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L purpose, my obj ect belng mmply to prevent
“oowo o the blocks in the- transverse rows from push- |
2% ing each .other up out ‘of place when swollen
S I f'r‘f‘-':by moisture from the air or the ground.

To all whom zt ma,y concern.:

LATON SHAW

OF PORTLAND MAINE,

IMPROVEMENT IN WOODEN PAVEMENTS

SR Bl}eclﬁmtlﬂllformmg 'Pibft' Of Lette'l‘s:PE_btent NO_. 112,508, datd March 7, 1871,

Be it known that I, EATON SHAW of the

| _'clty of Portland in the county of Oumbeﬂ&nd

. - provem ents in Wooden—Pa,vem ents; and I de-
0 clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
s aeh descrlptlon thereof 1efel ence bem o had
e "-.-'-j'__to the acecompanying dmwmgs, in whwh—-— -

st Higure 1 reprusents a x 61 mcal SGLtIO]‘l, and
_-;Fl g.2aplan, - - |

Sumlar letteré"of 1ef61(,11(,e mdwatb like

The object of thls mveutmn is to construct

To this end 1t conqmts 111 comblumn* a 8e-

1 ies of blocks, isolated -from each other by
S0 someelastic: .substzmce with truncated wedge-
<7 shaped sills, and with: bo.:uds set edgewise in
Lo - the sand between the SﬂlS and . dlI’GLﬂ}" nuder
S the center of e"wh pa,vmg 1110(;11., Q53 1191 eumtter-
o TR jdes cribed. - ®

~In the drawmgs, B B 1epresent wooden

.'é-ble for 13]16 pur pose w 111011 will yield to the
.1 expansion of the blocks, and again resume
S jts original condition’ when the pressure re-

The blocks thus consm ncted and almnged

‘o Toset with their edges resting upon sleepers
fiabio o A A buried in the sand and arranged longi-
;f-'jf'f:;f."'ff'?ftudm ally of .the road-bed, each sleeper hav-
~ 2 ing the form of a tmnmted wedge lying upon
ShEe IS broadebt sule, Wlt]l 1ts nmrrowest sule ap-
b ?_i_;perumst o
oo o The lower edges of the sleepels may closely' a

kS AT .{"tpproach each other, if preferred, so as to |

give them great ﬁlmness and lmmOblllth

“This Spwce:;

!.' struction being to obtain the greatest possi-

s .blocks, square or: oblong, arranged so as to |
i leave a space, Cy entlrelv aJround each one,
."-'ii“"1qolaJt1ng it tr{)m all 1ts fellows

i 75;_:_;ff}.f, ThE:II‘ upper 811rface 13 so narrow th&t not |

‘| more than from three-quarters of an inch to

an inch of the blocks B B bears upon them
on each side, my object in the whole con- -

ble support for the blocks without bringing
two wood surfaces in contact a,nf, more than

‘18 absolutely necessary.

The spaces between the s1lls are ﬁlled with
sharp sand, which is directly contiguous to -
the whole under sarface of the blocks, except
along the narrow line where they bear on the

sills, &nd which is also contiguous to the bot-

S K i tom - and sides of the sills, as shown in Kig. 1.
a simple cheap wooden pavement, in which |
7 the blocks shall not be liable to dis; placement
oo from expansion by the ‘absorption of water,
coatte nor from the yleldm g of the fo un(htlon be .
T .“:Iwa,th then. - =

Strips of board ¢ ¢ are inserted in the sand -

midway between the sills, and directly under

the middle of the blocks, (,are being taken not
to have them come in contact with the edges
of the sills nor the under side of the blocks.

The upper edge of these strips should come
nearly. up to the blocks, as shown, so that if

“the sand should be displaced from under one

side of them 1t will not be crowded over to.
the other side, but will rather be forced down
under the sill on the same side, and brace

| that up stronger for the additional labor it has

to perform of supporting the block alone..
“The functwn of the strlps, it will be ob-

served, is not alone to prevent the sand from
-shifting under the level of the sills, but also
to plevent it from shifting between them the
strips and the supportmﬁ' -sills Operatlng in
combination to keep the sand uniform under
| the blOCkS |
-'.‘i:s::;§:"‘;”f??f'fi??-gffz:_ji‘ig;._fs;-i_'*sultlng from ‘such. expansmn is removed. |
. Many of the com poundb of tar, sand, &ec., such
. asarenowused in the grooves running trans- |
. - versely to the street, will answer the pur-
St poses and 1 propose to use them or any other
S e filling ‘that sets ‘hard. enough to resist the
- wear, and yet is sufficiently elastm for my

I am aware that sum]al strips have been

used under a pavement consisting of blocks
resting entirely on the sand; and I am also

aware that paving-blocks have been sup-

‘ported on joists under each edge, with sand
between and on pieces of plank and boards.
These features I do not clmm as my 11:1?611
1 tion; but

What I do claim, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 1s---—-
A pwement consisfing of the Wooden
blocks b B, isolated from each other by the

elastic m&tenal C, and resting upon sills A
“A, buried in the band wooden strips ¢ ¢ be-

ing also inserted in 'the sand between the

sills, Sllbbt&l’ltl&lly as and for the purposes de-
-' scrlbed |

 EATON SHAW,

Wltnesses '
| 1. HILL

J.S. FOWLER.
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