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'IMPROVEMENT IN GROCERS’ CANISTERS.

The Schedule referred to in thes'a.Latters Patent and malking part of the same.

—

To all whom it may concern:

Iand in the county 01? Middlesex, State of Oonnecm—
cut, have invented certain new a,nd useful Improve-
ments in Grocers’ Canisters.

The object of the invention is to allow the nestmg—

of canisters of d]ﬁ“erent sizes—the smaller within the
larger.
| It is practicable by means of this invention 1;0 nest
four together. This greatly facilitates the storing and
transportation-of these thin and delicate articles. -
The ordinary grocers’ canister having a swelled
front with an inclined hinged. cover over a portion of
~ the top, and a flat permanent cover over the remain-
der ‘of the top, is a familiar article of manufacture,
and is used in grocery-stores in all parts of the Union.
The improved construction presents precisely the
same appearance, and serves in all respects the same
purposes when in use ; but that portion of the top which
is usually fixed is, in this improved constmctmn,

hinged, and is capable, in common with the other or

ordinarily-hinged portion, of being opened and folded
back.
canister, and dllows another of a little smaller dimen-
sion to be easily introduced or removed.

By properly packing with paper or other soft ma-

terial between 1 can inclose three or other number
of different sizes within one of the Ltrgest-smed can- |

isters.

It is unwelbdlly necessary to pack these delicate
articles in stout buxes for shipwent. |
This invention allows the- goods to be packed

shipped, and delivered at a lowex price than has been

possible heretofore, by reason of the diminished space
~ occupied and the decreased char ges. for freight, and,

- also, by reason of the bmaller nmnbel of pa,cklng- |

boxes required.
~ The following is a description of what I canmder the
best means of cari ying out the invention,

- The -accompanying dmwmé, forms a part of t]ns-

| speutlcattlon

I igure 1 is a central vertical section of a single can-
ister.
flat portion of the top having been locked down 1t
1s ready to be entirely opened.

Figure 2 is a section on line S S in fig. 1, w ith fat
part of the top locked down.

Figure 3§ is a.liorizontal secticn of a full-set nested
together.

Sithilar letters of reference indicate corres,pondmg
pal ts in all the figures.

A is the main body of the camster |

~ Alis the flat or level portion of the top, a,nd

B is the part which is ordinarily hinged. |

'The canister may be made and ornamented in any'

desired- style in regard to the swell of the front, the
proportmns of the height to the horizontal dlmen-
sions, &c.

The dmwmg represents what is the ordinary stand-

q &rd style
Be it known that I, WILLIAM H. SMITH of Port- |

{ and arrangement in every respect.

This movement opess the whole top of the

It is in the closed condition, but without the.

a8 and

It is richly decorated on the exterior, and
may be lettered to mdlca,te the contents—-—the dlﬁ’er-
ent spices, &c. |

The portion B may be of the or dmary construction
It is hinged to
the portion A! by the ordinary hinges; but the por-
tion ‘Al, instead of being soldered fast at the back and
sides to the main body A, is made a little stiffer than
usual, and is hinged at the back and provided with

: fastenmg-pla;tes a a, which are fixed at right angles
- on the inside of the part Al, near each end, and are

made to match nicely into corresponding slots ¢ 1n &

lip, A% which is turned inward at the upper edge of

the main body, as represented.
 The canisters are packed one within the other, with
their respective tops A! B in their proper positions,

but with the parts a fitting loosely in theu. respectwe

slots ¢ in the lips A2,

‘In unpacking the goods the entire top B and Al of
the largest canister is opened and the entire contents
are removed.  -The part A of the large canister is now

folded down to its pldce, so that; the plates & @ extend

down fairly through their respective slots a'. Now,
by means of the fingers or any suitable tool, these

{ platés @ are bent into a horizontal position below the

lips A’ and the fop A!is thus securely locked down,
and thexeattm serves as a permanent -fixed cover to
that palt of the canister, the. same as if it were sol-

dered in position, allowing the portion B anly of the

top to serve as a hmged top m all the proper usage of-
the canister.

The same opemtmn is pelformed with the other
interior canisters—that is to say, the next (the second
size) hds its entire top opened like the first, and the
contained canisters are removed, and the top of each
in succession is thus pelmanently adjusted.

It will be rarely required to ever repack a set of

'_camstels after they hiave been first unpacked ; but if
‘this should ever be. necessary the plates ¢ may be
agam straightened out and withdrawn from their slots

@ and the entire operation repeated.
The plates,a are of small mass,. a,nd I prefer to
make them of soft copper, to a]low them to be bent
and straightened many times Without br eakmn' if such
should be required. |

The mode of fastening is very. hght cheap, eﬁiment
and convenient,

I claim— *

The ne*-stmg—-camster herein descmbed having the
inclined flap or cover B hinged, as usua] and having
the additional portion .A? also hinged, and secured
and released at pleasure, so as to serve substantially
for the purposes herein set forth. -.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set m) name

11:1 presence of two subscribing witnesses,
WM. H SMITH

Wltnesses |
C. C. L‘.WINGS,
GHAS S. COLLYER.
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