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IMPROVEMENT IN MACHINES FOR MAKING POST-HOLES.

The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same.

T all whom it may concern:

- Be it known that I, JAMES M. KIRKPATRICK, of
Utica, in the county of Licking and State of Ohlo,

~ have invented a new and useful Improvement in
-+ Machine for Making Post-Holes; and I do hereby

declare that the fullomnrr is a full, clear, and exact

' ,de&cuptmn thereof, reference being had to thie accom-

panymg drawmg, in which——

~ Figure 1 is a perspective of the machine, and

I‘1gure 2, a perspective view of the lever for raising
the false post from the ground.

The nature of my invention consists in the pecu-
liar construction of a machine for making post-holes

Dby driving a false post and then removing the same,
- thus forming a hole with "the earth compressed

around it, and ready to receive the permanent post.
Also, the peculnr construction and arrangement of

" alever for removing the false post.

To enable those skilled in the art to make aud 1se

- my invention, I will proceed to descnbe its constl le-
~ tion and operation.

A represents the base.
‘B B, the posts.

C C cro::s—pleces which are fastened to the sides
of the posts near their upper ends.

D D, guides, on the inner sides of the posts B B..
E, the sliding weighted drop.

F— the liftmrr-block in one side of w hich is a recess’

in Whlb]l 18 plvoted a catch or lateh, «.
b ¢ d ¢ are pulleys, there being one on the upper

side of the lifting - block I, another between the
cross-pieces C O, “another in the upper end of the
~ posts B, and an0t11e1 on 1its outer side, near its ]mw
 end.
- f, the rope, one end of which is secured; to the
cross-pieces C C. - It extends down to and under the

pulley b, thence up -over the pulleys ¢ and d, then

down outslde the post I3 and under the pulley e, and
_its end extending to the operating power.

(x is an ad.]ustable cross-bar, the ends of which ex-

- tend around to the back of the posts B B, by which

means it is kepton the posts. 1t can he raised or

lowered at will, and secured in any desired pocsltwn |

by the set-screws ¢ g.
In the edges of the drop I, and. lifting-Llock F are

grooves, into which the guides D D fit.

H is tlze false post, which may e covered with

iron or stu], and is sharp or pointed at 1t~> lower

end.
Between the posts B B, near their lower ends, is a

'.mova,blt, frame, I, which fits-on the guides D ])
The false paat H is placed inside of the frame I,

which -is secured to one or more set-screws, h, the
wedges 4 ¢ being driven in between the frame 1 and
post H to hold the post firmly in the frame; or it it
is desued to make a hole not vePtlcal the 1110111‘1.;&1011
of the false post can be regulated by 'the wedges and
sef-screws. -

The point of the false post being pred on the
around, the frame I lolds it in proper posmon while
bemn' dm en.

J T are braces, one of “hn:.h is secured at each end

te the posts B B one end of the other one' being
‘hinged on one of the posts, and in the other end is a

slot open at the lower side, which fits over a pin, 7,
in tllL post DB.

The braces J J accomplish two- ol:gwts Mirst, a

piece of board may be placed on the top of thun

thus forming a rest for the drop 13, when not in use;
also, firmly conuectuw the two posts B I3 together.

If a post after bemrr set extends above the braces,
by raising the hinged bmce it allows the m..wlum to

‘be remov Ld from the post.

Its operation is as followss

The maehine is placed where it is desired to make
the hole, and the false post H placed and secured in
the frame I. The power is then applied to the rope
7, therehy 1;11:3111'1' the lifting-block It; conscquent] ¥,

| as the cateh ¢ is “hooked into the staple £ in the top

of the drop B, they rise simultaneously.

In the upwald movement of these posts, the up-
per end of the catelh « strikes the under side of
the adjustable cross-picee G, and releases the catch

“« from the staple k, thus causing the drop 1& to fall

down on the top of the false posﬁ H, thus, by con-
tinued repetitions of the above- described opemtton
driving the false post H the desired depth into the
ground. | |

To remove the false posb H, place the forked end
of the lever % around the uppu end of the post H,
the upper side of the fork of the lever being unde
the pius or projections on the.end of the post.

Near the other end, and on the under side of the

lever k, is a short plece, I, in the lower end of which

18 a pulley, I.

In the lever k, near the fulerum, is another pul-
ley, m.

}l then secure one end of a rope, n, to the ground,
pass the other end over the pulley I, iliul umlu tlu,
pulley m, up through the aperture around this pul-
Jey, and then sceure this end of the rope to the latel
«, andl then apply) the power to the rope f)1 msmg
_the lifting-block I, thus drawing on the rope %, and
drawing down the 101'1g end-of the lever k, and raising




the false post H out of the ground, thereby leamnn' a
bole for the insertion of the permanent post.

The cross-piece G can be secured at any desired
height, consequently more or less force can be g g,n en
to the ﬂmp E, as desired. |

Having thus fully described my invention,

‘What I claim, and desire to secure by Lettus szt--

. ent, 1§
1, The movable imme I, set—semws h, and wedges

110,372

4, In combma’cmn with the false post H Ssubstan-

stmlly as shown and described.

2. The lever K, constructed, arranged, and operat-
ing, substantially in the manner and for the purpose
SllOﬂ n and dLSCI ihed. |

J. M. KIRKPATR[OK.
W’ltnessesz o - o
G. A. C, SMITH,
JAS. 8. MARTIN.
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