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UNITE STATES

FRANKLIN V. BROOKS, OF NEW YOREK, N. Y. ,ﬂ

~ IMPROVEMENT IN STAMP-CANCELERS.

Specification ,férming pa,rt.of Letters Patent No. i15,693, dated June 6, 1871,

I, FRANKLIN'W. BROOKS of the eity, county,
and State of New York, have invented a new
and Improved Apphance forSecuring and Can-
celing Revenue and other Stamps, of whlch

the fo]lomnﬂ* 18 & s;:-eelﬁcatmn

Nature and Ob)ee_}ts of the Invention.

In patents heretofore granted to me I have
set forth means by which revenue-stamps may
be secured to barrels by interposing them be-
tween plates of metal which cannot be sep-

arated withoutf such motion of one or the other |

as will necessarily deface the stamp and pre-

vent its use without detection. By my pres-

ent invention I effect the same object with
stamps, which may be stuck by cement in the

|
|

usual way directly to the surface of the bar-

- rel or other package without interposing a

metal plate beneath that part of the stamp to

which the securing device is applied. To effect

~ this object I employ one or more sheets or

plates of metal adapted to puncture the paper
of which the stamp is composed, and secured
to the barrel or other package by a fastening
of such a character that it cannot possibly be
withdrawn without mutilation of the stamp.
My invention further consists in punching,

stamping, or otherwise permanently marking
- on such securing-plate such characters as may

be absolutely necessary for the identification
of a particular stamp, such, for example, as
the number of said stamp, da.te of payment,
capacity of gage of package, name of gager,
or any one of these or other distinguishing
marks, -

Dascription af the Aemmpm Ying Drdzving
- Figure 1 is a plan view of a part of a bar-

 rel-head with a revenue-stamp and a cap-plate

and rigid holding-plate applied to it. Fig. 2
is a section of the same at x «, Fig. 1. Fig. 3
is a plan view of one of the cap -plates before
"TFig. 4 is a view of one of said
plates with a rigid holding- plate of a modified
form. Fig. 5 is a section at y y, Fig. 4. Iig.

6 is a side view of the plate as it is prepared
- for application to the stamp. Iig. 71s a plan |
 view of a modified form of the plate with a

portion of the spines bent. Fig. 8 is a side
view of the plate shown in Fig. . Fig, 9 18
a side view Of one form of the Splke
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circle or cluster of the spines c.
| is formed with barbs or flanges, which may

General Deseription,

A may represent a common revenue-stamp,
and B a portion of the head of a barrel, to

which it is to be stuck in the usual way; but
‘before thus applying the stamp to the barrel

my cap-plate C is applied to the stamp in the
manner hereinafter described, or in any sub-
stantially equivalent way to eﬁ‘ect the same
result, I prefer to form the plates C of thin
sheet metal with one or more apertures having
serrated margins forming spines ¢ ¢, which may
be readily driven through the paper of the
stamp and bent or clinched on the opposite
side, 80 as to hold the plate to the stamp and

prevent any motion of the plate when the

stamp is in position without tearing and de-
facing the latter. The spines being turned
perpendicularly to the plate, as shown at ¢
in Fig. 6, may be then easﬂy forced through
the paper, and are then easily turned into the

position shown in Fig. 2 without the require-

ment of any special {ool for the purpose. The -

stamp may then be stuck upon a barrel or

package as readily and effectually as if the
plate were not used. Forthe purpose of firmly
securing the plate C1it is formed with a square
or other non-circular aperture, a, to receive a
barbed or flanged spike, B, the neck b of which
is made to fit said aperhlre in the plate, so

that when the bolt is driven into the wood by
hammering, screwing, or other means, it can-

not be tumed without turnin g the eap -plate
also, and this will instantly deface the stamp
by tearmg out the paper contained within each

The spike B!

either be adapted to preclude the possibility

of withdrawing it, or else to permit of its with-

drawal only by turning it. 'This turning may

‘be effected by a screw-driver or by any suit-
able key,and its first effect is to tear the stamp.

Tfor many purposes I prefer to make the said
spike with non-spiral circumferential flanges,
as shown in Fig. 9, oblique or slanting on their
lower surfaces, and either perpendicular to the
axis of the spike or dovetailed at baclk. This
construction adapts the spike to be readily
driven in with a hammer, and, when in, to be
easily turned, so as to tear the stamp; but it
cannot be withdrawn without destroying some -

| part of the appliance. When the said flanges



- are made spiral, so that the spike constitutes

@ screw, its square neck, by being held in a
suitable plate, prevents the turning necessary
to 1ts mthdrawal unless the plfhte be allowed
to turn. This spike or holding appliance will
“hence be understood  to admit of this modifi-
cation in construction. When the flanges are

madenon-spiral the square ornon-circularneck:

- or head may be dispensed with, and when the
- neck or head is made non- clrculalz the holding
flanges may be either spiral or not. When if
18 necessary to formn a more secure connection
‘between the screw or spike B’ and the cap-
plate C, 1 employ a rigid metallic plate, D,
which is similarly pierced with a hole ﬁttmg
the neck of said spike, and has also one or

more studs, d d, which take into holes puuched-
- for this purpose in the sheet C, as shown in
- .Figs.1and 2. Another modification of this
device is seen in Figs.4 and 5, where therigid
plate 18 shown with grooves or dovetailed re-
cess on its lower surface, into which the thin |
plate O 1s slipped after bemg applied to the |

stamp This does not interfere with sticking
the stamp directly to the barrel, aid when
the bolt B is driven in to hold the plajtes all 18
18- secured. The turning of the cap-plate C
~ through the medium of the holding-spike or
the rigid plate D, in either of these or any
other suitable form 1s useful for canceling the
stamp by tearing out those parts embraced by
the spines. Enough of the stamp is left un-
~1njured to determine its genuineness. The

manner of marking the plate with a simple.

punch to indicate various particulars will be
clearly understood by reference to the draw-
© ing. In the illustration given in Fig. 1 the
barrel is supposed to be gaged as containing
seventy - nine proof gallons, and the tax to
have been paid on the 151311 day of January,
1371, these figures being punched out. The
date and number on the stamp corresponding
with those on the plate also afford means of

1deut1hcat10n but in the event of these marks |

- on the stamp being so soiled or marred as to
become illegible, the marks on the plate will

F

m,m -

| preserve the record with a permanence and

security which are impossible under the usual
mode of applying stamps. FPins or tacks e e,
Iig. 1, may be applied in the corners of the
plate é to secure it against aceidental turnmg |

‘before the stamp 1s to be canceled.

My invention may be used under a modified .
form, as illustrated in Fig. 7. The plate C is
hele made in the form of a disk with spines
projecting from its periphery, so that they may
be forced through the paper and turned over
in the same manner as was explained with

| reference to the other form of the device. This
| disk being then secured by a barbed bolt, B/,

with angular neck fitting a central orifice in
the said plate will effectually secure the stamp
against removal in a whole state, and will
atford means of canceling the same in the man-
ner already described, the turning of the plate
acting to cut out a 011‘0111&1" piece of the stamp,
as before,

Claims.
I claim as my invention—

1. A cap-plate, C, formed with qpmes to
puncture and be turned down apon the under

surface of the stamp, and held by a flanged

or barbed spike or screw, or other fastening,
said appliances belng constm(.,ted and ar-
ranged in any manner, substantially as here-
in explained, to permit the sticking of the

stamp duectly to the surface of the barrel or

other package without the interposition of a
metallic plate beneath it, but effectually pre-
vent the removal of said smmp 1n a whole con-
dition.

2. In & cap-plate, C, construeted and apphed
as above specified, the embossed tables shown
1 Kig, 1, for the purpose of permanently in-

| dlc&tmg the several particulars of date, num-

ber, and capacity, as explained.
FRANKLIN W BROOKS

Witnesses:
ANTONIO C. GONZALE?’
'N. BAUR.
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