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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

J. MAX RUDIGER, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN FOLDING CHAIRS AND LIFE-PRESERVERS.

_Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 117,209, dated July 18, 1871.

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, J. MAX RUDIGER, of

~ Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State of

New York, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement 1n Folding Chairs and Life-Preserv-
ers; and 1 dohereby declare the following to be
a clear and exact description of the nature there-
of, sutficient to enable others skilled in the art

-to which my invention appertains to fully under-

stand and use the same, reference being had to

_the accompanying drawing making part of this

specitication, in which—
Figure 118 a side view of the device illustrat-

ing my invention. Fig. 2 is a rear view there-
~ of.

Fig. 3 1s a front view thereof in a folded
state. F¥ig. 4 1s a side view thereof in a folded
state. . -

Similarlettersof reference indicate correspond-
ing parts in the several figures.

My invention consists in so. counstructing a
folding chair that, when it is folded or closed, it
will readily form a life-preserver.

- Kelerring to the drawing, A represents a fold-
ing chair of the class which, when not required
for use, is readily folded or closed, in order to

- form a compact bundle for convenience of hand-
- ling, storing, or transportaticn.

| B represents
the seat thereof, which is hinged to the legs and
made to told between the side pieces of the back
of the chair or otherwise, as is usual in such eases.
The space inside of the frame of the seat is oc-

cupied by a block or piece, C, of buovant sub-

- stance, and a similar block or piece, D, of buoy-

ant substance, occupies the space between the
legs of the chair, It is preferable that the piece
D should be connected to the rear legs of the

~chair in order to keep the front legs clear and

unobstructed, and thus render the seat comfort-
able to the occupant. The pieces C D may con-

- sist of metal or rubber air-chambers, wood, cork,
or other substances most suitable for the

| pur-
poses intended. It will be seen that when the
chalr 1s open it forms a comfortable seat, has an
ordinary appearance, and its parts are in usual
position. The piece Disnotinthe way and scarce-
ly detracts from the general style of the chair,
while the space it occupies, being otherwise va-
cant, isaceordingly utilized. When itisrequired

 to fold the chair, the parts being hinged are per-

mitted to come together and form a compact ar-

article, occupying but little width, and allowing |

the ready handling, stowing, and transportation
of the chair, as is well known to those who are
tamiliar with this class of chairs. Attention is
directed to the fact that when the chair is thus

folded the seat C and piece D are broughtin line

with each other, and form, as it were; a Iong and
somewhat flat body, as seen in Figs. 3 and 4.
In this condition a life-preserver is produced.

A special advantage of my invention is that
the chairs that are not in use, but folded and
stowed away or lying round, always form life-
preservers.
the chairs into such becaunse they are so converted
by the operition of folding. |

Chairs on shipboard which are in use or within -
reach are, in cases of accidents, such as falling
overboard or shipwreck, seized as available ob-
jects for safety, but their tendency to roll renders -
them uncertain and unreliable. The dimensions
of the chairs and their ‘projecting legs are also
serious mconveniences, and serve toincommode
and confuse passengers who crowd together in
the excitement and commotion of the ocecasion,
My mvention is designed to remedy these evils
as well as provide a serviceable life-preserver.

When the chair is folded it can be carried ver-
tically between the people, and occupy compar-
atively but little room, while its legs being closed
in will not be thrust against the passengers nor
cast in the way of their feet. The pr:servers
will readily float and afford sufficiently large and
safe resting places for the persons thereon. A
life-ratt can easily be constructed from a number
of chairs.

Other uses of my invention will present them-
selves as occasion suggests or necessity requires.
The device will be found simple and useful, and

embody the advantages and conveniences of

either a-folding chair or life-preserver.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18—

A folding chair, having the buoyant seat B
and the buoyant piece D of the legs combined
and operating together so asto convert the chair
Into a life-preserver, in the manner desecribed.

The above signed by me this 17th day of Feb-
ruary, 1871.

Witnesses: J. MAX RUDIGER.

EUGENE D. BERRI,
WM. BERRI, Jr.

No operation is required to convert
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