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Inited States

Patent Office.

JOHN HUGHES,

OF NEW BERNE, NORTH CAROLINA.

- Letters Patent No. 109,012, dated November 8, 1870.
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IMPROVEMENT IN EXTENSION SCAFFOLDS.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JoEN HUGHES, of New Berne,
~ in the county of Craven and State of North Car olina,
. have invented a new and valuable Improvement in Ex-

tension Scaffolds; and I do hereby declare that the fol-

lowing is a full, clemr, and exact description of the con-
struction and opemtwn of the same, reference being
had to the annexed drawing nmkm a,_ part- of this
‘specification, and to the’ lettele and hqmes of - refer-
ence marked thereon.

Figure 1 of the drawing is o Lep view of my invens
tion, “with the p]a,tfmms removed.

1+1rru1e 2 is a central vertical section of the same.

My invention has relation to an improvement in
step-ladders, and consists in the construction and novel
arrangement of an extension-frame and a platform, de-
signed to serve also as an efficient brace.  These at-
tachnients enable the step-ladder to be used as a scaf-
told for painting or other purposes, when desirable.

The letter A of the drawing designates the step;'_

Iadder, the upper step of whiclLis pi ovided ith a box,

b, for the insertion of one end of the extension-frame.
B represents the hinged legs, which, when the in-

vention is employed Slmply as a step--laddel , are brought

- up immediatély in reatv of the- steps A, and serve to

support the same in position.

The legs B are hinged at their upper ends to the
kox ¢, similar to that at the upper end of the steps
A, and sery ing to contain the other end of the exten-
ston-frame.

D D -are braces, extending laterally outward and -

downward from the box C, to the bottom of which
they are hinged.

These braces are connected near their lower ends
by the bar ¢, which may be in two parts, and adjusta-
ble, if desned |

}h designates the extension - frame, which may be .

composed Fof cr 08s-bars, pivoted torrethm at their cen-
ters and ends, as shown in the dmwmg Or the ex-

tension-frame may be composed of longitudinal slides,
placed in parallel positions with each other, in the |-
manner of the slides of an exfension-table. - | |

The slides or cross-bars of the extension-frame are
arranged in such a manner that, when the inner ends

The Schedule referred to in these Iuet.tera Patent and making part of the same.
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of the boxes b and C are brought in contact, the exten-
sion-frame will be. closed and compactly stowed within
the boxes, The two sections, being secured together
by suitable hooks and staples, constitute a step-]adder.
H represents a phtf'mm, consisting of' one or more
boards. .
On the under side of the platform at; eaeh end there-a
of, are secured the transverse cleats LI, sufficiently .
distant from each other to admit the upper board of -
the box b or C between them.
kkrepresent guards, projecting downward from eaclt
end of each inner cleat A’ IV, and serving a double pur-
pose. 'They are deswned to assist in keeping the -
boxes b and C in theu normal position, and at the
same time to plevent lﬂ,terdl movemens et the pht—_._
form. |
In order to fortn a scaffuld, the Loxes b and- o) e,re___
unfastened from each other d:l]d separated a suitable
distance. The platform I is then laid above the ex-
tension-frame, with its ends Testing on the boxes band

0, the tops of .the latter being 111se1ted between the

cleats T and . The legs b and braces D are then
adjusted with reference to each other, and the scaffold

-is ready for use.

Sometimes, instead of the hinged legs B, I 'tttach a
second set of steps, similar to A thas e:mblmrr the
workman to mount the scaffold a.t either end.

What I claim as mylnventmn, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—
- 1. In eombmatlon with a step-ladder, divided ver-
tically and transversely through the upper step, the
extensible frame E, substantiaily as shown and de-

scribed. .
9. In cemblmtlon the ladder A, legs B, boxes b 0

- extensible frame K, and br acmrr-p]atferm H substan-
tially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the d,bove I have here-
unto subscribed my name in the presence of two Wlt-

H@SSES
JNO. HUGHES.

Witnesses:
C. W. MCLEAN

J. H. WEST.
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