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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, EDWARD H. THOMPSON, of
the city and county of Washington and District
of Columbia, have invented a certain new and
usefnl Implovement i Files and Indexes; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description th(,reof refer ence
bemﬂ had to the drawing hereto annexed and
in which i 18 Ulustrated a perspective view oi my
Improved file and index. -

This invention has reference to an improved
file and index for letters, &c.; and it consists of
a receptacle, having "11)61 tures made in its sides
near 1ts rear end or b.-,u,k through which 1s intro-
- duced flexible or other smtdble ma;tuml for hold-
ing the index-leaves properly in place within the
.sfnd receptacle, and whereby the said leaves may
be arranged with reference to each other as that
a space oi any required size between them can
be created for the proper accommodation of the
quantity. of letters, &c., to be inserted between
them for filing, the s:zud receptacle or case being
furnished also with a hinged door or lid and a

post or guard, which .:LSSLStS in properly retain- |

ing the letters, &c., within the leaves of the in-
dex, substantially as hereinafter more fully de-
scribed and claimed.

To enable others to manufacture and use my
invention, I proceed to describe it.

In the .:mnexed drawing ‘A refers to a 1ucep
tacle or case, made, preferably, of a rectangular
form, and Supplled with a door or lid, a, which
1S hmﬂed or attached to the said case b;} some
ﬂemble material at the end of its horizontal por-
tion, and supplied at the extremity of its vertical
portion with a clasp, which fits over a projection
secured to the base of the guard B of the case A.
This case 1s also conbtructed with openings a' '
both 1n 1ts top and bottom, and near its rear end
or back, for the 1e(,eptlou and passage of the
tape a2 or other suitable means for holding the
index -leaves, designated by the letters of the

alphabet, within the said case, the said fastening |

oy

or tape a* being made to pass through apertures
in the said leaves and tied or otherwise secured
together at 1ts ends upon the lower side of the
case just referred to, and whereby the said leaves
may be so secured 1n place as to permit of a space
between each of them, being created of such size
as to accommodate or smt the quantity of letters
to be inserted between them for filing. B refers
to the post or guard above referred to, which 1s
fastened at its lower extremity to the bottom of
the case A, or constructed with the latter, and
forther eceptwn of which, when the lid ¢ is (,losul

a recess or opening, a, is cut in the front part of
thesaid coveror lid «. (See drawing.) This guard
prevents the letters mserted in the index-leaves
from coming In contact with the lower edge of
the cover «, as 1t 1s so located that its inner sur-
tace, agamst which the said letters rest at their
outer ends, 18 brought in the same plane as that
of the inner sultace of the vertical or front part
of the said cover, thereby preventing them pro-

jecting beyond the same and the sdid cover ac-

comphishing the result above stated.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters metent
18—

1. The case A with the lid @ ha ving the recess
«’, openings a ¢!, and the guard or pcnst B, all con-
structed and auanued to operate substantmll}
as and for the purpose set forth.

2. The case A with the apertures « «, lid a,
and guard B, 1n combination with the bmd_mﬂ a”l
and an 111ch all eonstructed, arranged, md op
erating bubstantmlly as and 101 the pmpow set
forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as my
invention, 1 have hereunto signed my name this
Sth day of April, A. D. 1871, in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses. *

K. H. THOMPSON

Witnesses:

A. GUSTAM,
WiLL M. HARTSHORN.
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