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' SAMUEL W. FRANOIS, OF NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND, ASSIGNOR TO HIM-
- SELF AND WILLIAM HARRISON NEWTON, OF SAME PLACE. =

. Tetters Patent No. 112,439, dated Mareh 7, 1871,

o provements in

. the ha

~ IMPROVEMENT IN SHOES.

o

| Thé Schedyle referred-to in these Letters Patent and making part. of the same,

F —

P .

© . Be'it known that I, SAMUBL W. FRANCIS, of New-
o porty in the county of Newport and State of Rhode i
.. Island, ‘have invented. certain new and useful Im-
L _ Shoes, of which the following is a spec-
s ification. o R S

:  the feet, and its object is to produce a shoe of this
. e description, which, while fitting 'the foot snugly, mnay
corones o be'readily. pulled” off -or - drawn on without the wse of

"y,

nds or boot-jack, and without the necessity of

.. sitting down or stooping.
7. ... . The invention is appli

able t overshoes of rubber,

o = cloth, or other like material, and to any si milar cover-

(oo 1t consists in the employment, in  the manner sub-
i gtantially as hereinafter deseribed, of a metallic or
- other-suitable -spring, exténding .partly.arobnd  the
Lot opening in the shioe -through which the foot enters,
coteo and attached to the-body of the shee under such an

- arrangement that, while permitting the material of’

¢ whieh the shoe is ‘composed to yield to the pressute
oo of -the foot” and allow the foot-to enter the. shoe, it
~o o willy when' the shoe is onee -on, canse the yielding
o material to spring back into place to properly cover

s - and-elasp. or fit the foot.-

Ty

The manner in which my invention is or may be

. carried into effect will be understood by reference to
i the accompanying drawing, in which— = -
oo Figare 1 i8 a perspective view of an overshoe made
© .y in accordance with myinvention. = NN

. same.

. L

.0 - Myinvention relates fifﬁn'ciﬁ'al'lyf' to overshoes. for } |
|

S i'f.In--c'a,rryiﬁg 'o'u'ls_ my 'in'#eﬁmbnli--‘p'refer to app1y the

spring device -above referred to to the heel or rear
. portion. of the shoe, as in this position. it is located
weoooo oSt conveniently foruse. - o o

t - ~Aroudndand near the upper edge of the heel portion
o a'of the shoe 1 secure a metallic spring, b, the ends

is a longitudinal vertical section of the

. tl_lé hee] a and spring b, and the ]atﬁer,"nﬁiv that the

.
F
-

other portion of ‘the shoe with which

-pressure has ceased, immediately recoils- or: springs

-back into place, consequently drawing up the collapsi-
ble- part @, which i3 thuys caused to cover and fit
‘around the foot.

.By this means, that is to say, by
the mere pressure of the foot. and without the use of
the hands, the.shoe can be put on with ease. .
. To facilitate the taking off of the shoe I provide a
metallic or other stud or projection, d, of syitable
construction, riveted or otherwise-fastened to the rear
part of the shoe and projecting therefrom, by .press-
ing upon which with the toe of the other foot the heel
a can-be pushed down and the. foot drawn out from -
the. shoe. B | - L

1 am . aware tha.t' stt_liisfdt" ﬁmj::3"@'15%(-1::'15;-j have ' beén.

formed on or attached to the rear portion of shioes for.

the purpose of facilitating the pulling off of the shoe

from the foot, and L do not . thevefore, elaim this feas

ture, sive in connection with the collapsible heel ort
_ the spring a is .

commbined. . = - | S

- 1 have described one arrangement by which my in-

vention may be carried into effect, but it is manifest

that the form and location of the.spring may be varied,

can be applied to the front of the shoe f
| suitable. point around the opuning in the shoe.
. What I claim as my invention, and-desire to secure

and. that its ends may be - fastened ‘Dot -only by the

clasps ¢, but in any other suitable manner. It may =~

be a round or a flat spring,
may be deemed advisable. e
" The spring, instead of being applied to

and of such dimensions as

the heel a,
or at any -

by Letters Patent; is— o o
- 1. An overshoe or other covering for the foot, made

~of rubber, cloth, or other suitable material, combined
with. a spring united with the -same, and -alranged”

‘around. or partly around the opening in the shoe, to

"+ of 'which are secured in ‘suitable sockets or clasps ¢, |

. located at about the instep, . N o
i This spring is preferably arranged within the shoe, -
v and so as to be covered by the lining

- '
. ..
o -
)

=

. be made of vuleanized rubber, the spring may be in-

formed.

rubber, cloth, or-other material of which the

or, if the shoe

ing aud pressed down apon this portion of the shoe,
0 thereby enlwrging the opening sutficient y to permit
ot the foot to pass entirely into the shoe, IR

and united with the upper part of
] _ _ . . ‘tially as and for:the purposes showr and deseribed. .
e corporated ing the material of which the heel « i3 |

. Lo e ] revod] spring,
ceo o Phe arrangement of the spring is such that it will
o allow the _ .
i rear part of the shoe i3 composed to coliupse and yield |
2o or fold: together when the foot is Inserted in the open-

‘operate substantially in the manner shown and set "

forth. | | | L | o
2. An overshoe or other covering for the foot, hav-

| ing o yielding or collapsible heel or re:r portion, com-

bined with u spring extending wholly or partly aronnd

3. In combination with the collapsible heel and its
arranged together as déscribed, the stud
or projection for facilitating the operation of drawing

‘off the shoe, substantially as set forth,

_In testimony whereof I have signed my name to

this specification before two subscribing witnesses,
- S SAML. W. FRANCIS,
Witnesses: | | S

"KpwArD M. NEwBoULD,

- When this takes place, the foot, of -'cmlrsé, releases |- Tros. W. Woonb.

the saie, substan~ .
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