft, I, hinged to one of
the panels, and 1ts other end 1s left free to SWing
horlzonmlly under the lower rail of the fence, the

hinged upright forming its vertical axis, so that

when this free end of the board swings out from
under the fence it causes the upright to turn upon
its hinges. G is a short arm or lever secured to
the hinged upright F, near its upper end, so as
to ploject 110111‘50]113&11y therefrom. H 1s a 11gh13
angled lever secured upon the centralrail of the

| panel, near one end thereof, so that the end of

1t horlzontal arm shall termmate just below the
staple in which the single hook B/, used to se-
Kisa
wire connecting the npper end of the upright arm
of the lever H with the end of the short arm G
projecting from the hinged upright I.
The operation of this flood device, which I com- -
bine with my improved portable tence is simple.
When the water-board L 1s swung ar ound by the
pressure of the water lowing under the fence (see
dotted lines, Fig. 3) it, turns the upr 1ght I¥ so that
its short level G- will draw upon the wire K and
cause it to retract the upper arm of the right-
angled lever H. The short arm of said lever will
be thereby forced upward against the end of the
hook B’ so astopush it out ot its staple and thus
disengage it. The hook B/, by which the two
panels are held together, bemg thus disengaged,
the panels are left free to swing open upon the -
hooks confining their opposite ends, as shown by
dotted lines in Fig. 3, and thus allow free pas-
sage to the curr ent and any drift wood, &c., float-
ing therein. When the current has Geabed to

'ﬂow the panels may be readily brought together

and hooked : again, and the water-board set for
automatic operation, as described, all ready for
another oceaslon. |

It is evident that the right-angled lever may
be adapted to disengage sunultaneoubly twohooks
instead of one by torkmg its operative arm, and
also that this automatic flood-board may be ¢com-
bined with many varieties of fencing, the panels
whereof may be coupled by hooks.
~ The advantages of myimproved portable fenbe,
adapted as deseribed, not only for uplands, but
for bottom lands subJect to overflow, may Dbe
briefly enumerated as follows, viz.: BV the use
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of the hooks to couple the panels, and of the pins
to confine the uprights or posts to their ground-
blocks, each panel constitutes, in fact, a gate
swinging freely upon its hooks and pins as upon
hinges, so that free passage may be obtained, if
desired, through any part of the fence without
damage thereto, either for turning stock from
one field to another, for the passage of teams, or
for other purposes. A combination of a water-
board may be made with the hooks coupling any
two panels to open the fence at any desired point
in case of flood. The posts being supported upon
ground:blocks are elevated above the soil, and
are thus guarded against decay, and their con-
nection to the blocks by means of pins not only
firmly supports their base, but, in connection |

with an occasional stake, as shown at D in the
drawing, makes my fence very firm and secure.

I claim as my invention— |

The swinging water-board E secured to the
hinged upright F, carrying a projecting arm, G,
in combination with a right-angled lever, H, and
a connecting-rod or chain, K, and operating to
disengage from its staple a hook, B/, coupling any
two adjacent panels of a portable fence, all sub-
stantially as and for the purposesherein set forth.
- Witness my hand to this specification.

JOSEPH LEICESTER WINES.,

Witnesses:
HENRY T. BROWN,
A, G. BROWN.
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