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Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 116,874, dated July 11, 1871.

-~ To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES W. SCHAEFER,

= _:’..of the city of Phlhdelphm in the State of Penu.
~ sylvania, have invented certain Improvementsin

o KnapS‘wkb, of Whlbh the following is a bpeuhc

a | f,:'thIl :

The first imrt of my invention relates to the

- construetion of a Lnapsacl-._ m two longitudinal
- halves, connected together by qu})pmtuw frames
'hmﬂed to each Oﬂlel and a]_)l_)hed 1n such a man-
.. ner thaJt the said knapsack can be readily opened
- and closed as occasion may require; the object
~of this part of my invention being to afford bet-
~ter facilities for access and 111\1)6(11011

The SEeC-

~ond part of my invention relatesto the arrange-
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~ ment and attachment of the sling-straps to the
. back of the knapsack in such a manner that
. while the strain from the weight of the latter
- .will be in the lines of the flttflchments the upper
~end ot the knapsack will be maintained in close
- .. contact with the back of the wearer and the
~weight
~ the Jower end of the same, the object of this
- part of my invention being twofold: 1st, to re-
~lieve the front of the shoulders of the wearer
- from the weight-pressure of the knapsack by
- transferring the sald pressure mainly to the tops
- of the shoulders, where it can be borne with less

supported mainly by the attachinent at

fatigue; and 2d, to prevent any lateral or oseil-

:thory motlons of. the lower end of the knapsack
L _upon the back of the wearer in marching.

Figure 1 1s a side elevation of my said im-

~ proved knapsack as when closed and slung upon
~ the wearers’ back.
- back or sling-side of the said closed knapsack.
- Fig. 31s a p]*m view of the inner sides of the

Hie. 218 an elevation of the

- two parts of the knapsack when the same is

- opened for packing or Inspection.

The body of the Lnapsa,(,k 18 divided longitud-

- inally into two corresponding parts, A A", and
~_connected together by two frames,

{” ( "” which

o “are hinged or articulated together at 4 4, and se-

- eured, respectwe]y to the parting edﬂeb of the

e two parts by overlappings of leathel stitched

B  fast to the said edges.

- when the knaps‘wk is opened.

One part, A, is provided

- with four lapping-pieces, 6 6, ﬁtted Wlﬂl respect-
- 1ve straps and buckles, Wherebv articles pftcked

- 1n the part A may be 560111'913 retained therein
. (See Fig. 3.) A
- balance-projection, 7, extends around the outside
edge of part A, (See Fig. 1,) which covers the

Justably connected by buckles, a hook,

jomt formed between the two parts when closed
together, as shown 1n the figuie. The said two
parts are held closed tog ether by outside straps
and buckles 8 8 attaclwd to the respective sides
and upper ends, and the whole knapsack, except
the frames and buckles, is made of _1&[1?]161 The
shing-straps B B’ have tht;il upper ends abutted
tog ethel obliquely downwardin the middle of the
upper end of the back of the knapsack and
stitched fast thereto, as represented at i/, and
their lower ends abutted together in a 5111111.[11
manner obhiquely downward in the middle of the
lower end of the sald back and stitched fast
thereto, as represented at d”, the upper and the
lower parts ot the respective straps being ad-
and cross-
strap, ) in the usual well- Ln()wn 111.:,11111(,;1‘

W’hen the knapsack 1s applied the strain of its
welght upon the sling-straps will be in the line of
their respective attauhmontb to the knapsack,
and, therefore, not likely to be ripped or torn off
on the mareh bvthe said welght; and the arrange-
ment of the said attachments causes the W(-']ﬂ ht
to be supported from the lower end of the L..na])-
sack and upon the tops of the shoulders of the
soldier, so as to leave the fronts of the shoul-
ders free from any other pressure than the slight
one of keeping the upper end of the ]mapmmh
trom falling back from the shoulders; while at
the same tum the arrangement of the attach-
ments of the lower ends of the slings to the
middle of the lower end of the back of the said
knapsack effectually prevents the lateral or os-
cillatory motions to which the old kunapsacks are
subject during the march.

It will be u,adlly understood that a 1{11.-;1psadx
divided mto two parts and hinged together as
herein described, will afford better f’LCIlltleS both
for packing and Inspection, tlmn any of those

heretofore used in the army.

I claim as my invention—

A military knapsack intwolongitudinal halves
A and A/, connected together bv the 11"510111%‘(6[1
SllppOIflnﬁ trames «'f a:”" and 11.:11*111{1 the sling-
straps B B/ secured to the middle bl of the
upper and lower parts, respectively, of the back
of the knapsack,all as and for the purposes here-
mbefore set forth.

Witnesses: CHAS. W. SOHADI‘DR

BENJ. MORISON,
JABEZ SMITH.
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