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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, CLossoN P. BURGESS, of
the city of Rochester, in the county of Monroe
and State of New York, haveinvented anew and
useful Improvement in Wooden Pavements; and
I do hereby declare that the following is a full
and exact description thereof, reference being
had to the accompanying drawing and to the
letters of reference marked thereon.

Figure 1 represents a plan or top view of a

pavement constructed of blocks of wood in ac-

cordance with my invention. Tfig. 2 represents
“a side elevation of the same. -Fig. 3 represents
one of the blocks detached. |

My mmprovement in wooden pavements con-
sists in the construction and arrangement of uni-
formly-shaped blocks which will overlap each
other imn the transverse line of the street a dis-
tance along the one-half of their height and will
leave an open space between them below their
centers, and which may be used so as to produce
the same configuration and arrangement when
placed with either end upon the platform or base
first laid down to receive the structure.

In the accompanying drawing, A denotes a
base or platform laid upon a suitably-prepared
street. B B denote the blocks of wood, which
are of uniform size and shape. These blocks,
made of rectangular timber, have two of their
corners, a a, removed or cut away from the up-
per ends to the centers or middle line x x, as
represented in IKig. 2 of the drawing. They also
have the two corners & b removed from their
lower ends to the line » x; thus, the upper half
and lower half of the blocks are constructed alike,
but the removed corners at the lower half of
each block are lateral to the removed corners of
the upper half of the blocks. Butit is apparent
that these blocks may be placed in their just po-
sition in the pavement with either of their ends
upon the platform. This formation of the blocks
affords two very desirable and advantageous
features in wood pavements which have their in-
terstices filled 1 with cement or concrete. The
upper halt of corners a’ a’ are overlapped, as rep-
resented m Fig. 1, while the lower corners b b,
which are cut away, leave an open space to re-
cetve the cement between the blocks. The ar-
rangement ot the blocks is such as to leave a con-
tinuous open space transversely of the street
between the several tiers which compose the
pavement; but longitudinally the spaces are cut
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off by the overlapping corners &’ &/, and, as the
transverse arrangement is such as to break joints,
the pertect corners ¢ ¢ at the bottom of the blocks

do not come in contact with the blocksin rear or

in front of them, and consequently the lower half
of each block is surrounded with an open space
into which cement can be introduced to perfectly
key and preserve the pavement in its integrity.

The advantages of overlapping the blocks in
the transverse line of the street are in furnishing
a secure footing for horses, while the tendency
of wearing the tiers of wood so as to form “ropes”
or ‘“‘poles” 1s obviated.

It has been observed that the straight-edged
continuous transverse tiers used in wood pave-
ments become so worn or rounded off at their
upper corners as to form whatis technically called
ropes or poles, and heavily-laden teams are found
to flinch when traveling upon these old pave-
ments.

The foundation of the base or platform upon
which the base of the paving-blocks will rest
may be made of planks or boards of any desired
thickness, and these boards may be prepared
with a coating of coal-tar or any other suitable
material. The blocks will be arranged as de-
scribed aud represented in the drawing, when
the spaces and openings will be filled up with
any durable preparation of concrete or cement;
but I prefer to use for this purpose the composi-
tion for which a patent was granted to me and
James R. Stevenson February 14, 1871, and num-
bered 111,724, as it can be prepared in a semi-
hquid condition, so as to fill the spaces around
the lower half of the paving-blocks, and its wood-
preserving qualities will confer durability upon
the structure. |

Having fully described my improvement in
pavements, I claim and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent— |

The paving-blocks B B, having their corners
at @ « and b b removed, arranged to overlap in
the transverse line of the street, and surrounded
at their bases by open spaces to receive the ce-
ment, substantially as described, for the purposes
specitied.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my
hand this 28th day of July, A. D. 1871.

CLOSSON P. BURGESS.
- Witnesses:

H. 5. MILLER,
A. MOORE.
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