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JAMES Y. BLACK, OF CLEVELAND, 0HIO.

Létters Patent No. 110,337, dated December 20, 1870,

- IMPROVEMENT IN CORPSE-PRESERVING COFFINS.

-

- The Ls_chec'_lnle' Teferred to in ;':hesa' Letters Patent and making part of the same,

.:.a all whom it may concem

‘Be it ‘known thai I,.JAMES Y. BLACK, of Oleve- |
: land in ‘the county of Guyahoga, and - State of Ohio,

B -have invernted a certain new and improved Coffin for
~Preserving Dead Bodies; and I do bereby declare
.~ that the following is a fuall, clear, and complete de-
© - seription of the same, reference being had. to the ac-
‘companying dmv.mﬂ* making pa,rt of tlns specification,

n whlch—

- Figure 2 is an inside view ﬁom the top.
- Figure.3 is an under-side view of the cover.
Figure 4 is a vertical lOI’lﬂ"Itudeﬂ section in du ec-~

;"tlon of the line z Z.

I‘:gure 5 is a transverse section in dlrectmn of the
line o ', -

~ Like letters of 1eference refer to hke parts in the
SRR sevelal views. : |
' The nature of this invention relates to a devi ice
:_for the preservation of human bodies for a time pre-

vious to their final interment, the object thereof being

~to keep said bodies in such condition thas they may

“= " be sent from a distance for burial, or be continued un-

-+ buried until the arrival of dlatmt Ariends of the de-
oL ceaseds and | -

. I consmts in forming an lce-cha,mber around the.

- -body-receptacle, which chamber is open at both sides

- at the top, and covered with a rubber. gasket attached

.~ to the edge of the cover, the latter having a space

© oo for autlseptlcs, zmd 3 lmmg of‘ some fibrous m..—l,te-__

Tiail.

e The devwe above refeued ta 1s constmcted in the
3 R fol]owmg Imanner : | . ‘ |

Ion fig. 1— |
A rept esents an oblung square case, somewhd.t ex-

-.;ceedmg in length the stature of a human being » With
- adepth and width proportionate thereto,
-~ Said- case is constructed of wood and lined w1th' '-

gheet metal, B, fig 2. 5, between which and the sides | -
~ of the case 13 a space, D ; 50 also between the lining

of the ends and the ends of the case is a space, D

. and soalso between the bottom of the lining and ca,se,-
-~ thereby fmmmtr al air-space or chaimber *qund be-
;. tween - the enbue inside of the case and ]mrnrr as

shown in figs. 4 and 5.

Within ‘said case is ari anged a casket, E, ﬁg 2 in

'- :_wlmh the body is placed fm IJI'G%GH&EIUH

It will be observed that said casket is.so con-
structed and arranged within the case that it does not

5;' -- ~ touch the sides and bottomn thereof, but that there is

‘a wide space, F, between them, as shown i in fig. 5, the

'_. purpose of W hlch will plesently be ahown

lows:

- Figure 1 is a pelapectwe view of the coffin .or-
S _case FE

ber.

G, ﬁg 1, is the cover of the case Twhmh is also .
lmed not with sheet*metal, but with some textile fab-
ric, H fig. 4, between WhlGh and the top of the cover
1S & Sp'tce, I, communiedting with the outside by

means of apertures J.

The practical opemtlon of  this dex ice is a,a ful-

As afor esald, the body is laid in the casket . This
being done, the space F immediately surrounding the

-casket.is then filled with a fi eezing mixture of ice and

salt, or with ice only, as the tempemtul e of the wmthu
may determme - |
The cold air from the ice-chamber is plevenbed_

from coming in contact with the corpse by the casket

being :m-tlnht where it comes against the ice-cham-

The space I of the cover, on bemg filled with some
antiseptic agent, tlie top p].:htﬁ of which may be taken

off for tlm: purpose, 1s now secured to the case. A
‘gasket, K, is placed_ between it and the edge of the

case, thewby making au air-tight joint.
The body thus mmsed and surrounded by the freez-

ng mixture is soon frozen solid, thereby arresting its

further decomposition, and wlnc,h Tan be preser ved in
this condition as long as may be necessary-for the pur-
pose reqoired.

The water from the ice, as lt may melt away, flows

from the case through the eduction-pipe L, and all

moistuie will be. carried off through the vents J, or

'ab&.orbt,d bv the lining H or thf, contents of the'_ |

COV&I‘. A
In thls condltwn of the body it can be tr *‘mspmted |

,mth .sa,fety fiom and to any distant place for inter-
| ment, and, should the freezing mixture become wasted
'_-'whlle 1’ tmnsﬂ; it can easily a,nd convenlently be re-
“placed by a fr esh supply, and thus continue the preser-

vation of the body so long as may be desired, which

s then Iemoved from the case for its final 1nte1 ment,

Claim.

W hat 1 claim as  my improvement, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, is— .
The case A, conmmmfr the air-chamber D, ice-

chamber I, eductlon -pipe L and casket I, in combi-
nation wu;li the cover G, conmlnlnw the space or

chamber I, with its vent- holcs J, cover-H, and gasket
K, when all the parts are coustmated :md mmnued in

.thp manner and for the purpose subbtantmlly as de-

scribed.
'J AN. Y. BLACK.

Witnesses:
W. H, BURRIIJGE
J. H. BURRIDGE.
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