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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ELI WHITNEY, OF NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT.

IMPROVEMENT IN REVOLVING FIRE-ARMS.

Specifieation forming part of Letters Patent N 0. 115,238, dated May 23, 1871.

Lo all whom it may concern: |
Be it known that I, ELt WHITNEY, of New
~Haven, in the county of New Haven, and State
of Connecticus, have invented a new Improve-
mentin Revolving Fire-Arms; and I do hereby
declare the following, when taken in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawings and the
letters of reference marked thereon, to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the same,
and which said drawings constitute part of this
specification, and represent, in—-
Figuare 1,aside view of the frame and spindle,

the spindle in place as when securing the cyl-

Inder; FKig. 2, the same with the spindle with-
~ drawn, as for the removal of the cylinder; Figs.
o and 4, vertical sections on line x .

This invention relates to an improvement in

revolving fire-arms, the object being a conven-
tentdeviceforremoving thecylinder; anditcon-
sistsin combining with thespindle, which forms
the bearing on which the cylinder revolves, a
vertical latch, arranged in the frame, which
will fall into a noteh in the spindle when in its
home position, and also into a similar noteh
when the spindle is withdrawn. sufficiently to
permit the removal. of the cylinder, thus pre-

venting the entire removal of the spindle and

avoiding the liability to lose the said spindle.

A 18 the frame, of common construction; B,
the spindle or bearing, which passes centrally
through the eylinder and forms the axis upon
which the cylinder tuarns. It rests in a bear-
ing, /,in the frame, with an end, D, projecting
from the frame, which, under certain circum-
stances, may be used to force the exploded
shells or cartridges from the chambers.

In the forward part of the frame I arrange a
vertical slide, a, (see Fig. 3,) which extends
down to the under side of the frame and is
formed into or fixed in a head, d. A pin, f, or
similar device, is inserted in the frame, passing
~ through a slot in the said slide to prevent its re-

‘moval entirely from the frame, and a suitable
- spring, n, 1s arranged to force the slide down-
ward, as in Fig. 3. The said slide is arranged-
in such relative position to the seat for the spin-
dle B as to enter upon one side of the said seat,

1 and the said.slideis at one point, m, grooved, so

that when the slide is pressed upward the said
groove will conform to that portion of the seat
for the spindle through which it passes, as seen
in Fig.4, but when down, as in Fig. 3, that por-
tion of the seat is filled by the said slide.

On the spindle, at a point, ¢, (see Fig. 2,) a
notch is formed in the spindle, this point being
in such relative position that when the spindle
is fully inserted, as in Tig. 1, the slide ¢ will
rest in the said notch. Near the end of the
spindle a similar notch, s, is formed, which is
in such position that when the spindle is with-
drawn, as in Iig. 2, the slide « will rest in the
sald notch s. o o

The operation is as foilows: Supposing the
spindle to be in the position seen in Fig. 1, the
slide will bein the positionseenin Fig. 3. Hold-
ing the spindle in that position, press upon the
head D to force the slide into the frame, as in
Fig.4,whichbringsthenotchmintoline with the
seat ot the spindle. Then the spindle may be
withdrawn until the notch s comes in line with
the slide. Then the slide will fall into the said
notch s and prevent its further removal, unless
1t be desirable to entirely remove the spindle, -
which may be doneby pressing theslideinward,
as before. Toreturnthe spindle, pressthe slide
In, as before, return the spindle, and when in
place the slide will fall into the noteh 4 and
agaln seenre it. o ‘ |

If desirable, only one of the notches may be
employed, which may be either to prevent the
entire removal of the spindle, as in the case of
the noteh s, or secure it in position only, as the
notch 7.

I elaim as my invention— |

In combination with the spindle B, construct-
ed with the notches ¢ or s, one or both, and ar-
ranged in the frame, as described, the notched
shide «, arranged ‘and operating, as specified,
to lock and secure the spindle. |

ELLI WHITNEY.,

Withesses:
A. J. TIBBITS,
J., H. SHUMWAY.
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