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UNITED STATES

116 368

PATENT OFFICE

HENRY SPILLMANN, OF NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA.

IMPROVEMENT IN SUPPORTERS AND PESSARIES. -

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 116,368, dated June 27, 1871.

To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY SPILLMANN, of the
city of New Orleans and State of LOHISI&I]& have
invented a certain new, usetul, and Improved Ab-

dominal Supporter with aUterme Supporting At-

tachment; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full clear, and exact description of the
same, 1eference bem g had to the annexed draw-
ing making a part of this specification, on which
it is shown in connection with the ends of the
band which holds it in posn_tlon on the body of
the subject.

My invention consists, first, of a pectlllaw.l*g;r
formed metallic frame- bar to Whlch the pad is
secured, and which 1s prowded at 1ts two extremi-
ties with pins and screws for fixing, adjusting,
and holding the proximate slotted metallic levers
or hip-plates rigidly at any desired angle or in
any given position, and an elastic body-band is
made to establish the connection between the said
hip-plates and the said pad and frame-bar. To
the abdominal supporter above mentioned and
partially described is attached a uterine sup-
porter or pessary of a peculiar and novel con-
struction, and consisting mainly of two hollow
rings, the lower one of which is vertically adjust-
able upon an upright hollow stem, having at its
lower extremity a socket for the reception of a
- ball at the end of the bracket which forms the
support of pessary and at the same time the
means of attachment to the frame-bar of the ab-
dominal supporter aforesaid. The upper ring,
which 1s, in fact, the pessary proper, 1s bracketed
to an npright stem resting upon a spring placed
within the upright hollow stem, with socket be-
fore mentioned. But my improvement will be
better understood and appreciated by reference
to the drawing, on which all that I claim as of
my invention 1s very clearly shown. _

On the drawing, A is the metallic frame-bar to
which I have 1etemed to which the pad B is se-
cured, as shown. This frame should be made
as hght as is compatible with a due regard to
strength, and securely fastened to the pad. The
latter Should be made of some soft pliable mate-
rial in order to prevent chafing or irritation of
the parts of the body of the wearer with which
it may come in contact. It 1s curved according
to the size of the person for whom it is intended.
At the extremities of the frame-bar A are piv-
~ oted the slotted levers or hip-plates C (/, in such

manner that they will articulate freely for adjust-
ment upon the points of connection ¢ ¢’ and b b’.

Each of these levers or hip-plates is provided
with a slot, as shown, so that they can be adjusted
On pins or screws b b" and thereby regulate the
pressure on the pad acwrdmg to the manner in
which it 1s required to impinge upon the parts of
the body to which it is applied. The body-band
1s composed of leather at ifs extremities in order

the better to secure the hip- pl&tes C '/ thereto;

but elsewhere—that 18 to say, 1n its central por-
tion—of India-rubber cloth or some other equally
elastic fabric. That portion of leather is covered
with some suitable cloth, with a view to render

the band less liable to chate or irritate the per-

son of the wearer.

In the use of my supporter, if a very consider-
able pressure is necessary, the levers or hip-plates
C C’ are adjusted on the pins b b’ by depressing
the hip-plates as low as the slots will admit. If
a less pressure is required the adjustment is as
shown on the drawing—that is to say, the pins
b b’ are placed in the center of the slots, and if
only a moderate or gentle pressure is needed then
the hip-plates are elevated to the highest point
allowed by the slots therein. The pressure is thus
reduced to such an extent as to make it almost
inappreciable to the wearer, while yet fully suffi-
cient to relieve the depresqm g tendency of the ab-
domen—a contingency more or less peculiar to fe-
males under certain conditional circumstances.

The above-described parts of my improved ab-
dominal supporter are very simple in the results
of their application to those of my improved
truss patented September 7,1869; but they are
of more simple construction, more readily and
conveniently applied in practice, and are like-
wise equally as economical in the cost of their
manufacture.

D shows the stem-pessary, to which I have al-
ready referred, and the general construction of
which 1 have betore described. K is the upper
ring, which is brought into direct contaet with the
womb, and which 1s made flexible by being placed
upon a stem which bears upon a spring within
the hollow upright tube F above mentioned. H
1s the lower ring or collar, which is placed around
the stem or tube K loosely_ 80 as to be vertically
adjustable, as before stated. I isthe stem by

means of which the uterine supporter is attached
to the abdominal supporter.

The ball and socket




- whom the uterine
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~at ¢ render the movements of the supporter into
: sapporter above described 1s:
~1nserted, or to whoin it is applied, perfectly free

- to 1incline the body to any angle or position nee- |
| _ The flexi- |

bility and elasticity of the ring E are intended |
The |
particular and special object of the lewu-lmg?Hf N

~essary 1 all the movements of life.
~ ta avoid all undue pressure on tlm womb.

18 to give greater firmness and steadiness of po-
- sitton to the ring I above

. thermore, to prevent its liability to ineline from |
. 1ts required position, and thereby produce irrita- |

- mentioned, and, fur- |

 tion or inflammation of the p.;u tb W lt]l W 1110h 1t | for the pmposcs S(-*-t 101'1311
- _¢omes 1n contact in practice. . | P

. Having thus described my IHVGD.thll what I; |
Q:f(.»lﬂ.l[[l, .:Lnd dLSll‘G to secure by'Letters Patent,:
18— 1
1. The metfﬂhc stem pessary D, cmnposed of |

two rings, - and H, the former having a flexible
elastic movement by resting upon aspring within =~
or without the stem or tube If, the latter being
vertieally adjustable, and the whole connected =

with the stem 1 by the universal joint e, all of
which,: wlmn (Ollbflll(‘f(“d Mlbﬁt:llltl‘ﬂ]} as de-j SRR
_beul)ed | .
2. Th(., stem- pea::,ar} helem dehcubed mn eom# o
| bination with the abdominal supporter c_omp%ud RS
of the 'fmrne'A, pad B, elastie belt ’111(1 hip-plates =

O O 1}111.5 a o' and D b and the elongated aper- '
‘rureb ¢ e qubh‘rautlfﬂ]v as herun debulbcd and |
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