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PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM L. MAY,

OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.

IMPROVEMENT IN PORTABLE FARE-BOXES.

' Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 116,466, dated June 27, 1871.

To all whom it man Y CONCErn:

- Be it known that I, WILLIAM L. MAY, of Phil-
~ adelphia, in the count;y of Philadelphia and State
of Pennsylvama have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Fare-Boxes; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full , clear, and ex-
act description of the same, reference being had
to the annexed drawing makm o part of this speci-
fication, in which—

Flgure is an elevation of the entire box. Iig.
2 is a sectional view endwise through the middle
of the box, showing portions of the mechanism
used in operating it. Kig. 3 1s a sectional view
lengthwise through the middle of the box, and
at right angles with the view shown in Ifig. 2,
also showing other parts of the mechanism used
in operating the box. -

- The same letters in all the figures are used to
represent the same parts.

My invention relates to improvement in fare-
boxes; and consistsin the arrangement of valves
or hmged leaves in connection with the station-
ary platforms of the box, as hereinatter described.

In Fig. 1, A 18 a box ‘made of any suitable ma-
terial, hawng a wedge- %haped top, H H’, in the
edge or apex of which is inserted a hoppel D,
- through which the fareis dropped, and 181GGGIVGG_

on the platform E. The lower edﬂes of hopper
are serrated, as shown, in order to prevent the
withdrawal of any article through the hopper.
In each face of the wedge-shaped top 13 inserted a
strong clear glass pla-te,, (x, (one only being shown
in Fw 1,) through which any article dr opped on
the 1}1att01m is distinetly visible to both the
passenger and collector, who holds the box by the
-~ handle B. The ends of the wedge-shaped top
may also be of glass, as. shown in Fig. 2, & G,
The interior of the box: is divided mto two parts
by the platform or table E, a plane parallel to
the bottom of the box, and at a suitable distance
below the top. The l)ldtf(}lﬂl H 1s divided into
two parts, each of which turns on pivots b ', I'igs.
2 and 3, p]aced in the sides of the box. The box
18 provlded with a handle, B, by which 1t 1s held,
and above which is placed a ' thumb- -piece, C, vi-
brating on a pwot ¢, in the side of the box as
shown in Iig. 2 The long arm of the thumb-

piece extends under the platfm m E, and 1s con-
nected with the interior arm of czwh half of the
platform by the vibrating links d d, turning on
- the pivot I in the end of the long 'arm of the |

thumb-piece C, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3. The
thumb-piece is held down 1n 1ts proper stdtionar'y |
position by a suitable spring, L, Kig. 2. On the
top of the platform I 1s a thin flat plece of metal,
as wide as the platform, and of a suitable len gth.
This piece of metal is divided into two leaves, I
E”, which are joined together by a hinge-joint, g g,
I‘w 1. One of these leavesis fumly attached to
one of the leaves of the vibrating platform E/, the
joints g ¢’ being placed in such a position that
when the platform is raised to 1ts highest posi-
tion the joint g ¢’ of the metallic leaves will form
the apex of the wedge thus formed, as shown in
Fig. 3 by the dotted lines. The other metallic
leat, being free, slides over the leaf It and covers
the opening caused by the separation of the plat-
form-leaves I I/, and keeps the sidesof the wedge
formed by the elevation of the platform of a sym-
mefrical shape. The links connecting the long
arm of the thumb-piece with leaves E E/ of the
platform, turning on the pivot 1, assume the po-
sition shown in Fig. 3 by the dotted lines at O.
Beneath the platform E I, supported on the sides .
of the box at N N, 1s a second platforin, of metal,
M, as long as the interior of the box, the sides of
which are bent down to such an anﬂle with the
flat portion of the platform M thaﬁs any article
placed upon it will at once slide oit. These lower
edges thus formed have attached to them, by a
hinge-joint, two metallic laps or valves, ¢ #/, which
swing freely. Two metallic flaps or valves, eé,
are also placed in the ends of the box, and swmg
freely on a joint located at a suitable point to
cause them to operate properly with the other
valves ¢+ /. When the boxis in an upright posi-
tion these valves offer no resistance to the iree
passage into the apartment P, but hang down, as
represented at ee’ ¢ ¢/, I'ig. 3; but theinstant the
position of the box is changed, or should it be in-
verted, theleaves or mlves asaumepomtwnswaw
ing with the position of the box, and represented
by the dotted lines, and in every case preventing
the withdrawal of a,nything from the &partment |
P. The bottom is hinged to the box, (see S S,)
and provided with a hasp, «, and staples ¢ ¢, or
other suitable arrangement by which 1t can be
securely locked.
Having thus minutely described the construe-
tion of my invention, I will proceed to show how
1t 1s operated. The collector the handle firmly
in one hand, placing his thumb on the thumb- _
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piece, as seen in Fig. 1 at C, presents it to the
passenger, who drops his fare through the hop-
per D onto the platiorm kK, where 1t lies plainly
correctness, the collector presses his thumb upon
the thumb-piece; this causes the elevation of
~ the long arm of the thumb-piece, and with 1t the
- leaves of the platform E E’, on which the fare lies.
The moment the platform 1s elevated the fare
slides off of the platform, through the flaps or
valves e ¢/ ¢ ¢/, into the receptacle P, from which
it can only be taken by the person possessing the
key to the lock. The moment the conductor re-
leases the pressure upon the thumb-piece the
platform assumes 1ts original position and is
ready for another fare.

It is intended, in order to guard against fraud,

that each passenger shall deposit his or her fare, |

and that access to the receptacle shall alone be
had by such person or persons authorized to take
the money. | .

What 1 claim as my invention, and desire t
secure by Letters Patent, 1s—

The leaves I and EY, the supplementary leaves
K ¥, the lever (, links d d’, and spring L, oper-
ating as specified, said lever being arranged be-
neath the leaves, and projecting through the side
of the box into convenient proximity to the han-
dle of the same, substantially as herein shown
and described.

WILLIAM L. MAY.

Witnesses:
C. A. RODNEY,
0. M. RoDNEY.
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