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To all whom it may concern: )
__Be ifi known that I, WiLLIAM B. BABCOCK, of
Ilast I’embroke, in the county of Genesee and
State of New York, have invented a Clapboard-
Gauge and Bracket, of which the following is a
specification: = |
My invention relates to an implement to be
used in adjusting, fitting, and putting on clap-
boards and for other like purposes in building,

- and in place of what is commonly known as the

gauge-nail. It consists of two principal parts;
and 1s construeted of iron, steel, or other metal,
-and of any desirable size. Thelonger part I term
the bar; the smaller part I term the slide. Th
parts properly joined form the clapboard-gauge
~and bracket. | S | |

A A is the bar. B Bisthe slide. C C are the
parts joined, forming the gauge and bracket., Af
the upper end of bar A is a piece, d, projecting
at a right angle from the bar, at the end of which
Is & knob, e. At the lower part of the bar is a
slot, s, of sufficient size and length to permit the
slide, hereinafter described, to work. At the
lower end of the bar and upon each side of the
slot are a scale and notches, n n, arranged for se--
curing the slide as it is raised or lowered. These
notches are designated by numbers, and, in con--
nection with the slide, denote the number of
inches and parts of inches the board is laid to the
~ weather. The slide B has a shoulder at each end,
@ and o. The upper shoulder « is smooth, to slide
against the bar; the lower one o is pivoted and
arranged to fit into the notches in the bar. Upon
each shoulder is a projection, threaded, and of
sufficient length to passthrough the slot in the bar
to receive the thumb-nuts, which, when screwed
down, will hold the slide at any desirable place

on the bar. At the upper shoulder « is a blade, |

J, of circular or other form, projécting in line
with the slide. . f o
The slide being placed on the bar, the pivot o

1n the notch, which allows the proper width, the

board is to be held to the weather. Turn the
screw at o, which fastens the lower end of the

slide, leaving the upper end loose and oscillating

to conform to different thickness of boards. The
tool 1s shid upward, the blade J passing under or
back of the last board nailed on till the shoulder
@ touches its lower edge; then a turn of the up-
per screw fastens the tool firmly to the wall in
the proper position. The board is then placed.
on the projecting piece d, and is held in position
by the knob e, which also causes the bar to Spring
to conform to different thickness of boards. The
board is then scribed, fitted, and nailed on. . A
backward turn of the upper screw and a sli oht
pressure downward disengage the tool, when it
18 shid upward and serewed fast to the wall as-
before. One gauge and bracket are used at each

- end of the board.

The advantages of this implement are in part
as follows, viz.: First, it leaves the work unin-
jured, does not split the board, or leave any nail-
hole. Second, its accuracy in spacing; and it
also furnishes a superior bracket to receive and
properly hold the next board. Third, it saves
time In changing from one board to another, no
hammer or other tool being required to aid in the
operation. .

1 claim as my invention— | .

The combination of the bar A and the slide B

: ’

substantially as and for the purpose hereinbefore
set forth. | | |
- Witnesses: WILLIAM E.BABCOCK.

Lucius B. PARMELE,
ALANSON SPENCER.
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